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What would it have been like to be one of the twelve disciples of Christ? On the surface it's difficult to imagine how those who
lived and worked so closely with the Son of God for over 3 years could remain so clueless! Even the night before Jesus died they
were still bickering over who would be first in the kingdom. What's amazing is that the Bible record tells us that these same self-
centered men later continued Jesus' work — in powerful, miraculous, and earth-changing ways — and that these same men were
also the very ones who were entrusted with the task of writing so much of the New Testament. Those clueless men were telling on
themselves! So we who live in the shadow of the Cross--who like to think that we would never fall into the same errors that the
disciples did--could perhaps learn something from their mistakes. If we travel along with them on one of their journeys, we can see
that we often suffer from the same mindset as they did. Ultimately we would like to discover how they went from being clueless to

being apostles. A good example of this ‘cluelessness’ is recorded in Matthew 16 through 18.

From youth, the disciples had been taught that the Christ
would come in great power, establish an eternal Kingdom,
and obliterate their nation's enemies. They knew that they
were the closest associates to the Messiah—He had person-
ally chosen them and so they expected to be nearest to the
King. In their minds, they were in contention for the highest
rank in the kingdom. The mindset behind that struggle was
the big obstacle to their getting it right.

Our story begins at the end of a thirty-mile hike to Caesarea

Philippi, where Jesus intended to inform the disciples of His

coming suffering, death, and resurrection. Sensing that they

first needed to declare their faith in Him, He asked them,
“Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” They said that people saw Him as a prophet, even a king, or the son of David. “But
who do you say that I am?” Without hesitation, Peter responded, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Matthew 16:13-
16, NKJV) No case of mistaken identity here. They were with the King!

Jesus continued by assuring the disciples that He, the Rock of Salvation, was the foundation of their faith, that their future would
remain secure as long as they maintained faith and trust in Him, and that all the forces of hell could not prevail against them.
(Matthew 16:17-19, NIV) Then Jesus made it clear to his disciples that it was now necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, submit to
an ordeal of suffering at the hands of the religious leaders, be killed, and then on the third day be raised up alive. (Matthew 16:21,



