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Did Abraham Misunderstand His God?  
 

One of the most puzzling Scripture 

passages for me has been Genesis 15.  

God promises to bless Abram and 

Sarai with offspring. "Look up at the 

sky," God says. "You'll have as many 

children as there are stars in the sky 

and your offspring will possess the 

land I have brought you to."  
 

Very human-like, Abram wonders just 

how certain that is.  "Lord, how do I 

know You'll do what You say? Give me 

a sign so I can believe."  

 

God gives Abram what appears to  

people of our day to be a very strange 

command. "Sacrifice a cow, goat, 

sheep, turtle dove, and pigeon. Split 

them in half, and lay the halves out 

opposite each other." Abram obeys. 

Sitting down to wait, he grows tired, 

and between getting up to scare away 

the scavengers, Abram falls, not just 

asleep, but into a "deep sleep." So 

deep, in fact, that Abram awakens     

feeling terrified!  
 

In the midst of Abram's terror, God 

comes to talk with him. "I promise 

you," God says, òthat your              

descendantsó will possess this land, 

but only after they have spent four 

hundred years in slavery and bondage. 

òAfter that," God continues, òyour 

children will come back to this land, 

but in the meantime, you will live a 

long life before you die."  
 

Then after sunset when the darkness 

seemed the most intense, Abram saw 

something that surely would startle 

anyone. Suddenly in front of Abram, a 

smoking oven and flaming torch     

appeared. As Abram watched, these 

objects passed between the halves of 

the butchered animals. And this was 

how God made a covenant with Abram.  
 

So what was this all about? It seems 

that the smoking oven and flaming 

torch represent God and His         

interests, but what does this all 

mean? How does this represent the 

establishment of a covenant? How did 

this oven and torch say to Abram, "I 

will give you this land"? How did 

Abram perceive this parable acted out 

in front of him?  
 

For years, I wondered about this, 

until I learned that it was common, in 

Abram's day, for kings to subjugate 

defeated enemies. When you         

defeated an enemy, how did you    

assure yourself that the enemy would 

not rise up and fight you again? The 

way the people of Abram's time could 

make themselves feel safe was to 

require the defeated foe to sacrifice 

animals, split them in half, and walk 

between the separated halves saying, 

"May this and more happen to me if I 

am not loyal to you, my new master."  

 

Well, now we're adding some rather 

interesting ideas to the mix.   The 

victor  would require the loser  to vow 

fealty by calling for a curse or hex on 

himself if he proved disloyal. The 

stronger ruled the weaker, right? 

Easy enough to understand! Who 

wouldn't be loyal to a master if one 

had pledged a horrific death for being 

unfaithful?  
 

So God had Abram sacrifice animals, 

split them in half, and walk between 

them, vowing or covenanting to be 

loyal to God, his master, or so it would 

seem. But go back to your Bible. Read 

the story again. God does not  request 

or require any such pledge. So what 

did He have in mind? And how would 

Abram understand this?  
 

The Scriptures are silent as to 

whether Abram passed between the 

halves of the carcasses, nor did God 

ask him to.  But knowing the character 

of Abram, he may well have. Because 

Abram was apparently aware of the 

usual significance of the incident, it is 

not unlikely that he acted with the 

usual response of the day.  And, since 

Abram had a tendency to run ahead of 

God,  I can well imagine Abram care-

fully and reverently passing through 

this carnage, perhaps even repeating 

something like, "May this and more 

happen to me if I am not loyal to God, 

my master."   
 

While it is significant that nowhere 

within the passage does God ask 

Abram to perform such a rite, the 

very request by God for Abram to cut 

up the animals and lay them out     

implies this very thing. Given the    

history and practices of the time, we 

would expect God to make this      

request. God, the more powerful   

individual, would ask Abram, the 

weaker, less powerful subject to 

pledge fealty in the manner he was 

accustomed to expect. Abram no 

doubt believed this was what God was 

asking by His command. Yet, God 

does not ask for this pledge!  

 

Instead, after Abram sacrifices the 

animals, splits their carcasses and 

lays them out, God allows him to wait. 

And wait. And wait. The day grows 

long. Abram becomes weary. The sun  

sets and in the darkness that Abram 
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experiences, God Himself 

comes in the form of a   

smoking oven and flaming 

torch (perhaps reminding 

Abram of God's superiority?) 

and passes through the    

carnage. 
 

We are not told that God 

said anything, but again, given 

Abram's understanding and 

expectations, the message of 

God's act would say to 

Abram, "May this and more 

happen to me if I do not   

fulfill my promise!" Wow! 

What are we seeing in this 

story? We are seeing a    

powerful and loving God    

who subjugates Himself to 

His creation! What an      

awesome thing. We hear God 

saying to us, "I will do      

anything and everything    

necessary for your benefit!" 

I cannot imagine feeling   

anything but absolute awe for 

such a God! 
 

"Have this attitude in     

yourselves which was also in 

Christ Jesus, who, although 

He existed in the form of 

God, did not regard equality 

with God a thing to be 

grasped,  but  empt ied       

Himself, taking the form of a 

bond-servant, and being made 

in the likeness of men. Being 

found in appearance as a man, 

He humbled Himself by    

becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on 

a cross.  For this reason also, 

God highly exalted Him, and 

bestowed on Him the name 

which is above every name, so 

that at the name of Jesus 

EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of 

those who are in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, 

and that every tongue will 

confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father." Philippians 2:5 -11, 

NASB   

 

Awesome! What a God! 

Bill Edwards 

Satan Unmasked  

 

He was the noble prince of a 

king, as brilliant as he was 

beautiful. No one could     

compare. More than power and 

control, he longed for the love 

of his father, yet his royal 

birthright could only promise 

him a life of drama and      

conflict. The king's love for his 

son was undeniable, but like all 

monarchs, his throne came 

first, even above the needs of 

his children. So as time went 

on, this young prince's heart 

grew hard.  Although he 

longed for the attentions of his 

father, he also longed for his 

father to be afflicted with as 

much pain as he was enduring. 

It wasn't long before this 

prince found himself avenging 

his sister's rapist (his own 

brother). This turn of events 

found him fleeing to the land 

of Geshur where King Talmai, 

his grandfather, provided him 

refuge for three long and   

painful years. 

 

The prince's father, king of 

Judah, wept over the death of 

his murdered son, but in time 

the anger against the surviving 

prince subsided and turned to 

a longing for him, despite his 

crime. So the king summoned 

his son home, yet forbade him 

any personal contact. The 

king's anemic parental skills 

prevented him from realizing 

that to leave his brooding son 

alone would only intensify the 

hate and animosity.  Yet he 

chose foolishly to deny the 

prince an appointment for two 

years. This caused the young 

prince to reach inside his anger 

and pain and unleash it full 

strength at the king himself. 

This rage was the fuel behind 

the greatest plan the prince 

cou ld  dev iseða smear       

campaign against his father's 

character. 

 

In the eyes of the people, the 

prince was a hero who bravely 

fought for his sister 's        

reputation and brought justice 

swift and sure to her           

perpetrator.  He was a kind 

judge and winsome royal son. 

These fine attributes success-

fully fastened him to the    

affections of the people.    

 

        Continued on next page 

Written on a public 

European wall, this 

message gives cause to 

ask, ñHow did weð

Godôs childrenð

misrepresent Him to 

this person?  What  

inhumanity  caused 

him/her to block out the 

very existence of  such 

a god? And, how  do  

WE  represent Him?ò 
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In the eyes of those people, the prince 

was a light shining on a high hill, exalted 

not only as heir to the throne but in their 

hearts as well. Acting as a judge, he 

would settle the disputes of the         

commoners and as they bowed at his 

feet, he would gather them up, kiss them, 

and proceed to describe how the land 

and its people would flourish under his 

rulership. So clever and subtle were his 

schemes, that not even the most discern-

ing soul could detect his evil intent.  Out 

of one hand he covertly assembled    

legions for battle to overthrow his father's 

government, while with the other hand 

(under the guise of kindness), he        

multiplied sympathizers. 

 

In his zeal, he neglected to realize that 

his revolt was  really a fabrication of   

delusion. His evil crusade would prove 

him impotent against the powers of his 

father, the king and, in the end, the once 

favored and exalted prince would be 

brought down and reduced to ashes by 

none other than his very own hand.  

 

This may sound like a frontline story for a 

television magazine; in fact, it is a true 

story from Second Samuel. The broken 

prince is Absalom, son of King David. We 

dare not smugly toss our heads in      

reaction to the ancient's woes, for we 

know all too well the pain and             

consequence of our own foolish decisions. 

The familiar story of deceit and broken 

trust is not, however, exclusive to the 

human race. Surprisingly, this legacy of 

shattered trust is the infant seed born in 

the mind of angelic perfection. How could 

a guardian of the Most High give birth to 

this vile child we call rebelliousness? How 

could a mind created and molded from 

freedom and love produce such evil    

offspring? 

 

There is much scriptural evidence that 

this saga of broken trust began in the 

very presence of God Himself, even   

before the creation of planet earth.    

Lucifer, like Absalom, was also as a light 

on a mountain whose glory could not be 

matched. He was the vision of perfection 

and in him no guile could be found. Like 

the young prince, Lucifer  single-handedly 

commandeered an insurrection against 

his Father, attempting to chisel at the 

very Fountain from which his own life 

flowed. Lucifer suggested that the Living 

God, the Creator of Life, was untrust-

worthy, arbitrary, oppressive, harsh and 

cruel. Deliberate was the assault on God's 

character, yet subtle enough to ride   

below the radar of  the heavenly host.  

 

And so it goes. Satan, the diabolical    

general and artist has as his main      

objective to paint a picture of God so 

dastardly and obscene as to attempt to  

abolish God's image in the minds of His        

creatures. It is this author's belief that 

any information that fails to point us to 

the truth about Godôs character and how 

He runs His government is pitifully     

impotent in changing the human heart. 

There is no loftier goal than for all minds, 

great or small, to seriously examine the 

evidence that involves this great        

controversy of epic proportions over 

God's  character. The answer will be the 

healing of the nations. The answer will be 

what secures the cosmos for eternity!  

 

Has truth been derailed? Can God be 

bought or sold? Can He be trusted?    My  

challenge to you, the reader, is to ask 

God, the most loving and compassionate    

Father, to reveal Himself to you.             

I  promise you this:  HE WILL!  

Stacie Barsumian 

        Butterflies emerging from their cocoon have long been a wonderful       

illustration for children and adults alike. This exquisite graphic, painting the 

process of CHANGE from the seemingly disgusting brown cocoon, to that 

of the eloquent beauty of the butterfly, reflects to us all a reason for hope.   

        Godôs native beauties, even in this time-ridden, nature-reduced world, 

have a way of speaking to us of His Divine Love; but only if we take time 

to explore, examine, and enjoy.  Whether underwater or on our daily paths, 

the colors, mechanics, habits and even incomplete ñcommunicationò with 

man, lead us to wonder at the power and glory, yet gentleness of God.             

Passing these wonders on to our children is one of the most precious gifts 

available to thoughtful parents.  Truth-filled thoughts about God illicit awe 

and inspire us toward a beautiful character, not fear of restitution and     

destruction.  If you were God, how would you speak love to your family?  



Upcoming Events 

November 2 & 3, 2007ðGood News Tour 2007,  Oregon Convention Center,  777 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Portland, Oregon. 

Just eight miles from the Portland International Airport (PDX), the Oregon Convention Center is accessible via Interstate Freeway I-5 North 

from exit 302A (Rose Quarter) and I-84 West, exit 1 (Lloyd Blvd.).   Marco Belmonte, Brad Cole, Tim Jennings, Herb Montgomery, and 

Manuel Silva.  See www.GoodNewsTour.com  

 

September 5 & 6, 2008ðGood News Tour 2008, Loma Linda Univ. Church: Ty Gibson, Alden Thompson, Tim Jennings, Manuel Silva, 

Brad Cole, and Marco Belmonte.  See www.GoodNewsTour.com 

 

Ongoing Weekly events  

Steve Gallimore Live, LifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel, 3rd Friday of every month,  2-3 pm: Tim Jennings. See 

www.ComeAndReason.com 

Come and Reason Weekly Bible Study Class, Saturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher South, SAU, 10:15-11:15 am:  Tim Jennings. See 

www.ComeAndReason.com 

Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study, Thursday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole.  See www.GodsCharacter.com 

Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible Study, Monday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole. See www.GodsCharacter.com 

God Has a Thousand Ways  
 

A conversation between a young couple with their first child, and one set of grandparents, addressed the issues of child raising.   The 

new parents, both in the 30 year plus category, had chosen not to use God as a hammer (ñGod is angry with you for thatò) or as a 

guilt trip (ñJesus cries when you do that,ò or ñit makes me sad whené.ò).  So, how will the child learn?   Letôs take a look. 
 

The grandparents couldnôt understand why the parents would not use spanking or hand slapping when the two year old hit others, or 

threw food or toys on the floor, or screamed in anger over some supposed wrong.  (This child is 99% loving,    helpful, and expres-

sive, and is definitely NOT an out-of-control two year old!)   The issue of ñrespectò was brought up, and the grandmother explained 

that to her, respect was like this:  with her own father, she feared that if she did something wrong, she would get the usual capital  

punishment, so she ñrespectedò him (or else)!  She believed unequivocally that respect had to do with FEAR!    
 

I was thrilled to listen to the young parentsô explanation of their belief that respect should grow with the child, as he came to trust 

them.  Although he obviously hadnôt matured into perfect reasoning, he was already very capable of understanding their directives.  

(Research seems to indicate that children learn more in the first two years than during the rest of their lives!)  The parents realized he 

was gradually learning that certain behaviors have ñnaturalò consequences, and that he had a choice to control his own behavior, 

because it ñworkedò for him, not because he was painfully forced to stop or to obey!  They wanted to allow this to work in his life. 
 

Case in point:  Because their puppy begged at the table and the baby had learned how much fun it was to throw tidbits his way, it had 

become a habit.  While going through a stage of not eating that much himself, this little guy was starting to throw most of his food to 

the dog.  Obviously, this wasnôt going to work.  But instead of slapping his hands for something that  previously had been ñfun,ò and 

that he had observed his parents doing as well, they chose to express to the little one that HE needed to eat his own breakfast, not 

give it to the dog.  Then if it happened the second time, the food was pushed back on the table out of reach with a calm comment 

like, ñAre you through eating?ò while they went on with their meal.  In short order, the child seemed to ñget itò and  the food was 

unceremoniously returned, as the meal went on.  If the same behavior recurred, the same natural consequence took  place.    
 

What had the child learned?  NATURAL LAWS MAKE SENSE! (i.e., If you step off a cliff, you fall.)  What had the child NOT 

learned?  How to hit, use force, or control others with brute power to get his way.  Is he happier for having these experiences?  It 

seems so.  Is he on his way to learning self control rather than looking around every corner before he does something bad to be sure 

the authority figure is not within hitting range?  Definitely.  There are many styles of parenting, and obviously no two families will 

agree on everything.  But somehow as I heard this story, my heart was strangely thrilled to think that God was working to express 

His very own Kingdom style through these parents who frankly, probably didnôt even realize at the time that they were sharing the    

truth about God with their little guy.   (Iôm certainly thankful that our God deals this kindly with me!) 
 

Next time you wonder how in the world God is going to ñpull this thing off,ò to finally get enough people who reflect His character,  

and then take His bride home, REMEMBER:  God has a thousand ways.     Editor 

 



The HeavenlySanctuary.com team has been working on an increasing number of projects to spread the Good 

News that God is just like Jesus in character. If you would like to directly support us by either offering your 

help or expertise (we need computer experts, graphic designers, editors, musicians for Good News Tours, 

camera people, and much more), or by offering financial assistance to support the projects of this ministry, we 

would love to hear from you. Here are some of our current projects which are in need of support: 

 

- We are currently in the process of re-publishing the  book, 

ñGod is Loveò by  G.E. Fifield.  Although written over 100 

years  ago,  the  words  in  this   book  are  timeless  and  as 

relevant  today as  they   were  in  1897.    The   cover   was 

designed  for us  by   the   well-known  artist  Lars  Justinen 

and we hope to have this book published very soon. 

 

- Good  News  Tour conferences ï a series of lectures about 

the character of God. 

 

- Audiovisual, computer and internet-related equipment used 

to film and record  Bible studies,  Good News Tours, and  to 

operate our four web sites. 

 

- Publishing and distribution of our free monthly newsletter, "The Good News.ò 

 

Please drop us an e-mail at office@heavenlysanctuary.com if you have any questions or comments, or would 

like to contribute your help or expertise. 

 

Tax-deductable donations can be made electronically by using the link listed at the bottom of this page and 

choosing "tax exempt donation." Checks or money orders may be made out to ñHeavenlySanctuary.comò and 

can be mailed using the enclosed envelope. 

 

https://www.heavenlysanctuary.com/hscommerce 


