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A NEW VIEW OF GOD  

 

When I was in college, my parents would use almost any excuse 

to visit. ñYouôre going to move the furniture in your room this 

weekend? Hey, itôs only a six hour drive ï weôll be there!ò 
 

I remember that after one of these visits my Dad handed me a 

$50 dollar bill as they left ï ñjust in case you need something.ò A 

$50 dollar bill was a big deal for a college student and I tucked it 

carefully away in a closet drawer. The following weekend I 

needed the money to go bowling with friends (yes, this was a 

very small college town), but the only things now in my drawer 

were socks and T-shirts. 
 

After tearing my room apart to no avail, it occurred to me that 

during those few days there was only one other person, a 

ñfriend,ò who had the possibility of entering my room. ñHe must 

have taken it!ò was the only conclusion that made sense to me at 

the time. I did not confront him, but my belief that he stole the 

money eventually solidified and tainted my interpretation of his 

every action. I saw him leave a bookstore and wondered if he 

paid for his purchase with my money. I watched him look up 

while taking a chemistry examination and imagined that he was 

trying to cheat. His laugh now seemed to have a sinister quality. I 

even remember not liking his shoes! 
 

It wasnôt until several months later that I accidentally discovered 

that this crisp $50 dollar bill had merely slid behind the panel of 

the drawer and had been harmlessly lying there the entire time. 

Almost instantly this revelation shattered my warped and       

distorted caricature of my friend, and feelings of anger and     

resentment were now replaced by a desire for reconciliation and 

friendship. 
 

Our understanding of reality is frequently distorted, and with  

devastating consequences. I believe that this is particularly true 

when it comes to our understanding of God. It seems to me that 

we have believed a great many things about God that are far 

worse than the things I believed about my college classmate. But, 

because He is God and has all the power, we have a tendency to 

keep a stiff upper lip about it and proclaim ï despite much     

evidence that seems to argue against it  ï ñYou are love, Godò 

and ñI love you, God.ò 
 

What warped views do we sometimes project onto God? It seems 

to me that they all stem from not fully believing Jesusô testi-

mony ï ñIf you have seen me, you have seen the                  

Father.ò (John 14:9) By subconsciously imagining that the 

character of Jesus is somewhat different than the character 

of the Father, we have arrived at false beliefs about who God 

is. 
 

For example, it is sometimes suggested that Jesus came as a 3rd 

party to reconcile the Father to us ï that the wrath of the Father 

(the ñrealò God) was pacified at the cross and that we are now 

covered by something so that the Father cannot really see us as 

we are.  Rather, how wonderful it is to discover that the One who 

came was God Himself! It was the Creator God who entered the 

womb of Mary, not to change the heart of the Father, but to   

reveal the heart of the Father and to change our hearts and minds. 
 

God, in human form, saw the heart of the woman caught in     

adultery, but no one needed to intercede for her! He saw her as 

she was, in all her sinfulness, but yet  proclaimed, ñI do not   

condemn you.ò The meaning of this is  unmistakable! The Father 

also sees us with a perfect clarity and in all our sinfulness and 

says to us, ñI do not condemn you. I love you.ò He sent His Son 

into the world to convincingly reveal that this is His attitude  

toward us, yet we have often turned the message of Jesusô life 

and death into one that rather instills fear of a God who could 

only be appeased by the blood of His Son. 
 

As Christians, we should reflect the words, actions, and thoughts 

of Christ to the world. So, when Christians have angry words of 

condemnation and hateful actions toward certain segments of 

society such as homosexuals and prostitutes, it reflects a warped 

belief that God has the same attitude about those individuals. But 

yet, God, in human form, only revealed love, service, and a de-

sire to come close to such people. The reaction of the religious     

leaders was outrage: ñLater, when Jesus was eating supper at       

Matthewôs house with his close followers, a lot of disreputable 

characters came and joined them. When the Pharisees saw Him 

keeping this kind of company, they had a fit, and lit into Jesusô 

followers. óWhat kind of example is this from your Teacher,  

acting cozy with crooks and riff-raff?ôò (Matthew 9:10,11,                  

The  Message).                                                              (continued) 
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Does not the reality that God chooses to love and 

associate Himself even with the rebels of society 

create in us a desire to also draw close to the out-

casts because we have come to love them as God 

loves them? If Christians had the same reputation 

as Christ in ñacting cozy with crooks and riff-

raff,ò the healing and restoring love of God would 

permeate the world in a mighty way. The crooks 

and riff-raff of today ï like the fishermen, lepers, 

tax collectors, adulterers and murderers (Saul of 

Tarsus) of Jesusô day ï would be transformed into 

honest, trustworthy, and caring individuals. 
 

Our mission as Christians is to undo the ñbad rapò 

that God has received in the world. It is time to 

put the Christ back into Christianity. 
 

One view of God imagines us as the worthless 

servants and God as Master. Another view of God 

remembers that Jesus humbly served even His 

betrayer by washing his dirty feet. The Great Foot 

Washer declared that He does not desire a master-

servant relationship with His children: ñI do not 

call you servants any longeréI call you 

friendséò (John 15:15). God is ultimately     

looking for friends, not servants. 
 

One view of God blames Him for all the suffering 

in the world. ñIf He has the power, why doesnôt 

He use it?ò Or even worse, some have suggested 

that the suffering and pain is ñGodôs will.ò     An-

other view of God remembers that Jesus    always 

relieved pain and suffering at every turn. He never 

turned anyone away who came to Him for heal-

ing. In fact, He relieved suffering when it wasnôt 

even asked of Him! He walked by a     funeral and 

stopped the tears of a mother by bringing her son 

back to life. And then He told us that what we see 

in the world is NOT Godôs will, but that we 

should pray for Godôs will to be    carried out on 

earth, as it is in heaven. (ñThy will be done on 

earth, as it is in heaven.ò) Jesus is the       mani-

fested will of God, not the author of death, dis-

ease, and chaos. 
 

One view of God describes His justice as that of a 

destroying tyrant, waiting to pour out His fury on 

sinners. Another view remembers Jesusô strong 

response when His disciples asked for fire to 

reign down on those who had rejected Jesus: ñHe 

turned and rebuked and severely censured them. 

He said, óYou do not know of what sort of spirit 

you are, for the Son of Man did not come to   

destroy menôs lives, but to save them.ôò (Luke 

9:54-56 - Amplified) 
 

What false views of God do we still hold? These 

can only be appropriately uncovered when we 

have fully turned our eyes to the greatest light of 

truth ï Jesus! Only when we have elevated Jesus 

as equal with God in character, will we really 

believe and be capable of reflecting to the world 

that ñGod is light, and in Him there is no        

darkness!ò  (1 John 1:5) 
 

Brad Cole 

The Cross Reflection  
 

I am a firm believer that fear is the most     
destructive force within the human              
consciousness. Fear drives people to engage 
in destructive habits, to hurt loved ones, and to 
isolate themselves emotionally and physically. 
Most Christians will say that the answer to 
these problems can be found at the foot of the 
cross. Although I agree, the picture of the 
cross that I see painted far too often is one 
that makes God a fearful deity. 

It is unfortunate, but a vast majority of       
Christians subconsciously believe that God 
says, "You must love Me or I'll put you to 
death." Some schools of Christian thought 
actually portray an even more fierce God by 
adding that He will not just mercilessly execute 
you, but He will keep you alive , and burn you 
in molten flames over the course of eternity. 

So I ask, did God really say to our first parents, 
"If you eat of the fruit, I will be forced to      

annihilate you without pityò? (Genesis 3:3) 
That statement may sound harsh, but in     
reality, this is what many think when push 
comes to shove. 

It gets even worse. It is suggested that even 
though God must kill all law breakers, a     
substitute has been found in God's Son. So 
instead of God killing us, He kills Jesus to 
atone for our transgressions. We call this 

God's justice, and somehow we accept it as 
righteous. While the unfairness of this concept 
wages war against our very moral fiber, we 
fear to examine this outrageous belief. After 
all, God is sovereign, who are we to ask    
questions? 

Long before the earth was created, a         
predicament arose within our Godôs govern-
ment. There was one who perverted the    
freedom that God had granted to His         
creatures. This freedom was expressed in the 
great Law of Love. This Law was foundational 
to God's government and expressed itself in 
the self-giving attitude of His created beings 

 GOOD NEWS TOUR
  

You will not want to miss 
this testimony about the 

loving God of the universe!   
 

The Good News Tour 
speakers will once again 
offer clear and encouraging 
truth about God that has a 
way of making listeners say  
things like,  òWow, finallyñ
THIS makes sense! I could 

love a God like THAT!ó 
 

Dates and location are 
on Page 4ñUpcoming 
Events.   



 
                         Page 3 

that treated one another as God treated them, with respect 
and dignity. 

The one who perverted this freedom was none other than 
Lucifer, the great Light Bearer, the being who entered into 
God's very presence and glory. Feeling himself to be equal 
with God, he coveted the right to enter in on the mysteries of 
creation. He resented his exclusion from councils held in  
unapproachable light, and said God was arbitrary in denying 
him his rights. He would force God's hand by enlisting the 
support and backing of the other inhabitants of heaven. While 
secretly fomenting discord and rebellion, he, with              
consummate craft, caused it to appear as his sole purpose to       
promote loyalty and to preserve harmony and peace. No 
longer a light-bearer, he became Satan, the adversary. 

Suddenly, the freedom of the entire universe was in jeopardy. 
It only takes one self-centered person within the family to 
imprison everyone else. All were caught up in the controversy 
over God's character. All began to take sides and debate the 
issues that had been raised. Was God a selfish tyrant? Was 
His law an infringement on their freedom? Was God         
rigorously stern in his decisions? Would He execute anyone 
who dared question His judgment? Was He implacable and 
demanding? 

Unfortunately, a lot of Christian ideologies have been       
hijacked over time to support Satan's point of view by painting 
a schizophrenic picture of God. As a result, many are afraid 
of God. The very best news in the whole universe is that God 
is NOT a vengeful overlord. We actually have no reason to 
feel apprehension toward God. It is true  -  He warned our 
first parents that if they broke trust with Him they would die, 
but NEVER did He suggest that if they chose to die it would 
be at His gracious hands! 

The unrighteous harvest the natural consequences of distrust 
in this life and in the hereafter. When "the Lord Jesus appears 
from heaven with his mighty angels with a flaming fire," those 
who reject God and the good news about His Son "will suffer 
the punishment of eternal destruction, separated from the 
presence of the Lord and from his glorious might.ò (2 Thessa-
lonians 1:7-9) This glory, from which they are excluded, will be 
life-giving to the righteous. "The sinners in Zion are afraid: 
fearfulness has seized the hypocrites. Who among us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us shall dwell with 
everlasting burnings?" [Ready for the answer?] "HE WHO 
WALKS RIGHTEOUSLY AND SPEAKS UPRIGHTLY.ò (Isaiah 
33:14-15) I hope that the fire of Godôs glory NEVER goes out, 
since we will be living in it! 

For many who stood around the Cross, it appeared as if a 
dark cloud veiled the Fatherôs presence as His Son endured 
the horrible aloneness that the sinner will experience. What    
became of Satan's charges ï specifically ï that God      
threatens to execute His children who refuse to love Him? As 
Christ was lifted up on that barbaric instrument of torture, do 
we see God killing His Son on the cross? No! We hear Jesus 
crying out, "My God, why have you allowed me to 
go?" (Matthew 27:46) 

What portrait of God do we see revealed at the Cross? We 
see Christ praying for those who are screaming for His     
execution. We see Him speaking encouragement to those 

dying alongside Him. We see Him making provision for His 
mother's welfare and comfort. There was no anger, no  
vengeance, no retaliation, only love and kindness. 

If we want to know what happens to sinners when they die - if 
we want to know what the Bible means when it says, "the 
wages of sin is deathò (Romans 6:23), then we simply have 
to look at the cross. Jesus died the sinner's death.  But how?   
Did His Father kill Him?  And, what happens when Christ 

returns and this war is brought to an end? Again, the answer 
is found at the cross. We don't see God putting His hands 
upon His Son in punishment. We don't hear Jesus crying, "My 
God, My God, why are You angry with me? Why are You 
destroying me?" No, the words from the cross are, "Why have 
You left me? Why have You forsaken me?" The Father sadly 
withdrew His protecting hand from His Son so that we could 
see what SIN does, and Jesus died. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cross was the supreme demonstration to the whole   
universe that God had told the truth when He said, "If you sin, 
you will die." The Cross was the ultimate demonstration of 
how SIN destroys. 

The paradox of the Cross is found in the people that murdered 
Christ by nailing Him to a tree. These were  commandment-
keeping people. They even had laws to protect themselves 
from breaking laws! They were meticulous in their tithe      
paying, frequently paying a double tithe. They could quote 
scripture far better than most modern day scholars. They 
looked forward with anticipation to the  coming of the Messiah. 
And finally they hurried to get the crucifixion accomplished so 
as not to interfere with their seventh-day Sabbath worship. 

Their lives were proof that if one worships God from fear, one 
can do everything that God requires, and yet murder Him! 
Oh, that we would come to grips with this fact and realize that 
following God for any reason other than trusting Him because 
of His loving and beautiful character, will ultimately lead us to 
rebel to the highest degree. 

And if we stick with our rebellion, if we maintain our untrusting 
attitude and stay self-centered and self-serving, one day God 
will sadly say, "He that is, let him be.ò (Revelation 22:11) God 
respects our freedom, even the freedom to refuse Him. He 
will honor our choice. We will die horribly and miserably and 
alone, but NOT at the hands of God. 

There is so much more to the cross of Christ. This is just one 
little facet, but in all of the different realities that shine from 



Upcoming Events 

November 2 & 3, 2007ðGood News Tour 2007,  Oregon Convention Center,  777 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., Portland, 

Oregon. Just eight miles from the Portland International Airport (PDX), the Oregon Convention Center is accessible via Interstate 

Freeway I-5 North from exit 302A (Rose Quarter) and I-84 West, exit 1 (Lloyd Blvd.).   Marco Belmonte, Brad Cole, Tim 

Jennings, Herb Montgomery, and Manuel Silva.  See www.GoodNewsTour.com  
 

September 5 & 6, 2008ðGood News Tour 2008, Loma Linda Univ. Church: Ty Gibson, Alden Thompson, Tim Jennings, 

Manuel Silva, Brad Cole, and Marco Belmonte.  See www.GoodNewsTour.com 
 

Ongoing Weekly events  

Steve Gallimore Live, LifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel, 3rd Friday of every month,  2-3 pm: Tim Jennings. See 

www.ComeAndReason.com 

Come and Reason Weekly Bible Study Class, Saturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher South, SAU, 10:15-11:15 am:  Tim 

Jennings. See www.ComeAndReason.com 

Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study, Thursday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole.  See www.GodsCharacter.com 

Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible Study, Monday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole. See www.GodsCharacter.com 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? Nature reflects the beauty of God ós universal wonders.  We, His friends, were created to reflect His character and kingdom to the 

world.  If His kingdom were one of force, vengeance, and control, perhaps He might use something other than natureôs beauties and His love to reveal it to us. 

the character of God as He willingly allowed Himself to        
experience the cross, we must remember that Jesus died to 
reveal the truth about what our Father in Heaven is really like. 
He died to show us that God is not to be feared. Jesus came to           
reestablish a trust relationship with His children so that we can 

have AT-ONE-MENT with God, so that we can live forever in 
His life-giving presence. This is true salvation; this is the     
healing GOOD NEWS!  

Marco Belmonte and Donna Haerich  

A Spanish Love Song  

In Old Mexico, I sit in the light of Godôs full moon 

 climbing the ridge of the mountain at my back.   

I face the moonlit waves of the sea beyond the silhouette of cactus.   

The music of the water flows softly over me in the coolness of the evening breeze.   

I feel the love of God in my soul as I allow the immensity of His creative love for me to stir a responsive chord in my heart.   

A sense of the beautiful work of God that made this incredible world of mine fills me with wonder.   

He made it all so that I, é  I could know His love.  

What sweetness, what thoughtfulness, what a precious desire to give joy to the beloved! 

And I, é still unsatisfied, ask for yet another gift; would that I could give this joy indescribable also unto You, dear Lord. 

Thank You, Jesus, for sharing Your wonder with me!   

Teach me Your ways, my glorious Friend.  

Gift me with Your giving heart, Your open-handedness, Your love that shines through past ages and beyond eternity.   

Thus may Your gift come full circle, and present itself to You. 

I love You é my Savior.  

Marlita Bennett, student missionary    


