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The AGuiltyod Gospel

On my way home from work | came across a Christian radio station that was broadcasting a
segment titled, "Renewing of the Mind," featuring a sermon. The preacher explained that the
twenty - first century mind has discarded the notion of a final judgment, and that our sins and

guilt are "heaping up all around us" as we "stand in the awful sight of God." He went on to

say that "God does not love unconditionally and that His wrath is to be heeded, for He will
punish the sinner! So look out world, for the clock is ticking closer to that Great Divine
Tribunal" Kind of makes you feel all warm and cozy on the inside, doesn't it? By the time |
reached home, | was hyperventilating.

Why would anyone wish to serve a god who salivates at the thought of destroying those who

disagree with Him? Was this a god | could trust with my darkest confession? Absolutely not!

Then my thoughts turned to the preacher delivering this
knew about Lamentations 3:28 - 33: "When life is heavy and hard to take, go off by yourself.

Enter in silence. Bow in prayer. Don't ask questions. Wait for hope to appear. Don't run from

trouble. Take it full - face. The "worst" is never the worst. Why? Because the Master won't

ever walk out and fail to return. If He works severely, He also works tenderly. His stock-

piles of love are immense. He takes no pleasure in making life hard, in throwing roadblocks

in the way."

Was this preacher aware of the fact that his message was not GOOD news at all, but rather a

fear - inciting tool to gain order among God's people? Threats have never gained loyalty. In

fact, even sincere warnings have a tendency to fall on deaf ears at times. Just look at the

book of Exodus, chapters 20 - 32 in particular. Only God knows the pathway to peace, and He

shared that knowledge with Moses in order for Moses to share it with the world. But alas, it

made only a temporary impression. How can a list of rules change the hearts of stiff - necked
people? Or can it?

When planet earth saw Jesus Christ walk the walk, it held its breath. You see, there has been
a rumor floating around that God really is not as loving as He'd like everyone to believe. In
fact, at one point, the rumor almost succeeded in obliterating the image of God from earth,
causing most to believe that God was a liar and bent on stripping all creatures of their
liberties. What was the solution? God came to set the record straight, for "Stomping down
hard on luckless prisoners, refusing justice to victims in the court of the most High God,
tampering with evidence -- the Master does not approve of such things." Lamentations 3:34 - 36.
The entire universe watched and sat in awe, as it beheld God shroud Himself in humanity to
demonstrate His Divinity. Jesus showed in plain view how love operates (and by the way, it
isn't by force, deception or guilt trips!) He set the captives free and stuck around to wash
=n (he feet of the perpetrator who sought to betray Him. And why did He do this? To
i}y show us that while we are sinners, ignorant (or not) of our folly, one reality
holds sway:

TRUTH is the key to freedom, and LOVE is its keeper. Stacie Barsumian
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For afree subscription to
this newsletter or torder
Good News Tour DVDs
and/or audieCDs:

Office@

HeavenlySanctuargom
or fax 877.284.0039 o
phone 888.250.4612

If you prefer to mail
comments, suggestiong
or financial support:
HeavenlySanctuary.com

P O Box 4, Redlands, CA
92373

VISIT OUR WEBSITES :

HeavenlySanctuary
.cond Everything about
the character of God: fo
rum discussions, feature
articles, audio sermon
and more.

GoodNewsTour.cod
Information about future
Good News Tour con
ferences.

ComeAndReason.cadn
Dr . Ti nf
weekly  Bible  study
class and other recorded
seminars.

GodsCharacter.coinA
book by book Bible
study given by Dr. Brad
Cole.
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If  you enjoy the
POSITIVE side of life,
you will want to read
Marco Belmontés article
on page three.

0The life of
the law of God in
action; his death, but

the natural result of
perfectly keeping that

law and perfectly
proclaiming it to
others, in a world that
hated truth and good-
ness. 6 G. E.
Godis Love ,1897

Youdbve seen th

How did it affect YOU?

Recently the GNT team arranged with
company in Portland, Oregon to prep

However, the posters wdiaegholtt seems

were a few dissatisfied people who con
the picture, because they believe it
portrays the nature of Christ. (Too forgiving!) And because of this, the com
Subsequently, a news station picked up the story, and an internet site asked for
removed. About 30% of wvoters though

said) would use power and control to hurt and destroy terrorists, not wash their feét!

It may oonlyd be a picture, only a o0
News Tour group is not made up of activists, and since the advertising company,
freedom to remove any ad, we may chalk it up to a learning experience. HoweV
that the picture itself was much more broadly seen than before this incident! It i
interest of folk who saw it and attended the November meetings in Portland. Only
extent to which bad was turned into good in this very thought provoking incident.

CHOICES THAjTeMﬁAETiER é Itmakessense. EVERY TI ME | CHOOSE
AiSI No ("doin rmf ul things), | GAI N KNOWL
TO DEAL WITH (The natural consequences of not paying attention to natural laws). He WAN
save me from that pain. But even if | <cho
forsakes me. He walks through the pain and suffering with me. But His desire for me is to
from those harmful things, and to live in incredible relationship with Him. He desires us to |
health and prosperity, able to receive from Him and give to others, keeping that natural circle
flowing as He designed it. Interesting.

Scripture Eloguence : iUse your freedom serve on
gr ows . For everything we know a ut Godods
others as you |l ove yourself. That 6s an act
watch outd in no time at all you will be annihilating each other, and where will your precious
freedom be then? My counsel is this: Live
you wonoét feed the compul sions of sel finteee$timeass
that is at odds with a free spirit, just as the free spirit is incompatible with selfishness. These two
ways of life are antithetical, so that you cannot live at times one way and at times another way
Che¢eordiswg to how you feel on any given day.

escape the erratic compulsions of a law-dominated existence? (Galatians 5:13-18, The Message)
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Good News Toud Me mber s of Dr . Tim Jenningsdé Bibl
toward having a two day GNT session in their area. If any of our readers have friends or fam
might like to be a part of this endeavor or need to receive an invitation, please email their nan
addresses (with comments) toadmin@heavenlysanctuary.co(Rut Chattanooga GNT in the
subject line). This class of 50 plus members will be raising funds, finding a location, and daqi
foetwarle fog this Spring event, 2008. If you can assist, thank you. Please send any f
assistance to the Heavenly Sanctuary P. O. address at the left, and@hatkahooga GNT.
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8 out of 1.000.000 reasons' love this example and once again it haFhat's why | love telling people, "Go
2 2 had a profound impact on me becauseldesn't forgive because we ask for it,

I 6d | ike to shar e realzalhhtt frisntship with Sod rebll§ imther, hacausel He can't help it! It's Hi

the character of our God. These hawetwoway street, and that | can't be a go@HARACTER!"
changed my attitude toward Him. friend to God _if I'm fear_ful of _exp_ressin . God building an ark with na
my true emotions to Him. Th'“"'r.‘g th equirements for salvation from the flood
God was someone | should fear if | ever
Probably no single glimpse of God has hgdg the gall to say something like Mosés flood is coming. Build an ark. Thg
a more profound impact on me. | hawgid, was quickly dismantled in my mingequirements for getting on the ark? Nor
mentioned it in almost every sermon @g | read God's response: "l have pardodéwyone was allowed to get on it. It is sa
presentation I've ever given. | stilhccording to your word.” t hat in the final
remember the first time it hit me with full . . A be Iike the d
force - the revelation that God Himsefp-Abraham calling God on His morality ity 6 keep people out! | like that!
o L fegard to Sodom and Gomorrah.
was this kind of person. If God would 8. How Jesus treated Doubting Thom
wash Judas' feet (I recall this thougfthis one blows my mind. "Shouldn't thgll‘terJesus came forth from the tomb
then ... oh man... He'd wash mine, toolGod of the entire universe do what Ts '
don't think I've ever been the same sinceright?" For most of my life | thought forThis example is incredible. It's why | hay

1. Jesus washing the feet of Judas.

2. Jesus being concerned for the hun
pains of a little girl that He raised from th
dead.

HIS statement to God would quickly bagnostics. Thomas, a disciple of Chrig|
melted for having the audacity to questid@r three years, saw everythirigall the
God's morality. Wow. Turns out Abrahariracles and signs and all of the wa
| love the story of Jairus, when Chrigfidn't end up getting toasted. Then it K#hrist chose to treat people. After Chri
raised His daughter from the dead. Whak. If God didn't destroy Abraham fdrad risen from the dead, all of the discipl
prompts so much gratitude for God in th,iﬁaking that statementwell ... there it is had seen Him except Thomas. Every tif
example is the fact that while everyone dgain!  He wouldn't do that to me fadne of the twelve mentioned that he h
focused on God's "power" to raise tlzﬁgking the same question or statement! seen Christ, Thomas balked at them, an
dead, Christ revealed God's character oh _so - can imagine him sa
gloriously by asking the people to brin§ Jesus foraiving the people who wefg, *nooq neople...well....they don't cor
the little girl some food. After all, a persoflirdering Him even though they didrf, .\ 1o jife" At this point, Thomas
must be pretty hungry after they've be&skfor His forgiveness. couldndét possibly
dead! Once again, | realized that if Gadvas raised with the idea that you had tleat it had even been written yet), and
was concerned aboask God foi fergivdndss tolget Hirg ittt loud denies the resurrection of Chrig
appetite ... well... oh man! He must lfergive you- which resulted in all sorts offen days later, who comes walkin
concerned about everyone's hunger. twisted attempts to try and rememb#rough the wall? Y&s The One and Only
3. Jesus being confused with the gardendVe"Y sjngle wrong I'd ever done, whicdBodin-humanform, Jesus Christ. And
was futile. That is probably why lendedow does He treat
| think it was my good friend Brad Colgp just becoming a drug addict insteaccheck this out see my handssee my side
who first pointed this out to me and I'Viuch less resistance, and QUICKER. Yeuwhat do you think?" If God treate
loved it ever since. Here is Jesu§od- can imagine how excited | was whenThomas this way well, it came to me,
victoriously back from the dead, and ygéalized that as God was being murdenedn't that be the way He treats the on
even in His victory, He still remains sgn the cross, and as He was uttering thiro doubt like Thomas before He return
EUVEUQ an(: gentle tha}: even in thke e?ﬂ%rds "Father, forgive them," not one of

arkness of morning, He is mistaken i - i
the local graveyard gardener. Wobrgenses. Fartiermre, not only wellORE _G00D NEWS ABOUT

9 - ' Y We€oD'S GLORIOUS CHARACTER!

WOow! they not asking for forgiveness, they were
4. God's response to Moses after he t@gfually taunting God and throwing insults
God to wipe his name off the books. @t Him as they prayed for His death. Marco Belmonte
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The Grand Unification Theory

In the world of physics there are forces that seem to operate by different sets of rules. For instance, the micro particles that
make up atoms follow laws of operation that appear to have nothing to do with the laws of gravity. So what we know about
gravity cannot explain the workings of the subatomic world, and visa versa.

During the last century it has been one of the "holy grails" of science to come up with a theory or model that can explain the
known forces, as a singular force. The drive is to discover some overriding universal force or law through which all other forces
can be explained. Wh at these scientists are | ooking for
explains everything. (continued on next page)
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How about in the spiritual real m? More specifically, what
there contradictions to His character? Do we see God the Father as being a stern judge waiting for the next opportunity to inflict
judgments upon His creation, while Jesus, the merciful one, shields us from God's wrath? Does Jesus treat us in ways that the
Father is wunwilling to (or candt) treat us? | s the Fiathemay
it looks, we may be in need of a theological Grand Unification Theory. But more than a theory, we need a unifying truth about
God that explains it all!

The disciple John in his book, gets right down to the basics. "In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God. God created everything through him, and nothing was
created except through him." (John 1:1-3) Here in a few sentences John sweeps aside the curtain of time and space, giving us
a glimpse into the nature of the relationship between the Father and the Son. And what do we see? We see that in the begin-
ning, the Word, or Jesus, already existed with the Father. They have been partners from eternity, even before anything was
created! We also see that the creative process was a cooperative effort between Father and Son. God through Jesus brought
everything into existence. And only if the Father and Son are so close, are so unified in purpose and mind, can this be said:
"The Word was with God, and the Word was God." The wonderful reality is that Jesus is God. He was with God, and He is God.

Near the end of Christés ministry, an interesting converss
and what His relationship with the Father is 1ike. Let dys
known me, you would know who my Father is. From now on, you do know him and have seen him!" Philip said, "Lord, show us
the Father, and we wil!/ be satisfied." Jesus repl i embwwhbH

am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father!" Jesus confirmed what John stated at the beginning of his book. The
Father and the Son are ONE. In fact what Jesus has implied is that He and His Father are of the same character. Essentially
Jesus has asked Philip to look at Him, look at His life, His character, His manner, the way He treated people and through that
gaze, see clear through eternity to God Hi msel f! Wo w! | f
word. Jesus is just like the Father and the Father is just like Jesus!

Wh a't about the problem of sin? Doesnot God the Father hay
He cannot come close to sinners? But wait! Was Christ any less holy and perfect than the Father? Based on our discussion up
to this point, | think we would have to say no. Jesus, the Son, is just as holy and perfect as the Father. Yet He came close. Very
close. He took off His outer garment, got down on His knees, and washed the dirty feet of the man who was to betray Him. Did
Judas (or any disciple) need protection from God the Father? | know what | would say, but | like the way Paul puts it: "For God
in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through him God reconciled everything to himself." The Father was working
through Christ that night to treat Judas exactly how He wantedd with tenderness, love, grace, and yes, forgiveness.

Yes, but because of Goddés justice, doesnét He require som
of a sacrifice so the He can forgive? Jesus gives us the answer to this question too. He says in John 16:25,"l have spoken of
these matters in figures of speech, but soon | will stop speaking figuratively and will tell you plainly all about the Father. Then
you wil | ask in my name. I dm not saying | wild.l ask the yoa
love me and believe that | came from God." Jesus is matter of fact. He says Hewilnotas k t he Father on
going on here? Did He forget that Hedbs the buffer betwee
and is stated as clearly as any other truth in the Bible. The Father Himself loves us! He has no need of a go-between to secure
His acceptance of us. For it was heaven's plan that Jesus would come to reveal the Father's heart, not to change it.

So, | hope that it is with a renewed sense of trust that we read these words, "What shall we say about such wonderful things as
these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us?" (Romans 8:31, 32) Indeed! To know that God is FOR us, to know that the
Fat her and Son equally accept us, |l ove wus, and are drawin
true unity. Loren Smith
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Upcoming Events
Spring, 2008 (late and location to be announgd>ood News Tour, Chattanooga, TN area.

September 5 & 6, 2008 Good News Tour 2008, Loma Linda Univ. Church: Ty Gibson, Alden Thompson, Tim Jennings, M4
Silva, Brad Cole, Marco Belmonte, and Herb Montgomery. v8e®.GoodNewsTour.com

Ongoing Weekly events

Steve Gallimore Live,LifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel, 3rd Friday of every monfhpr2: Tim Jennings. See
www.ComeAndReason.com

Come and Reason Weekly Bible Study ClasSaturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher South, SAU, 144185 am: Tim
Jennings. Seeww.Comeandreason.com ( Li st en in on the classes or do

Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study, Thursday 12-1pm: Brad Cole. Sesww.GodsCharacter.com

Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible Study, Monday, 121pm: Brad Cole. Seeww.GodsCharacter.com
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