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. . . M i s t a k e n  I d e n t i t y . . . 

I didn’t think much of it when a friend said I had walked 
right by her at a store without saying hello. ―I’m sure it was 
you!‖ she insisted. Then this became a regular occurrence 
– friends insisting they had seen me in places I had not 
been.  The mystery was solved when a friend’s sister 
happen to work with my ―twin.‖ I never did get a chance to 
meet her but I was relieved to have pin-pointed her loca-
tion!  Honestly, I was smug in wondering how she lived her 
life and whom she associated with since I could be mis-
taken and possibly linked to some crazy indiscretion. 
 
We can all relate to the zeal involved with protecting our 
reputations. What about our passion for someone else’s 
reputation? Are we as jealous for another as we are for 
ourselves? Christ felt first hand the anguish of mistaken 
identity, ―Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd 
gathered…And the teachers of the law who came down 
from Jerusalem said, "He is possessed by Beelzebub, by 
the prince of demons he is driving out demons." God Him-
self was mistaken for Satan. How could that be? Some-
times mistaken identity has a tidy ending like my own story; 
but in the case of God’s reputation, the great controversy 
goes on.  There are still people who accuse God of either 
using Satan as His henchman, or using methods like  
extortion, bribery, manipulation and threats to get His way. 
 

How can we know for sure what God is like? What is our 
litmus test? Jesus Christ. We can begin by exploring how 
Jesus lived, why He died and rose again and ask point 
blank, ―What does this tell me about God?‖ We can open 
our Bibles and turn the pages to find stories that perplex 
us, inspire us, anger us, and revive us. At the end of the 
day, we may still ask, ―What is God like?‖ Look to Jesus! 
 
My case of mistaken identity happened over 20 years ago 
yet I still wonder about my "twin" and if our lives share any 
similarity beyond the physical aspect. Of course I am 
ashamed at my arrogance in wondering how she lived her 
life and how that reflected on me. I never considered until 
much later how it was my own egotistical mindset that 
needed tweaking - not hers.  It was shocking to look in the 
mirror and realize that my jealousy and concern for self 
was, in fact, totally opposed to God's principles! Christ said, 
"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends." (John 15:13) Perhaps Christ was 
also referring to doing all we can to preserve our neighbor's 
good name—especially if it has been ruined already. 
 
If gossip and slander could sit on the face of Evil, they 
would surely be its tongue and ears; for it is by what we say 
and what we are willing to listen to that have the power   
toward life or death.  Just for today may I be jealous for my 
neighbor's reputation and be the words of life that Jesus 
spoke of. Just for today may I look to Jesus! 

                                                              Stacie Belmonte 

                       S O   W H A T ? 

 

It is a rude question, isn't it? Let’s say you have just  
explained ―The meaning of life, the universe and every-
thing,‖ and someone has the temerity to say ―So what?‖ 
―What difference does all that make?‖  But it is a fair 
question. We have all heard people expound on some 
theory that, when it is all said and done, simply makes 
no practical difference whatsoever. How many angels 
can dance on the head of a pin? Who cares! 
 

What I'm going to do next might seem irreverent to 
some. It might be irreverent if I did not think that others 
might need to ask the question as much as I do. For the 
most part, those who read this newsletter share an    
appreciation for thinking about our relationship with God 
in the context of the great controversy over His charac-
ter and government. Many of us have come to           
appreciate and love the picture of God that emerges 
when we approach the Bible with the central question:                                 
  

ñWhat does this say about God?ò  

Many have concluded that what it says about God is 
that He loves each and every one of us supremely,   
beyond our capacity to understand. But so what? Really!  
There are two parts to my ―so what‖ question. The    
easier part is the question, ―What difference has this 
made in how I live my life? Has it made me a better   
person?‖ My own experience is that understanding that 
the God of the universe is on my side, lifts the burden of 
fear and dread that has often blocked me from saying, ―I 
will  arise  and go to my Father.‖   Knowing  that  God  is 
working hard to see that I ―make it,‖ that I receive the 
healing that I need, that He is my ―Father‖ in the best 
sense of that word, and knowing that He wants to be my 
friend, starts to drain away that cesspool of fear that has 
built up in my soul.  
 

Fear is the first, most immediate, most  obvious and the 
most damaging of sin’s effects.  It is what drives a 
wedge between me and the Source of Life.  The revela-
tion of  the  truth  about God’s love  and  trustworthiness 
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is the first step on the path back to full   
restoration. Thus, the answer to the first 

part is: it relieves my fear!  
 

The second part of the question seems 
more difficult: ―What are you going to do 
about it?‖ Certainly, part of the answer is 
that we should be shouting this Good 
News from the housetops, internet, news-
letters, books, movies, character of God 
conferences, and small study groups, as 
well as whatever media we can find to give 
voice to the GOOD NEWS about God.   But 
it seems to me that such profound Good 
News should have an equally profound 
effect on the whole structure of our society, 
in everything that we do. Shouldn't this 
good news about God change absolutely 
everything? And the place that it should 
make the most difference, the place that it 
should be most obvious is in how we treat 
each other! Jesus said ―By this will every-
one know that you are my disciples—that 
you love one another.‖ 
 

Well, there we have it! The answer, direct 
from Jesus. We can smile (question asked 
and answered) and move on comfortably 
to the next question, whatever that may be.  
But wait a minute. How do we do that? 
How does understanding God's love for us 
make us more loving people? Or does it?  
Does ―By beholding we become changed‖ 
really work? It might make us want to be 
more loving. But how do we actually      
become more loving? As a friend of mine 
says, ―What difference does it make, when 
the alarm goes off at 6:00 AM?‖ 
 

I have lived for more than thirty years with 
a growing knowledge of, and admiration 
for, the character of God. But I have also 
lived for thirty years with the growing 
knowledge that I do not really know how to 
be a loving person! There seems to be this 
huge disconnect between the kind of God 
that I worship, admire and wish to emulate, 
and what I actually do.  I cannot help but 
note that even though I now believe that 
the principles of the Kingdom of God are 
much different from those I see at work in 
the world around me, I have a dilemma.  I 
still seem to operate and live life daily, 
based on the principles set forth by the 
Prince of Darkness, the principles of the 
kingdom of men. Survival of self still reigns 

supreme. (At this point in the writing of this 
article, I misplaced the work I had done. I 
thought, ñMaybe that's a good thing. 
Maybe I'll know the answer when I find my 
copy!ò) 
 

Going on:  I suppose that in hermeneutics, 
as in the legal profession, you should 
never ask a question to which you do not 
already know the answer. But I must     
confess that I do not know this one.  I know 
that I am all too often not a very loving   
person. As Manuel Silva says in one of his 
presentations, ―I am a little Satan.‖ I know 
the feeling; so am I!  I would like to be a 
more loving person—I just don't know how. 
I don't even know how to work on becom-
ing that loving person. 
 

What is said about this in Revelation? ―He 
who endures to the end...‖ So maybe that 
is the answer. ―Never give up, never give 
in.‖ Just continue on. After all, it is not my 
job to do the healing, is it? That is the job 
of the Master Physician. 
 

I started writing this article with the vague 
notion that I was going to suggest that the 
―answer‖ lies in how we treat each other, 
and of course, it does—partially.  I thought 
I would propose that we lovers of God   
examine what it might look like to start 
classes and seminars on ―Learning how to 
love, from the Master Lover.‖ I would still 
like that. It would be beneficial to many, 
and might well move us down the road  
toward that day when God can stand up 
and declare, ―It is finished. It is time to 
bring the children home.‖ 
 

But now I wonder if part of the experience 
of living in relationship to the Ruler of the 
Universe is that one must embrace the 
mystery. We will not always know all the 
details—how it works. I'm sure God would 
love to teach that proverbial class, outlining 
each step for us, IF it would help. It may be 
that we simply could not understand or 
accept even His clear teaching!  I think of 
Jesus telling his disciples, ―I have many 
more things that I need to tell you, but you 
could not bear them.‖ Could it be that we 
simply  require  a very drastic and dramatic  
change in paradigm before we ―get it?‖  
Would it be debilitating for us if we        
misunderstood? 
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Whatever the case may be, I believe it eventually 

comes back to the necessity to trust in the Father as 

revealed in Jesus, to hold fast to that relationship 

and to stay alert for the lessons God sends us.  And, 

we can watch for the opportunities He gives us to  

practice becoming a loving person, and ask our 

"Teacher" for a clear mind to understand.   

    Mark Merizan   

      SEARCH for FREEDOM 

 

One doesn’t have to walk far down 
any city street large or small, to     
notice the stoic look of boredom on 
faces of young and old.  Perhaps it 
affects us all differently—this feeling 
that between global warming alarms, 
airport security measures, war at its 
worst, gas prices, and a God that is 
―out to get you‖—there isn’t much 
actual freedom out there.  Oh, you 
can still go to a few beaches and 
leave your towels and designer 
beach shoes on the chair while you 
take a dip, and have them still be 
there when you return.  Some     
families still leave their homes 
unlocked day and night.  (―Locks are 
for honest people!‖)    
 

But the growing fear of lost freedom 
is there, despite rising numbers of 
self-help books, true confession 
revelations from celebrities, spiritu-
ally oriented ―answer‖ books, and 
television psychologists. 
 

Somehow though, true freedom    
hasn't been so easy to discover,   
understand, or procure.  And so, the 
searching continues.  It’s hard, after 
all, to remember all those wonderful 
nuggets and outlines that are      
guaranteed to make you wildly     
proficient, noticeably desired, or just 
―free‖ to be yourself!   
 

Having done some personal         
recovery with all its exclusive facets 
of pain and growth, I’ve attended a 
handful of support groups and have 
facilitated training sessions for emo-
tional wound healing.  And so, I find 
myself constantly in the ―seek‖ mode 
for life at its best, enduring the     
plateaus, and enjoying the           
occasional growth spurts. 
  

On the shelves of our log home 
dwells an informative book or two 
that have given encouragement at 
less than optimal times. They tell me 
a little about our subject:  that anger 
is the offspring of fear; and fear hap-
pens when freedom is lost.  Anger in 
our homes, workplaces, even our 
houses of worship, happens when 
one individual tries to stop the free-
dom of another with a power play, 
whether accomplished overtly         
or covertly. That’s when the 
―medicators‖ or destructive behaviors 
can kick in, to ease the pain of being 
controlled.  It is pretty plain to see 
that the LACK of freedom definitely 
affects us and those around us!  And 
yet, we continue to insist that God 
―controls‖ us, lock, stock and barrel!    
 

So, where am I going with this?  
What IS freedom?  Is it proving that   
the government is evil? Not paying 
taxes?  Does it mean spurning a 
marriage or driver's license?  Can it 
be found by owning your own busi-
ness? Procuring the "American 
dream"?  Denying church member-
ship? 
 

Here’s my question for us: As      
Christians, how do we even begin 
to show others what we believe 
freedom entails?   Is it a matter of 
―street preaching‖?  Evangelizing by 
the thousands in foreign lands?  
Slowing up a grocery line while we 
pray with the check-out clerk?  Con-
vincing, coercing (with fear, no less) 
―sinners‖ into a ―home free‖          
philosophy by having  them   publicly 
and tearfully admit that they have 
done awful things, having them beg  
Jesus for a free ticket to heaven?   
 

Recently, I watched a well-known 
actor and a preacher "team up" on 
television,   as     they      interviewed   

people on a city street.  They       
stopped one after another with these 
questions: "Do you believe in God?  
Have you ever lied? Stolen? 
Cheated? Hated?"  Some expressed 
that if there is a God, He would for-
give and take them to heaven any-
way. The interviewer  then told them 
that they had just  confessed to   
being an "idolator," by creating a god 
of their own choosing (who winked at 
sin), and now they had also broken 
the SECOND commandment!  Then, 
after explaining graphically about 
hell, the interviewer extracted a   
confession, and led them into the 
"sinner's prayer" in front of millions! 
(FEAR, they explained later on in the 
program, was a ñviable and effective 
way to bring people to Christ!ò  And 
anyone denying that God created an 
everlasting hell, was denying truth 
and was an idolator, having created 
their own god.)  
 

Folk of all ages are concerned about 
freedom.  When new parents begin 
decorating the nursery, it hits them 
that how they raise their child really 
matters! And so begins the dance of 
creating a little person who obeys, 
yet learns to self-govern wisely.  As 
child, wife, mother, and now grand-
mother, I’ve never been very good at 
swallowing two things—pills (Mother 
would mash them in honey), and 
―hook, line and sinker‖ spiritual     
philosophies.  Yes, for a time, I fell 
into the thought process that says: if 
I  raise  my  children   ―right‖    during 
the first three to seven years of their 
lives, they’ll just automatically walk 
right into heaven.  Thankfully, a few 
years later I realized that a lack of 
freedom, even for a child, comes at  
too high a price.     
 

There are other changes: It has been 
for me a  very  refreshing experience  
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to   re-read the very Bible I’ve misun-
derstood in years past. The stories, I 
see now, are not so much about 
what we should or should not DO; 
they are about what God DID and is 
doing—how He treats with patience 
and love even those (especially 
those) who hate Him, who have   
followed Satan’s lead, and who    
misrepresent Him.   
 

In Brennan Manning's book, The Boy 
Who Cried Abba, little Willie Juan (a 
disfigured, peer-rejected child) 
makes a journey to a ―holy‖ cave.   
He talks with the El Shaddai, Who 
tells him ―Willie Juan, it is the deep-
est desire of my heart to be known, 

loved, and wanted as I really am .  
 

So, how do we as parents, counsel-
ors, teachers, spiritual leaders, stop 
taking it ―just as we were taught,‖ 
cutting off the end of the proverbial 
meatloaf just because grandma did?  
Could we re-read the Bible accounts 
of WHO God is and see:  how He 
runs His kingdom with unselfish 
love—patiently, creatively—not with 
force or coercion? Some say God 
chooses to bestow His grace and 
blessings only upon those who 
please Him. How does that make 
Him look?  Would we trust a person 
we knew who operated that way?   

I am saddened by the realization that 
Christianity seems to believe that 
God’s power is devoid of respect for 
us; that His Sovereignty means arbi-
trary choice-making, with no rhyme 
or reason.  There are usually a few 
raised eyebrows when I say that I 
don’t want to live with a God like 
THAT for eternity!  I say it with much 
reverence, however, because not for 
a second do I believe He is like that.  
Not for a second! What good would 
it do for God to take thousands of 
years, allowing His children to suffer, 
and in the end, still not have a     
universe who has come to under-
stand (1) that Satan’s accusations 
are false? (2) That God is fair, and is 
NOT a manipulator? (3) That sin will 
NOT arise again because we finally 
TRUST what God’s reasonable and 
extravagant love might choose next?  
 

Isn’t 6,000 years of evidence enough 
to show us that God CAN be 
trusted?  That He DOES respect our 
freedom of choice, and that love 
CANNOT be forced, especially by 
Him who IS love?  The sooner we 
can share the REAL ―Good News‖ 
with friends,  strangers and family, 
the sooner God’s Kingdom will make 
sense.  Then, perhaps, abject FEAR 
of God can become respect/love. 
Our agony to the point of having to 
mentally dismiss God all together to 

survive), can turn to peace.   
 

Next time you hear someone (even a 
church leader) adamantly declare 
that some day soon, God will vindi-
cate His children and Himself by  
vehemently punishing and then   
destroying the evil men who have 
disrupted our lives and history, ask 
yourself—does that make you feel 
more loving toward your Heavenly 
Father?  At times, it seems as if we 
can hardly wait for the day when we 
―watch those people roast at the 
hands of an angry God!‖    
 

Perhaps again, we should simply 
ask:  If it is ―by beholding we become 
changed,‖ WHO are we beholding, to 
create in us such an attitude? Are we 

like the accusers of 
Mary Magdalene, 
wanting vengeance?  
And if so, how did   
Jesus treat them (i.e., 
how would God treat 
me...)?  I am so aware 
that my own spirit 
―naturally‖ tends to-
ward self-preservation. 

God help us (me), as we daily grow 
into the joy of living a life—driven not 
just by purpose (usually our own)—
but by pure, deep LOVE.   

                                Johnnie Lorren 


