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Inspired Pen or Inspired Men?

(First installment)

Reading the Bible has become a real
passion for me and one of the great joys of
life! 1 no longer perceive Bible reading as
an obligation or requirement, but rather as
an intense and meaningful experience with
God. And, with each reading through the
Bible, | become more thoroughly
convinced than ever of its Divine inspira-
tion. The 66 books of the Bible, in my
mind, are limitless in depth, and collec-
tively represent the most relevant, insight-
ful, and life-changing literature on the
planet. In fact, there are very few books
that | would desire to read twice; but my
own experience with the Bible is that
it gets better with each trip through, as
layer after layer of wonderful truth about
God becomes increasingly beautiful
and clear! Of course, one needs to read
through the Bible for oneself (several
times preferably) to discover whether or
not this claim is really true.

One of the most effective means of prayer
is to simply read the Bible and to discuss
it with God as you read. It changes the
experience of reading the Bible into an
intimate and life-changing conversation
with God. Sometimes, this discussion can
be painfuld i Go d , I donot
your words are so harsh in Ezekiel. Help
me to understand. 0
these questions as we read, the answers
that might ultimately convict our hearts as
to the all-together loving and gentle nature
of His character may never come.

Our understanding of the inspiration of the
Bible is one of the more important topics
in Christianity today. For example, many
hold to the position that the Bible was
essentially dictated by God. The argument
is made that if there is any human element
in the Bible which, by its very nature
would be associated with errord since
everything human is imperfectd that this
would fundamentally destroy the Bible as
an authority.

What | have experienced in discussing the
Bible with individuals that hold to this
position, is that there is a great reluctance
to explore, discuss and attempt to give
meaning to any apparent contradictions in
scripture. Because, after all, if the Bible
was dictated by God, then any mistake or
contradiction may cause the entire docu-
ment to collapse into insignificance;
therefore, to even discuss some of these
issues is seen as

the authority of S

For example, when David decided to give
the census, we are given two different
descriptions:

fi T HLORD was angry at Israel again, and
he made David think it would be a good
idea to count the people in Israel and
Judah. o0 (2-CBMmuel

fiSatan wanted to bring trouble on the
people of Israel, so he made David decide
to take a censusGND

Is this a contradiction? | believe that there
is a beautiful resolution to this question.
But if we are afraid to explore every path
and every question that comes up as we
read (out of fear that if we discover one
mistake, then all is lost), we will never
enter as deeply into the truth as God
desires fdrest st and why

Bu? if fnstea%l %ftvievxi/infg '[hé"’l%ble(]lasoan

book that was dictated from God, we come
to see that the Bible is designed to give us
the clearest reflection of WHO GOD IS,
and if we are reading every story and verse
to come closer to this knowledge of God,
then the experience of reading the Bible
opens up an entirely new dimension.

The Bible is
how He has dealt with the very sad

rebellion in His universe. It is the story of

Gododés incredible ¢
the love and trust of both angels and man.

It is the story that reveals the character of

God. And we must read the Bible with

that singular focus in mind.
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Inspired?

How was God involved in the inspiration
of the Bible? For example, did He dictate
t hese wor dighank @od tRahlu
did not baptize any of you except Crispus
and Gaius. No one can say, then, that you
were baptized as my disciples. (Oh yes, |
also baptized Stephanas and his family; but

I canot remember W
omer etliseal) 0a (T G\a t
cripture. o
These ar e obvi
refl ect Paul 6s f au
God could have sha
so that this passa
how many people Paul baptized in the
church of Corinth is unimportant to our
understanding of God! And quite frankly, |
am glad that God did not in any way
sogtrol he mind of Paul by improving his
memory on how many people he baptized!

I like the forgetfulness of Paul revealed in
this passage and the fact that God did no
juhplin tdchrbcOtd matter. € S 2 1

ous|

And later we read that Paul would
occasionally give his opinion on matters
even when he did not have a clear
command from God as to what advice he
should give:

iNow, concerning W
u(J)”nrparried eople: |1 do not have a
command $rém the Lord, but I give my
opinion as one who
worthy f trusté. T
t hink t I t oo

t
Corinthians 7:25, GN)
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Now, | woul d wval ue
highly, but statements like this once again

reveal the human_ element_involved in
nGodos st of
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The view of scripture that holds every
word as dictated from God, therefore,
tends to place all of the words as having

equal value and importance. For example,
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For a free subscription to
this newsletter or to order
Good News Tour DVDs
and/or audio-CDs:

Office@

HeavenlySanctuary.com
or fax 877.284.0039 or
phone 888.250.4612.

If you prefer to mail
comments, suggestions,
or financial support:
HeavenlySanctuary.com P O
Box 4, Redlands, CA 92373

VISIT OUR WEBSITES:

HeavenlySanctuary
.comd Everything about
the character of God: fo-
rum discussions, featured
articles, audio  sermons
and more.

GoodNewsTour.comd
Information about future
Good News Tour con-
ferences.

ComeAndReason.comd
Dr . Ti nf
weekly  Bible  study
class and other recorded
seminars.

GodsCharacter.como
A book by book Bible
study given by Dr. Brad
Cole.

...The firmament
showeth

His handiwork...

the song of Deborah describes the actions of the
woman, Jael, when she killed Sisera by driving a
tent peg through his head, and concludes with
these words, fiSo may all your enemies die like
t hat, OUudges 5:31 & @N)

Some individuals would refer to a passage such as
this to suggest that it is justifiable to desire for our
enemies to be killed in like manner. If Deborah
could wish for Godoés
tent peg, then so can I!

But this is why we must establish a hierarchy of
truth and fAinspiratio
sentence sounds scary, but Jesus gave us
permission to have such a hierarchy when He
repeatedly said in His Sermon on the Mount,
fiYou have heanmnwl
Since the life and death of God in human form, all
truth should be seen through what was revealed
by Jesus.
words, actions, and death of God in human form
as the pinnacle of truth 7 not the desire for
vengeance on our enemies as reflected in the song
of Deborah. All truth is held to this highest
standard of Christ.

Here is the idgal %hﬁisf'%:% gttgude that we
should have '[owarci3 our enemies:

AiBut | tell you who

do good to those who hate you, bless those who
curse you, and pray for those who mistreat you. If
anyone hits you on one cheek, let him hit the
other one too; if someone takes your coat, let him
have your shirt29as we

Christ is the ideal! Christ is the clear truth. The
song of Deborah reflects the human element,
which is also reflected in so many of the Psalms.
For example, does this sound like Christ?

iBreak the teeth of t
they disappear like water draining away; may they
be crushed like weeds on a path. May they be like
snails that dissolve into slime; may they be like a
baby born dead that never sees the light. Before
they know it, they are cut down like weeds; in his
fierce anger God will blow them away while they
are still living. The righteous will be glad when
they see sinners punished; they will wade through
the blood of the-10wi ck

Is there ever a time to wish this on our enemies?
Should the righteous really be glad when they see
sinners punished? Once again, we look to God as
the ideal. How does God feel when sinners are
punished?

AChri sti ansgfmysfeR Hih d

ATel | them that as S
LORD, am the living God, | do not enjoy seeing
sinners die. | would rather see them stop sinning
and live. Israel, stop the evil you are doing. Why
do you want to idGNg?O0

Listen to the passion of God as He looks on His
rebellious children:

MY Mp & § p LiBnt dd Feaviighne ) TReY
pray to god Baal for
to help them. But how can | give up on you,
Ephraim? How can | turn you loose, Israel? How
cad | de@e yoe tor be audnedt Itkee AdmahB
devastated |ike |l uckl
even think such thoughts. My insides churn in
protest. O ( Ho § BhaMedsate) 7, 8

ittelslaiycdu dat

We should rather be like God and our insides

should fAchurn in prof
hold to

One view of inspiration can use the Bible to
justify having these thoughts toward our enemies:

AHappy are those who
have done to usd who take your babies and
smash them against a
GN)

and desires to have the attitude that Christ had
toward those who tortured Him to death:

AnForgive t hem, Fat hern
they are doiihGN)o (Luk
I'1.0 (Luke 6:27

But God talks that way sometimes!

One of the issues to be resolved in reading the
Bible is that God Himself uses hard words, on
occasion. Even gentle Jesus used harsh words at
times when speaking to the hardened religious

Kdese fierce Ilions, O

In brief, | like this verse in Hosea as an
explanation of this; A The peopl e

stubborn as mules. How can | feed them like
l ambs in a meadBGBNy?0 (

Guess what? God loves stubborn mules, and He is
willing to speak the language that only a stubborn
At e tRfalimMder8t&nd.
this manner, but canbo
understand? If your three children are playing
outside and you see from a distance that there is a
rattlesnake coiled right where they are playing,
what would you do? Well, suppose you said,
AChil dren, this is ve
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right now, 0 but t h
you raised your voice, but they are just
annoyed and perceive that you are

meddl ing i n their
listen? Would you
warned them, but

No! The only loving thing to do in that
situation is to shout and even to threaten if
necessary, but what would you do if they
finally ran to you, maybe crying, because

you scared them?
t hem, il only sho
|l ove you. Now don

And so God, from His heart of love, has at
ti mes spoken to th
hearted mules, 0 us
understand. But once we come to Godd

maybe even out of feard the first thing

rtto a}rd h{se
VgL et

telyat

be afraid. o

IL tieYe valuedn' dﬁi of SI:rl tﬁrX’ d

say as a pare , f

So S‘ef %e angry words in tﬁe Blble do not
reflect the ideal of Christ, is there no value
then in reading the words of David, for
example, when he Would pray for the
0g? Nq
F {ble! 6f h

g p e erg on e wrt § stories 0
perfect people who spoke per ect words, it
would not reach people like you and | who

at trmes do hfate our enemies.

0s who are

words at we
In Qc? Jesus never struggﬁed to overcome
hatred toward others, or with what to do
after breaking a promise; nor did He

idemotr el lyo u@s Whstuggle ip Tovereomeea piows and selfish

s t @nfulbh@mans who have struggled, failed

heart, or so many of the things that plague
us. So, how does God reach those of us
who date strayed so far from the ideal?
We Bible, revdals the lives and words of

and at times overcome, as a means of
reaching us in our separation from God. It
is Godés way of re
out of our misery and to bring us to a new
'paﬂadigrn of thought and action.

HsS Sticld by BRAD COLE will be
continued in the next issue (April).

WHAT ABOUT LOVE?

Februaryd the month devoted to cards, spe-
cial trips, candlelight dinners, walks in the
parkd has come and gone. Children have
tucked away that fist full of little red paper
cards they found on their school desks, giv-
ing them some clue to their popularity.
Young people watched to see if anyone spe-
cial was looking their way in class, at work,
or at a restaurant. Connections were maded

some good, some bad. Married couples ei-
ther experienced the joy of remembering
each other, or the disappointment of
watching their spouse busy with everything
BUT remembering them on that special day.

What did God have in mind when He cre-
ated LOVE? (Or is real love simply WHO
HE 1S?) What does the word even mean?
Perhaps this excerp
book, Could It Be This Simple? might give
us something to reflect upon as we look back
on t he mont h of fil
growth in our own relationships with man
and God.

Human beings do not naturally possess
true love. It is a love quite the opposite of
our natural desires, of selfishness, of our
genetic inheritance, of egotism, and of the
id. True love is the principle of doing
whatdés in the bes
person, the principle of givingd of benefi-
cence, regardless of how one might
actually feel.

Parents, do you remember taking your
toddler to get vaccines? Did it feel good
for you or your child? Then why did you
do it? Because your reason and
conscience recogmzed it was in your
chil db best
And because you love your child, you

chose to have someone stick a needle in
your child even though it caused pain. But
the ppip was, nop what wes iptendgdd it
was something unavoidable in order to get
the vaccine.

ove, 0 and forward

Do you think you took any risks that your
toddler might not understand? From the

Inte rtﬁ:e %TBSS

V' %o
itrar |ng who
them h r%qrur es sgﬁﬁé ind OB de);ge enty

______ chil ddés perspectiv
was l'i ke to get
True Love is Not Natural Daddy, why are you doing this? Why are
When | ask my patients how to tell what You | et ti ng
true love is, far too many respond by say- me ? 0
ing ABy the way it feels. 0 But as

already discovered, feelings are entirely But because you love your children, were
unreliable and can often deceive. Many of you willing to be misunderstood in order
us, for example, have experienced the to do what you knew was best for them,
confusion of thinking we are in love only even when it felt bad? That is how love
to later discover tvdike Soma@ed ivigls good, vifile mi

We‘iactl? Fk¥ tRat. But love does what is

other times it hurts. But love always heals,
always protects, always builds up, never
destroys, never seeks its own. True love is
not motivated by feelings.

t ﬁ&veeﬂoeg Wl{at Is %ifght the

Think of Christ in the Garden of
Gethsemane. He was about to experience
the cross, the greatest act of love ever
known in all history, and what were His
feelings? He was in anguish. He
agonized. He suffered (see Matt. 26: 36-
44; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46). If
Christ had based His actions on how He
felt, He WOL‘Ld not have gone h with

Re isnbit 'a feetih % ut ah 9

action in spite of feelings.

When we lgve others, we will be willing to
Mrisk Béirig®misunderstood in order to do
what is in their best interest. God did this
altl (t)hrough the Old Testament. Many
times He raised His voice to get the

attention of His unruly children because

a nd
8estro§/%grr%eives tc&ﬁs?dér d rigké&

IOIa?r)}m(?gHt ¢onsider thal'God'id;

severe ven fuI
fact, many have decided that God is

right and reasonable because it is right and
reasonable, not because of what others will
think.
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(continued from page thrge

True love stems from knowing God.
When we know Him, as it is our privilege,
we find our hearts broken in admiration
and adoration for the great sacrifice He has
made to reach us. The recognition of the
immense measures He took upon Himself
leads to gratitude in our hearts. As we
learn to know Him, we come to love,
admire, respect, and trust Him. We learn
His methods and principles, and then we
begin to practice them in our own lives.
Our desire to stand for what is true and
healthy eventually outweighs our concern
for ourselves, and we begin to walk on a
higher plane of existence, free from fear
and insecurity. God re-creates us within
and endows us with a power outside of
ourselves that enables our continued
advancement and growth.

Love Is the Opposite of Dependency

Love heals, while dependency destroys.
Love liberates, while dependency always
seeks to control. Love gives, while
dependency constantly takes. Love is fear-
less, while dependency is fear-ridden.
Love is interested in another, while
dependency focuses on self. Love is
stable, while dependency wavers. Love is
orderly and reliable, while dependency is
chaotic and unreliable. Love is based on
principle, while dependency is based on
feelings. Love is consistent, while depend-
ency is inconsistent. Love is honest and
truthful, while dependency is dishonest
and deceitful. Love is patient, while
dependency is impulsive. Love is kind,
while dependency is cruel. Love is
forgiving, while dependency is resentful.

Love protects, while dependency exploits.
Love sacrifices self, while dependency
sacrifices others. Love never ends, while
dependency never lasts. And love never
fails, while dependency never succeeds.

Tim Jennings, M.D.
Excerpts are taken from pages 75-77 of
Could It Be This Simple?

www.ComeAndReason.com

ifiHereds how you tell the difference between God?os
The one who wondt practice righteous ways isndét from G
A simple test.
The way we know wedve been transferred fron
is that we |l ove our brothers and sisters. Anyone
My dear children, | etés not just talk about |
This is the only way weol |l know weobre |living
ltds also the way t o sderitidism,ceewwhendrene is someétrangtioin.g s el f

For God is greater than our worried hearts and knows more about us than we do ourselves.
As we keep his commands, we live deeply and surely in him, and he lives in us.

And this is how we experience his deep and abiding presence in us by the Spirit he gave us.

(1 John 3:10, 14, 18 -20, 246 The Message)
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March 28-29, 20081 Good News Tour, Collegedale Church, Collegedale, TN: Marco Belmonte, Brad Cole, Tim Jennings, John Ni

Upcoming Events

and Manuel Silva. Seavww.ComeAndReason.com

April 45,2008fiHe al i ng The

www.Comeandreason.com

Mi nd Seminar,

Downer ds

Grove SDA Churc

April 25-26, 2008 i Calimesa SDA Church Retreat, Pine Springs Ranch, CA: Tim Jennings. v8ge.ComeAndReason.com

September 56, 2008 Good News Tour, Loma Linda Univ. Church: Marco Belmonte, Brad Cole, Tim Jennings, Herb Montgomer

Randy Roberts, Manuel Silva, and Alden Thompson. Segvw.GoodNewsTour.com
March 2021, 2009 Good News Tour, Marco Belmonte, Greg Boyd, Brad Cole, Tim Jennings, and Manuel Silva, Location to be

announced. Seenww.Goodnewstour.com

Ongoing Weekly Events

Steve Gallimore Livel.ifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel: Tim Jennings. Seevw.ComeAndReason.com
Come and Reason Weekly Bible Study ClasSaturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher South, SAU, 10:418.:15 am: Tim Jennings.

Seewww.ComeAndReason.com ( L i s

Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study;hursday 12-1 pm: Brad Cole. Seevww.GodsCharacter.com
Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible StudyMonday, 121 pm: Brad Cole. Seevww.GodsCharacter.com

ten to recorded

cl asses,

or downl oad o

on,

nto




