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Sabbath‖ and how the Sab-

bath is a weekly day of rest 

for mind, body and soul, a 

time apart from the stress of 

the world to spend with God, 

family and friends. He de-

scribed the Sabbath as a 

twenty-four hour period that, 

in Bible times, was cele-

brated from sunset Friday 

until sunset Saturday, but 

today, by tradition, is cele-

brated from sunset Saturday 

to sunset Sunday.  
 

As I sat there in the pew, I 

thought, ―What could I say 

to him that he didn’t already 

know? What could I tell him 

that he was missing? How 

could I describe the truth 

about the seventh-day Sab-

bath in a way that was not 

applicable to any other day? 

What could I say that was 

compelling?‖ What would 

you have said? 
 

Maybe you would tell him 

that the seventh-day Sabbath 

is a memorial of creation, 

and he would smile and say, 

―Oh, yes I believe in six 

literal days of creation and 

think of my creator God 

every Sunday.‖ Is he not 

allowed to celebrate God’s 

creation on Sunday? Maybe 

you would talk about how it 

is also a memorial of our 

deliverance from sin via 

Christ’s sacrifice on the 

cross, and he would reply 

e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y , 

―Absolutely!  That is the 

most important thing to 

think about each Sunday 

when we worship. That is 

why we celebrate the com-

munion each week to remem-

ber our Lord’s sacrifice.‖ 

Maybe you would tell him 

that the Sabbath is a special 

time that God spends with us, 

like a birthday, and that you 

set the seventh-day aside to 

spend with God because that 

is when God will be with you 

He might respond by asking, 

―Do you mean that the God 

you worship would refuse to 

spend time with people seek-

ing to meet with Him on Sun-

day or any other day?‖  
 

You quickly remember an 

analogy your pastor told you 

years ago, so you tell him to 

imagine having seven identi-

cal envelopes and in only one 

envelope there is a dollar bill, 

and with a smile of confi-

dence you close your case by 

telling him the dollar bill 

represents the special blessing 

contained only within the true 

Sabbath! But then he looks at 

you quizzically and sincerely 

asks, ―Can you tell me what 

that blessing is, exactly? 

What kind of blessing is it 

that is contained within the 

seventh-day Sabbath that you 

think I cannot receive on any 

other day?‖ Then what would 

you say? Would you finally 

say, ―Well the Sabbath is an 

arbitrary test of obedience.  

God is sovereign and as Sov-

ereign, He has the right to 

make holy whatever He 

chooses and He has chosen to 

make the seventh day holy as 

a test of loyalty and obedi-

ence. Therefore, the blessing 

you are missing is the bless-

ing of obedience.‖  
 

But what if he had read an 

article by Ellen White, and he  

reminded you of this passage: 

―Satan sought to intercept 

every ray of light from the 

throne of God.  He sought to 

cast his shadow across the 

earth, that men might lose the 

true views of God's character, 

and that the knowledge of 

God might become extinct in 

the earth. He had caused truth 

of vital importance to be so 

mingled with error that it had 

lost its significance. The law 

of Jehovah was burdened with 

needless exactions and tradi-

tions, and God was repre-

sented as severe, exacting, 

revengeful, and arbitrary. He 

was pictured as one who 

could take pleasure in the 

sufferings of his creatures. 

The very attributes that be-

longed to the character of 

Satan, the evil one repre-

sented as belonging to the 

character of God.‖  {ST, 

January 20, 1890 par. 6} 
 

And then he might ask, ―Are 

you supporting Satan’s alle-

gation that God is arbitrary? 

That there is no reason for the 

Sabbath other than God used 

His power to make it so?" 

Then do we walk away shak-

ing our heads, mentally con-

demning this fine man to eter-

nal damnation for rejecting 

the Sabbath?  Or do we take 

the time to understand the 

reason for the Sabbath that is 

beyond reproach, that reveals 

the truth about God, and that 

can never be transferred to 

another day – even by God 

Himself?  
 

When was the Sabbath cre-

ated? At the end of creation 

week of this planet. And what   

(continued on page 4)        

Have you ever heard, as a 

Seventh-day Adventist, that 

we honor the Sabbath be-

cause God made it holy? 

I’ve heard people say, ―I 

would only honor another 

day if God changed the 

holiness from Sabbath to 

that day.‖ What would you 

say if I told you that God 

can’t change the holiness 

from Sabbath to any other 

day? Let me explain. Sev-

eral years ago I was visiting 

a Methodist church where a 

friend of mine is pastor. On 

this particular Sunday 

morning my friend was 

finishing a two part series 

on the Sabbath. Well natu-

rally, as a Seventh-day 

Adventist, as soon as I saw 

the sermon topic, I was 

excited with anticipation 

and could hardly wait for 

the sermon to begin.  
 

My friend did a beautiful 

job of describing how God 

created the Sabbath in the 

Garden of Eden as a bless-

ing for mankind; how it 

was given again at Sinai as 

a memorial of creation and 

deliverance from bondage. 

He read Isaiah 58 and elo-

quently extolled his parish-

ioners about the delights of 

Sabbath-keeping and re-

minded them if Sabbath 

was joyless, then true Sab-

bath observance had yet to 

be experienced. He spoke 

about Jesus as ―Lord of the 

           CAN GOD CHANGE THE SABBATH?  
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Is Creation vs. Evolution a 

“ C haracter of God ”   

Issue? 

 

All doctrinal beliefs 

should revolve around 

one central question: 

ñHow does this belief 

or doctrine enhance, 

clarify, protect, and 

elevate the true char-

acter of God?ò If a 

doctrinal belief does 

not primarily contrib-

ute to the character of 

God and provide support 

that He really is just 

like Jesus in charac-

ter, then we had better 

re - think its impor-

tance.  

 

But how is the evolu-

tion vs. creation de-

bate a character of God      

issue? The principle or 

foundation of Godôs 

kingdom is based on 

loving and serving oth-

ers. ñInstead, let love 

make you serve one an-

other. For the whole 

Law is summed up in one 

commandment: óLove your 

neighbor as you love 

yourself.ôò (Galatians 

5:13 - 14, GN) Our entire 

frame of reference is 

to be others - centered, 

not  sel f - centered. 

ñ...be humble toward 

one another, always 

considering others bet-

ter than yourselves. 

And look out for one 

another's interests, 

not just for your own.ò 

(Philippians 2:3, GN) 

ñIn brotherly love let 

your feelings of deep 

affection for one an-

other come to expres-

sion and regard others 

as more important than 

yourself.ò (Romans 

12:10, NJB)  

 

Can you even imagine 

living in a world where 

others were more con-

cerned about your well -

being that you? That 

really would be heaven. 

But what is most re-

markable of all is that 

the all - powerful God of 

the universe is other -

centered! God Himself 

came in human form to 

reveal that the great 

principle of His king-

dom is love for others 

over love for self: 

ñThere is no greater 

love than to lay down 

oneôs life for one's 

friends.ò (John 15:13, 

NLT)  

 

Yet the Bible describes 

a great war between 2 

competing principles:  

Satanôs principle -  

which is ultimately 

concerned with self, 

even to the point of 

killing others to sur-

vive, as opposed to 

Godôs principle ï which 

is concerned primarily 

with others, even to 

the point of laying 

down oneôs life for 

others. In his defi-

ance, Satan even goes 

so far as to deny the 

existence of Godôs 

principle of other -

centered love:  

 

ñUnselfishness, the 

principle of Godôs 

kingdom, is the princi-

ple that Satan hates; 

its very existence he 

denies. From the begin-

ning of the great con-

troversy he has endeav-

ored to prove Godôs 

principles of action to 

be selfish, and he 

deals in the same way 

with all who serve God. 

To disprove Satanôs 

claim is the work of 

Christ and of all who 

bear His name.ò (EGW, 

Education, pg. 154)  

 

So, what does all of 

this have to do with 

the creation vs. evolu-

tion debate? Some 

Christians have taken 

the position that God 

has used evolution as a 

means of slowly bring-

ing the human race into 

existence. The problem 

with this as it relates 

to the character of God 

is that the underlying 

principle of evolution 

is survival of the fit-

test. It would mean 

that God instituted a 

mechanism of creation 

by which the stronger 

would survive by kill-

ing off the weaker. 

What would it say about 

God if He chose to cre-

ate you and me using 

the dog - eat - dog methods 

and principles which 

are espoused by His 

enemy? 

 

It is true that in to-

dayôs world we do see 

survival of the fittest 

in nature, but that is 

the result of the dra-

matic disruption and 

intervention of rebel-

lion in Godôs creation. 

This was NOT the state 

of the world when God 

spoke it into existence 

as described in Gene-

sis. At that time there 

was perfect peace. The 

strong did not prey on 

the weak but rather 

they lived in harmony. 

And of Adam at creation 

God said that it was 

not good that he should 

be alone. Why? Did Adam 

need someone to serve 

him ?  Or rather, did 

Adam need someone that 

he  could serve and 

thereby learn to love 

others more than self? 

And so ideally a man 

and a woman come to-

gether in love as one, 

and marriage should 

reflect the ideal of 

other - centered love.  

 

But God did not stop 

there. He has even 

shared His creative 
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                                                   Upcoming Events 

August, 2007—Lake Tahoe SDA Camp meeting, Camp Richardson, July 30-August 4: Marco Belmonte.  See 

www.HeavenlySanctuary.com. 

September 5-6, 2008 (tentatively)ðGood News Tour , Loma Linda University Church: Ty Gibson, Alden Thompson, Tim 

Jennings, Manuel Silva, Brad Cole, and Marco Belmonte.  See www.GoodNewsTour.com. 

 

Ongoing Weekly events:  

Steve Gallimore Live, LifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel, 3rd Friday of every month (except April), 2-3 pm: Tim Jennings. 

See www.comeandreason.com. 

Come and Reason Sabbath School Class, Saturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher South, SAU—10:15 to 11:15am:  Tim Jennings. See          

www.comeandreason.com. 

Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study, Thursday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole.  See www.GodsCharacter.com. 

Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible Study, Monday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole. See www.GodsCharacter.com. 

power with us as an-

other way to teach 

this principle, for 

having children com-

pels even the most 

hardened of us to love 

others and to serve. 

Those first few years 

require tireless ser-

v ice  and o ther -

centered love, which 

is absolutely neces-

sary if that baby is 

to survive.  

 

But what should happen 

in return? God didnôt 

need to put in the ten 

commandments, ñLove 

your children and take 

care of them.ò This 

comes somewhat natural 

for us. He did have to 

tell us however, to 

love and honor our 

parents. And so, par-

ents get old and chil-

dren are to serve 

their parents.  And 

once again there is a 

beautiful cycle of 

other - centered love 

that is completed.  

 

Well, some might say, 

ñNone of us were per-

sonal eye witnesses to 

the creation. How can 

you be sure that it 

happened that way?ò 

But it is also true 

that none of us have 

witnessed or can con-

ceive of how a clump 

of algae could slowly 

transform into the in-

describable complexity 

and beauty of the hu-

man brain.  

 

Could God really speak 

a universe into exis-

tence? When Lazarus 

was dead in the tomb 

for days, none of the 

almost one trillion 

neurons in his brain 

were salvageable from 

a medical perspective. 

Recreating his entire 

body in an instant was 

no less miraculous 

than creating Adam 

from the dust. And, 

when Jesus healed the 

man born blind, the 

complexities involved 

in the re - creation of 

the visual portion of 

his brain are stagger-

ing beyond what modern 

science can even begin 

to imagine. Just to 

create one neuron 

(complete with the 

thousands of connec-

tions inherent in that 

single neuron) with 

other neurons, is mind 

boggling.  But to rec-

reate millions of 

them?  Spectacular! 

This is how our God 

creates!  

 

Key point:  God uses 

this tremendous crea-

tive power ONLY in 

harmony with the prin-

ciple of His Kingdom, 

which is to give, to 

serve, and to love 

others.  

 

PONDERING POINTS 

 

On May 15, the day of his death,  news reporters said of Jerry Falwell, a fundamentalist minister, that he had at one time 

called Mohamed a terrorist.  He later apologized. 

Perhaps there will be many apologies to our gracious and life-giving Heavenly Father for the ways that we, His people, 

have portrayed Him through our doctrines and translation of Scripture.  It would appear that God looks like a terrorist in 

the eyes of many because of such explanations.  Isn ’ t it high time we re-think the way we express our personal beliefs, 

and re-capture a picture of His TRUE CHARACTER in each doctrine we hold dear?  Something to ponder.    
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was happening in the universe 

during creation week of this 

planet? War! War over what? 
OVER THE CHARACTER 

AND GOVERNMENT OF 

GOD!  
 

Imagine you’re an angel in 

heaven and you have a friend 

high up in government named 

Lucifer. You have known Luci-

fer your entire existence and 

have come to appreciate his 

beautiful music, wit, wisdom, 

talent and insights. And one 

day Lucifer comes from God’s 

presence and begins to suggest 

that God has been fooling eve-

ryone, that God only pretends 

to give freedom, but if anyone 

should ever step out of line and 

disobey, then God would use 

His power to crush and destroy. 

What would you do? Pray for 

wisdom? So you go to God and 

you tell Him that Lucifer has 

raised some troubling concerns, 

that you love God, but you love 

Lucifer, too. And God gently 

tells you that He is glad you 

love both Him and Lucifer, but 

what Lucifer is suggesting sim-

ply isn’t true. With great relief 

you find Lucifer and tell him 

what God has said and Lucifer 

looks at you and replies, ―But 

that’s just the problem, God is 

lying.‖ Who do you believe? 

Up until this point neither one 

has ever done anything wrong, 

neither one has ever let you 

down, neither one has ever hurt 

or harmed you or anyone else. 

On what basis would you be 

able to tell who is telling the 

truth?  
 

So what does God do? He be-

gins presenting EVIDENCE, 

―Let there be light. Let the fir-

mament come forth….Let us 

make man in our image.‖ God 

begins giving evidence of who 

He is.  He creates this unique 

order as the repository of His 

own character, of His great 

Law of Love and Liberty, to be 

the living lesson book of how 

God governs. But, as you are 

watching this overwhelming 

display of power in creating a 

new world, the lies of Lucifer 

run through your mind and you 

think, ―I wonder if God is just 

flexing His muscles. I wonder 

if He is trying to intimidate, to 

show us that we had better 

watch out because He could 

wipe us out and replace us in an 

instant.‖  And as these doubts 

are coursing through your 

mind, God stands up and says, 

―Universe, you have heard the 

allegations against us. You 

have heard our testimony and 

seen the evidence we have just 

given. Now, take 24 hours 

aside and consider all this for 

yourselves and come to your 

own conclusion.  No pressure, 

just think it all through and 

make up your own mind. I rest 

my case!ò  
 

What does it say about God 

that, in the context of an assault 

on His throne, in the middle of 

a war designed to topple Him, 

rather than use power to force 

His way, He instituted the Sab-

bath—not merely as a memo-

rial of creation, but as time to 

think for oneself. The Sabbath 

is a perpetual weekly evidence 

of the FREEDOM we have 

with Him! The fact the Sabbath 

exists is evidence that God 

gives us real freedom to think 

and to choose and He will 

never use His power to force 

His way. The Sabbath proves 

that God, though all powerful, 

genuinely respects our indi-

viduality. The Sabbath itself is 

evidence refuting Satan’s lies 

about God! If you had seven 

identical guns and one was 

used in a murder, which one 

can be entered into evidence? 

Only the one used in the mur-

der! Likewise, only the sev-

enth-day Sabbath was given 

after God finished creating this 

lesson book, as time for intelli-

gent beings to weigh the evi-

dence for themselves; therefore, 

only the seventh-day Sabbath 

stands as evidence of the free-

dom we have with God, as evi-

dence about His character! 

When we appreciate this true 

significance of the Sabbath, 

when we recognize the freedom 

its existence guarantees, we 

love, admire and appreciate this 

incredible God who grants us 

the freedom to think and 

choose for ourselves.  We then 

begin to practice these same 

Sabbath principles in our lives 

and like Paul, present the truth 

in love, and leave others free to 

decide for themselves. This is 

true Sabbath observance!  

 

 

Dear Dad,  

Remember when I looked like this?  Although Iõm grown now, I am remembering YOU 

today.  I remember the many times you taught me what it means to have a Heavenly 

Father who can be trusted.  You kept your word.  You taught me to love by loving my 

mother and taking good care of her, and me.  Many times I know you sacrificed your 

time and energy so that I might experience life and grow into adulthood with a sense of 

security and fulfillment.  There were times of tears when you simply held me, times 

when I really messed up but you never made me feel like a failure.  Sure, youõre human 

and you may have messed up a time or two(!),  but even then I can still see you kneeling 

by your bed, talking heart to heart with YOUR Heavenly Father, NOT begging him to 

forgive, for somehow you knew He had; but rather, thanking Him for loving you just as 

you are, yet calling you to become like Him.  In my eyes, daddy, you ARE like Him.  And 

you inspire me to want the same.  Thank you for showing  me that God is safe to trust, 

and that really there is nothing in life that is worth more than a relationship with Him.  

Thank you for being my example of unselfish love.  I hope I can walk in your shoes.                                

                                                                                                             Your son  

HAPPY 

FATHER½S 
DAY 


