
A  NEWSLETTER  ENTIRELY  ABOUT  GOD  ð   ISSUE SIXTEEN ð  JULY,  TWO THOUSAND  AND  EIGHT 

 A Statue, a Stone, and a Kingdom 

A mighty king lies sleeping in the confines of his 
palace. As night deepens, heôs swept into the 
realm of dreams, and as his mindôs eye      
wanders over the nameless landscape, a    
mysterious image materializes before him. Itôs a 
monolithic statue with a head of gold, arms and 
chest of silver, waist of bronze, legs of iron and 
feet a mixture of iron and clay. Enraptured, he 
studies the form before him. Suddenly, a stone 
falls from the celestial vault, striking the statue 
at the feet. Upon being struck, the image     
vaporizes, leaving only the stone, which grows 

into a mountain that fills the whole earth.  

This account taken from Daniel 2 is the dream 
of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. In his 
dream he sees a statue whose various metallic 
regions represent a succession of empires right 
up to the end of time.  According to Daniel, the 
stone represents the Kingdom of God, which 
arrives and expels all other powers and is set 
up as an everlasting kingdom that covers the 

whole earth.  

Through this prophecy we see God loosening 
the bolts of the unknown to focus a penetrating 
beam down the corridors of time. The resulting 
illumination drives shadows off the course of 
human affairs, lighting up world history from the 
time of Daniel clear down to our day. For me, it 
inspires reverence, trust, humility and hope. 
Praise God that the nations are in His hands 
and that His purpose to establish the kingdom 

of heaven will never be abridged. 

Nebuchadnezzarôs dream is punctuated by the 
mysterious stone ñcut without hands.ò We see 
that when this stone collides with the various 
earthly powers none of them are able to stand. 
All become ñlike chaffò and are carried away by 
the wind, never to be seen again. The images 
and events portrayed are very dramatic; we are 
witness to powerful kingdoms, asteroid impacts 
and pyrotechnics.  So it would only be natural if 
we are left with a certain impression concerning 
how the Kingdom of Heaven is established. 
Apparently, when God decides, He just comes 
down with no little force and takes over; boom! 

Kingdom established! 

Perhaps the disciples had this kind of event in 
mind when confronted by the discriminatory 
Samaritans who would not welcome Jesus into 
their village. ñLord, do you want us to command 
fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?ò they inquired with great zeal. (Luke 
9:54) After all, the Messiah was here and it was 
time to start bringing some order to the king-
dom! But Jesusô reply must have confounded 
their understanding. Luke says that the        
disciples were rebuked by these words: ñYou 
do not know what kind of spirit you are of; for 
the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's 

lives, but to save them.ò  

We can almost hear gears slipping as the   
disciples grapple with this ñnew typeò of king-
dom.  But the stone! It smashes every power 
that sets itself against God! What are you   

waiting for, Jesus? 

Perhaps a closer look at that falling rock from 
the dream is warranted. What makes it so  
powerful? Why canôt the kingdoms of earthð 
the wisdom of menðstand up to it? Is it      
because of sheer force, the unleashing of over-
whelming power? Certainly God is all powerful, 
and His kingdom will ultimately triumph over all 
its enemies. But how is this accomplished? 
What method has God chosen to establish His 

ñmountain that fills the whole earthò? 

 

 

 

 

 

Letôs employ our ñsanctified imaginationsò for a 
moment and bring this stone over to the shop 
for an examination. We study it carefully. It 
looks fairly normal on the surface. Itôs rough, 
bumpy and scarred. It looks very old, ancient in 
fact. Now  suppose we had a way to cut it open. 
We take it over to our special power saw, turn-
ing it on. Rock chips, dust, and sparks fly as the 
blade does its work. The noise is almost     

deafening.  After some minutes of careful   
cutting, the two halves give way. We silence the 
saw and blow off the dust. In the quiet we pick 
up one of the halves and angle it towards the 

light, eyes widening in astonishment. 

We see a baby! Tender, innocent, vulnerable. 
This can be none other than the Son of Man 
who is the Son of God, Jesus Christðñthe  
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation.ò (Col 1:15) What we are witnessing is 
the seed of that kingdom which is to fill all the 
earth! The haze of dust continues to clear, and 
with it, our vision. We begin to see something 
about the nature of Godôs powerðits character. 
He has the power to call worlds into existence. 
But the power of His kingdom is not purely 
based on raw creative force. He didnôt drop into 
our world and demand our worship. He slipped 
in through  the back door, by way of a manger 
and swaddling clothes. What kind of a God 
would come into our dark world naked and 
vulnerable, entrusting Himself to the likes of 
you and me? Yet the God of the universe   
submitted Himself to the attacks of every hellish 

demon and the evil schemes of our own hearts. 

The apostle Paul says it this way: ñAlthough He 
existed in the form of God, he did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-
servant, and being made in the likeness of 
men. Being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.ò (Phil 

2:5-8) 

The cross is Godôs final word on His authority to 
rule the universe. Sacred history demonstrates 
this truth:  God is not interested in simply wield-
ing power because He IS God. The disciple 
John was given a gripping vision of this reality. 
We read in Revelation 5:1-4, ñThen I saw in the 
right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll 
with writing on both sides and sealed with 
seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel        
proclaiming in a loud voice, óWho is worthy to 
break the seals and open the scroll?ô But no 
one in heaven or on earth or under the earth 
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could open the scroll or even look inside it. I wept and 
wept because no one was found who was worthy to 

open the scroll or look inside.ò 

The scroll symbolizes the authority to take up govern-
ance of the Kingdom and the affairs of this world. Only 
the one who is found worthy of this authority is able to 
open it. Notice that the issue is not a  matter of power. 
Not even the Father who possesses the scroll and 
could easily assert his right to open it, makes a      
unilateral decision to do so! He certainly has the 
power, and He could simply declare Himself worthy. 
This scene really cuts to the issue behind the long 
standing war between God and Satan. The Conflict 
has to do with the kind of authority God is interested 
in. God does not take up the power to rule based 
solely on His strength to do so. He submits His     
authority to the one approved and found worthy in the 
eyes of His creation. Recognizing what the issue is, 
the angel doesnôt ask, ñWho is powerful enough to 
open the scroll?ò No. The issue is worthiness. Those 
who inhabit heaven want to know: who is worthy to 

open it? 

ñThen I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, 
standing in the center of the throneé He came and 
took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on 
the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding 
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of 
the saints.  And they sang a new song: óYou are    
worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals,       
because you were slain, and with your blood you  
purchased men for God from every tribe and language 

and people and nation.ôò (Rev 5:6-9)  

As Jesus takes up the scroll, the heavenly throne 
room becomes the epicenter of a cosmic quake of 
truth. The four living creatures and the elders are not 
able to contain the ensuing shock wave as a         
crescendo of adulation overtakes the millions of    
angels who witness the event:  ñThen I looked, and I 

heard the voice of many angels around the throne and 
the living creatures and the elders; and the number of 
them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of   
thousands, saying with a loud voice, óWorthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and bless-

ing.ôò (Rev 5:11-12) 

All of heaven goes seismic as the on-looking universe 
realizes that Christ is of ultimate worth and authority. 
The evidence is in:  Jesus Christ is the Lamb that was 
slain and because of that act of infinite condescen-
sion, the heavenly intelligences have declared Him 
worthy of universal authority. The Father lifts the scroll 
amid a chorus of boundless worship, and Jesus takes 

it up as the praise continues:  

 ñAnd every created thing which is in heaven and on 
the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 
things in them, I heard saying, óTo Him who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and 

glory and dominion forever and ever.ôò (Rev 5:13) 

And so we come full circle. The rock is the Kingdom of 
God, and Jesus Christ is the Alpha and Omega of that 
kingdom which grows to fill the whole earth on the 
basis of His righteousness, for He has been found 
worthy of ñhonor and glory and dominion.ò He has 
demonstrated once and for all the method God has 
chosen to establish His authority. The slain lamb 
stands ñat the center of the throne,ò the highest point 
in Godôs government, as the personification of every 
divine attribute. In Jesus Christ we see a God of   
infinite power and infinite self-sacrifice. We see a God 
we can trust with our lives, and so we join our voices 

with the heavenly chorus:  

òWorthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 

power and riches and wisdom and might and 

honor and glory and blessing.ó  

                                          Loren Smith 
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  ...IS WHETHER OR NOT  

WE ARE REACHING OUT IN LOVE  

ON A DAILY BASIS TO THOSE  

                      WHOSE LIVES INTERSECT OURS.    
               (J.L. Wheeler, From:  Living A Life of Significance) 

This is the month some folks celebrate freedom.  What would happen if we would find some-
one who could use the òfire worksó of our concern, caring and love?  What if we take the 
kids, and do something special for that person or persons?  Let FREEDOM (and Godõs love) 
ring in your heart and theirs.  (Donõt have kids?  Go with a friend!)  It will be a day youõll 
never forget, and you might even start a trend of self -sacrificial love in your community!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How often have you wished that you could understand how God looks at 
some of the problems we humans face? If only we could see through 
God's eyes how to recover from the loss that humanity has suffered, by 
recognizing what it is that sin has done in separating mankind from God. 
All the Gospel writers give varying insights into how God seeks to     
reconcile the universe, this world included, back to Himself as a result of 
the rebellion of Satan against His love.  The Gospel of the Beloved  
Disciple, John, is full of reconciliation theology. However, Luke seems to 
gather one set of parables into a full and complete explanation of what 
God has done to  reconcile this loss, which He endured. This was done 
by the recitation of three parables. These parables are given in Luke, 

chapter 15. 
 

Normally in human literature, parables are intended to provide only one 
or two points as the main purpose of the story. However, when God tells 
a story there can be several points of truth. If we are willing to search for 
those truths, we can find them. He waits for us to claim the blessing He 
wants us to receive. This seems especially true in these three stories. 
Our purpose here in retelling these stories is to tie them together. We 
can note the similarities and yet appreciate the differences by looking for 

the common points found in each. 
 

The first story is of a shepherd and his sheep. The second story is of a 
woman who has ten coins. The third story is of a father and two sons. In 
each story some kind of loss occurs, and in each there is a recovery of 
that which was lost, but is found, or returned to its "owner." In the first 
story a sheep wanders away from the flock and becomes lost; confused 
and alone; its life at risk from natural enemies. The sheep knows that it 
is lost but does not know how to be found. In the second story the 
woman misses a single coin in her collection. The coin neither knows 
that it is lost, nor how to be found. In the third story the younger of two 
sons seeks adventure and presumed greener pastures in which to play. 
He takes leave of his home. Here the wandering son knows how to get 

lost.  He also knows how to return to where he belongs. 
 

Elsewhere in the Gospel narratives, Christ identifies Himself as the 
Good Shepherd. Would it be proper here to see Him as the shepherd in 
this first story? Also, can we see in the woman, the role of the Holy 

Spirit? It becomes easy, then, to see the father in the prodigal son story 
as representing Father God. The common point here is that all three   
members of the Godhead are very proactive in the recovering of their 
loss. Would it pose a serious problem to the central concerns of the 
stories that only two members of the Godhead go in active search for 
that which is lost? It may be of serious concern to some, unless we see 
in other areas of Scripture the involvement of each of the members of 
the Godhead in this work of reconciliation. Immediately, however, the 
roles of the three members of the Godhead come into focus. (Christ 
does not open to us the reason for the one coin becoming lost. It simply 
is lost.) Is Christ here exposing to our view the role of each of the Three 
in the divine effort at reconciliation? Is that all that is really important? 
For our purposes here, let us assume that it is, while realizing that a 
wider horizon of understanding does exist when consideration is given to 

the implications generated by these three stories. 
 

In the case of the one sheep, it seems to have failed to be aware of its 
place with the flock, and wanders away while grazing on the green grass 
to which the shepherd has led it. Is the shepherd any less concerned for 
the ninety-nine, than for the one? It might seem so, when we consider 
that the shepherd leaves the ninety-nine in the wilderness to go in 
search of the one! That always seemed amazing to me. We are given no 
assurance in the story itself that the ninety-nine were afforded some 
degree of protection while the shepherd went in search of the one. The 
point of the story is, however, that the shepherd's primary concern is for 

the one lost sheep. 
 

According to Jesus' instructions, the Holy Spirit is the enlightening 
agency for Truth. Would we be wrong to assume that in the story, the 
Holy Spirit is represented by the woman? In any event the woman lit a 
candle to give light so that she might search and find the lost coin. (An 
English gentleman might call the candle a "torch." An American would 
use a flashlight.)  The point is, there was no substitute for that coin.  It 
had to be found.  Coin and sheep were of great importance to the re-
spective owners. And so it is that God does not wish to lose even one of 

His created intelligences. 
 

The flock would not be complete without that lost sheep back in the fold. 
The ten coins would not be a complete collection without that one    
missing coin. What is very important for us to realize, is that never did 
the sheep, the coin, or the wandering son cease to belong to their    
respective owners. (We will enlarge on this momentarily.) This  becomes 
a critical issue, when later we examine other perspectives of the          
reconciliation scenario. The restoration of each was of extreme        
importance to the respective parties who held great interest in that which 
was lost. The Shepherd had to go in search of the one lost sheep, even 
as the Holy Spirit had to search for the object of value. In each case, the 
energy of searching was a "cost" of personal effort.  And as it turned out, 
the cost of searching was worth the effort expended, as in both cases 

the lost was found and restored to its rightful possessor. 
 

Much of todayôs ñreconciliation theology" used when these stories are 
told centers around some kind of legal righting of the wrong which    
occurred in the loss of relationship by shepherd, by woman, and by  
father. The  stories do not suggest or intimate that either shepherd, 
woman, or father ever did something to provoke the loss of the one 
sheep, the one coin, or the loss to the father of his youngest son. Nor 
does the story of the shepherd reveal that one of the other sheep     
became angry at the  sheep and chased it away from the flock.        
Contrary to the human tendency to place blame on one another,                   
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these stories are lacking the idea of blame.    
The sheep simply wandered away; the coin, 
for no apparent reason, became lost. The son 
in the story asked prematurely for his       
inheritance.  Thus there was no LEGAL   
reason for the missing coin, the wandering 
sheep, or the willful young man; nor was any 

legality created by this series of losses.   
 

This is shown by the way the shepherd     
identified the sheep as his.  (Luke 15:6)  The 
verse reads:  ñRejoice with me: for I have 
found my sheep which was lost.ò  Thus, the 
sheep never ceased to belong to the       
shepherd, even though separated from the 

flock and lost in the mountains.  The woman 
does not use the possessive  pronoun in  
reference to the coin, but states simply 
ñRejoice with me for I have found the coin 
which I had lost.ò  In short, she takes respon-
sibility for losing the coin.  Some may see 
significance in thatðthinking it an illustration 
of how the Holy Spirit works in leading the lost 
into the Truth about what God is like.  Others 

may think that approach is ñstretching it a bit.ò 
 

However, we do find the father manifesting a 
very acute sense of possession when he 
states, ñThis MY son was dead and is alive.ò  
The son on his part recognizes that he has no 
right to son-ship; the father does not agree.  
He not only calls for shoes for his sonôs feet, 
but for the best robe with which to his sonôs 
ragged clothing. But then to show that there is 
no loss of his ñlegalò status for running off the 
way he did, the father calls for the ring of 
family status to be put on his sonôs finger.  
This act confirms the sonôs position in the 
family, giving him all the legal rights and    
privileges of family.  The father shows that the 

son has never lost relationship with his father 

and the family. 
 

So, I ask you, how did Christian theological 
scholars ever come up with the need of, and 
for, a LEGAL justification? Perhaps we will  

develop that issue at a later time.   

                        Gerald M. Reynolds 

 

 

July 18 -24, 2008 ð Soquel Camp Meeting (Marco Belmonte): "Take 2 - Another Look At God" is the theme for this 
yearôs Soquel early-teen tent, and Marco will be speaking about his favorite subject - the love of God! (youth event)    
Contact: Pastor Jerry Nelson @ 805.441.1263 

July 25 -August 2, 2008 ð British Columbia Camp Meeting (Marco Belmonte): "The Godfather or God The Father?" 
This will be a week of intense Bible study and revelations as the layers of God's character are peeled off to reveal a 
God who is more loving than we ever imagined! (youth event) Contact: Pastor Brian Wahl @ 604.853.5451x412 

August 4 -7, 2008 ð Lake Tahoe Camp Meeting (Marco Belmonte): "When My People Prey" is a new series that 
deals with difficult questions about God and how He has been misunderstood. We look forward to seeing you there! 
(youth event) Contact: Jamie Eaton 775.225.0609 

September 5 -6, 2008 ð The Good News Tour  (Dr. Alden Thompson, Dr. Sigve Tonstad, Pastor Manuel Silva, Dr. 
Brad Cole, Dr. Tim Jennings, Marco Belmonte, Herb Montgomery and Pastor Randy Roberts: The Good News Tour 
will be visiting Loma Linda, California. Contact: Dorothee Cole @ 888.250.4612 or see:                                           
office@HeavenlySanctuary.com 

March 20 -21, 2009 ð The Good News Tour (Dr. Greg Boyd, Dr. Brad Cole, Pastor Manuel Silva, Marco Belmonteð
with more to be announced): Location to be announced, updates at GoodNewsTour.com. Contact: Dorothee Cole @ 
888.250.4612 or see: office@HeavenlySanctuary.com 

 

Ongoing Weekly Events  

 

Thursday, 12 -1 PM ð Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study (Dr. Brad Cole):  see                         
GodsCharacter.com  

Monday, 12 -1 PM ð Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible Study (Dr. Brad Cole): see 
GodsCharacter.com 


