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could open the scroll or even look inside it. | wegsaddhe voice of many angels around the throne an
wept because no one was found who was wortietliving creatures and the elders; and the number o
open the scroll or | otk wan myriade of omyriads, and thousands of

The scroll symbolizes the authority to take uptg&/ gsan d S saying wit h
ance of the Kingdom and the affairs of this w0|1r(§‘. r;wat was _slam to receive power and riches anc
the one who is fowmarthyof this authority is ablf§d° "i‘”‘?‘ might and hon(?r and glory and bless-
open it. Notice that the issue is not a matter of goer. © 012f Rev  5: 11

Not even the Father who possesses the scrall @fndeaven goes seismic as #loeking universe
could easily assert his right to open it, makefizas that Christ is of ultimate worth and authority
unilateral decision to do so! He certainly h@ketheidence is in: Jesus Christ is the Lamb that wa:
power, and He could simply declare Himself slairthgnd because of that act of infinite condescen-
This scene really cuts to the issue behind tlseofpnipe heavenly intelligences have declared Himr
standing war between God and Satan. The Woriflicof universal authority. The Father lifts the scro
has to do with the kind of authority God is int@ngist@dchorus of boundless worship, and Jesus take:
in. God does not take up the power to ruleithgsed the praise continues:

solely on His strength to do so. He SmeiF?A"FFd

. . every created thing
authority to the one approved andwohgin the.the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and al

eyes of His creation. Recognizing what the i SYe; 1S, in them | hear d
the angel doesnot as rop B NCthe 'Lainb, BEBEEsId dhd horforaf
open t he scr owotththéss THase emey %Y % o'mS nion forev

who inhabit heaven want to know: who is wgrt‘wyoto

open it? And so we come full circle. The rock is the Kingdom ¢
o Eod, and. Jesus Christ is the Alpha and Omega qf tha
iThen | saw a Lamb, iy o Whidh grews to'fil the! viholeedrth orf thie
standing in the cent %dsis & His Fig tgousﬁegsf 3r"He Shas Béen fouhd

took the scroll from the right hand of him whq,s £on y of Ahonor and gl

the throne. And when he had taken it, the fo%"e YHtrated once and for all the method God has

creatures and the twdaty elders fell down bef 8 . : . :
8’5 n to establish His authority. The slain lamb
the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were PF "d4gs fat the center

golden bowils full of incense, which are the PrRYRIS O ) 4 6 s govern

of
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the saints. And thegineSafrbifle. 1R JelL§ Phrist W' ke a &% f
worthy to take the sc_roll and to open Its ﬁilt% power and infinitesaelifice. We see a God
because you were slain, and with your blo ¥8H trust with our lives, and so we join our voices

purchased men for God from every tribe and |%Uiglf i
and people am nation. oﬁgghe(\a\ﬁegl)(/cméu;s.(i
is the Lamb t hat

As Jesus takes up the scroll, the heavenlyoth\pcl)(r)mr t h.y . .
room becomes the epicenter of a cosmic qik¥eb@nd riches and wisdom and might and

truth. The four living creatures and the eldersre@nadr and gl ory and bl es
able to contain the ensuing shock wave as a
crescendo of adulation oyertakes the millions of ) Lhoren Smith
angels who witness the event: AThen | |l ooke
...|S WHETHER OR NOT
WE ARE REACHING OUT IN LOVE
ON A DAILY BASIS TO THOSE
WHOSE LIVES INTERSECT OURS.

(J.L. Wheeler, From: Living A Life of Significance)
This is the month some folks celebrate freedom. What would happen if we would find some-
one who could use the o0fire worksdé of our ~cofhcer
kids, and do something special for that persoln or
ring in your heart and theirs. (Dondt have |kids
never forget, and you might even start a trend of self -sacrificial love in your community!




Spirit? It becomes easy, then, to see the father in the prodigal son s
as representing Father Gde. common point here is that all three
How GOd LOOkS at O$ members of the Godhead are very proactive in the recovering of t
\ loss.Would it pose a serious problem to the central concerns of t
stories that only two members of the Godhead go in active search
that which is lost? It may be of serious concern to some, unless we
in other areas of Scripture the involvement of each of the member
the Godhead in this work of reconciliation. Immediately, however,
roles of the three members of the Godhead come into focus. (Ch
does not open to us the reason for the one coin becoming lost. It sir
is lost.) Is Christ here exposing to our view the role of each of the Tt
in the divine effort at reconciliation? Is that all that is really importe
For our purposes here, let us assume that it is, while realizing the
wider horizon of understanding does exist when consideration is give
the implications generated by these three stories.

In the case of the one sheep, it seems to have failed to be aware o
place with the flock, and wanders away while grazing on the green g
to which the shepherd has led it. Is the shepherd any less concernet
the ninetyine, than for the one? It might seem so, when we consid
that the shepherd leaves the mimetyin the wilderness to go in

se &h of the one! That always seemed amazing to me. We are give

How oftfenhhave )t/J(I)u wishedhthat youfcou’l)dlfundlerstand hol\(/jv G lin the story itself that thenhieetyere afforded some
some of the problems we humans face? IT only we could s rotection while the shepherd went in search of the one.

God's eyes how t_o _recover_from the IOS.S that h“”?a”'ty ha_s £ ’tH story is, however, that the shepherd's primary concern i
recognizing what it is that sin has done in separating mankin 06?2 Rt sheep

All the Gospel writers give varying insights into how God seeks to

reconcile the universe, this world included, back to Himself as a result of L . h | irit s th liah
the rebellion of Satan against His love. The Gospel of the'988[GYag t0 Jesus' instructions, the Holy Spirit is the enlighten

Disciple, John, is full of reconciliation theology. However, Luk3&iahdqh, Truth. Would we be wrong tooassume that in the story,
gather one set of parables into a full and complete explanatioR RS represented by the woman? In any event the woman
God has done to reconcile this loss, which He endured. ThiS@4i&Bhgive light so that she might search and find the lost coin.

by the recitation of three parables. These parables are given" |ir¥1|g§n_tleman might call the candle a "torch.” An American we
chapter 15. use a flashlight.) The point is, there was no substitute for that coin

had to be found. Coin and sheep were of great importance to the

. . . . spective owners. And so it is that God does not wish to lose even on
Normally in human literature, parables are intended to prowﬁ?%g é%%a intelligences
or two points as the main purpose of the story. However, when God tells '

a story there can be several points of truth. If we are willing tqQ ea{ch for | | ith hat | h Kin the
those truths, we can find them. He waits for us to claim the bT%?s ould not be complete without that lost sheep back in the
wants us to receive. This seems especially true in these threResffle§0ins would not be a complete collection without that

Our purpose here in retelling these stories is to tie them todBtFRIPGFEIN- What is very important for us to realizeve it
efB’rthe coin, or the wandering son cease to belong to tt

can note the similarities and yet appreciate the differences b rI\‘fol?irrl@ X , ) )
the common points found in each respective owne(g/e will enlarge on this momentarily.) This become
' a critical issue, when later we examine other perspectives of t

reconcili?tion scenario. The restoration of each was of extrer

The first story is of a shepherd an_d his Sh‘?ep- The second %%Woﬁa%c@ to the respective parties who held great interest in that w
woman who has ten coins. The third story is of a father and ASRNS: Hhe Shepherd had to go in search of the one lost sheep, €
each story some kind of loss occurs, and in each there is a teCQYeN @ spirit had to search for the object of value. In each case.
that which was lost, but is found, or returned to its "owner. fifs, earching was a "cost" of personal effort. And as it turned
story a sheep wanders away from the flock and becomes los}; 8 searching was worth the effort expended, as in both ca

and alone; its life at risk from natural enemies. The sheep k wo
is lost but does not know how to be found. In the secondq%%ﬁoﬁﬁég found and restored to its rightful possessor.

woman misses a single coin in her collection. The coin neither knows N ~ . . .
that it is lost, nor how to be found. In the third story the you o0f toda yos nreconci l'iatio
sons seeks adventure and presumed greener pastures in whici? t§ g{s around some kind of legal righting of the wrong wh

He takes leave of his home. Here the wandering son knows Hd'f the loss of relationship by shepherd, by woman, and
ather. The stories do not suggest or intimate that either shephe

woman, or father ever did something to provoke the loss of the ¢

Elsewh in the G | . Christ identifies Hi sﬁee , the one coin, or the loss to the father of his youngest son.
sewnere in the Gospel narratives, rist identities 'msg ei tih estory of the shepherd reveal that one of the other she

lost. He also knows how to return to where he belongs.

Gpod_ Shepherd. Would it be proper here to see Him as the thry at the sheep and chased it away from the floc
this first story? Also, can we see in the woman, the role o r 9Iy[o the human tendency to place blame on one anoth



these stories are lacking the idea of Wlaokeand lost in the mountains. The vemmdras never lost relationship with his father
The sheep simply wandered away; theleei,not use the possessive pronoandithe family.
for no apparent reason, became lost. Thefe@mce to the coin, but states simply

in the story asked prematurely fofi Ri® j oi ce with me &0/ asklyondwldid &hribti@nttiedlogidah €

inheritance.  Thus there was no LBGAL ch | had | ost . GcholakseveSdBrBelup with thd feedto dn@ S
reason for the missing coin, the wanddility for losing the coin. Some majyseg | EGAL justificati®ePhaps we will

sheep, or the willful young man; nor waggaificance in t@ahinking it an iIIustratig,@vmop that issue at a later time.

legality created by this series of losses. of how the Holy Spirit works in leading the lost

into the Truth about what God is like. Others Gerald M. Reynolds

may think that approach is fAstretching |

However, we do find the father manifesting a
very acute sense of possession when he _ o
states, AThis MY son RN N d i s al
The son on his part recognizes that he has no B
right to seship; the father does not agree. §
He not only call s f orQaySsued
but for the Dbest r ob el TREVE to hi:
ragged clothing. But then to show that there is A

This is shown by the way the shepherd | oss of his Al egal
identified the sheep as his. (Luke 15:6)ajhke did, the father calls for the ring of [/
verse reads: fi Reff @micley ws tt &t unse : t of obre | pigs
found my sheep whiTohswast!| caotn.fd r m§hud,e
sheep never ceased to belong tofathi#y, giving him all the legal rights and
shepherd, even though separated fropritheges of family. The father shows that the
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July 18-24, 2008 8 Soquel Camp Meeting (Marco Belmonte): "Take 2 - Another Look At God" is the theme for this
year 0s S o-gandeht, andaVtaicoywill be speaking about his favorite subject - the love of God! (youth event)
Contact: Pastor Jerry Nelson @ 805.441.1263

July 25 -August 2, 2008 & British Columbia Camp Meeting (Marco Belmonte): "The Godfather or God The Father?"
This will be a week of intense Bible study and revelations as the layers of God's character are peeled off to reveal a
God who is more loving than we ever imagined! (youth event) Contact: Pastor Brian Wahl @ 604.853.5451x412

August 4 -7, 2008 0 Lake Tahoe Camp Meeting (Marco Belmonte): "When My People Prey" is a new series that
deals with difficult questions about God and how He has been misunderstood. We look forward to seeing you there!
(youth event) Contact: Jamie Eaton 775.225.0609

September 5 -6, 2008 & The Good News Tour (Dr. Alden Thompson, Dr. Sigve Tonstad, Pastor Manuel Silva, Dr.
Brad Cole, Dr. Tim Jennings, Marco Belmonte, Herb Montgomery and Pastor Randy Roberts: The Good News Tour
will  be visiting Loma Linda, California. Contact: Dorothee Cole @ 888.250.4612 or see:
office@HeavenlySanctuary.com

March 20-21, 2009 8 The Good News Tour (Dr. Greg Boyd, Dr. Brad Cole, Pastor Manuel Silva, Marco Belmonted
with more to be announced): Location to be announced, updates at GoodNewsTour.com. Contact: Dorothee Cole @
888.250.4612 or see: office@HeavenlySanctuary.com

Ongoing Weekly Events

Thursday, 12 -1 PM & Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study (Dr. Brad Cole): see
GodsCharacter.com

Monday, 12-1 PM & Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible Study (Dr. Brad Cole): see
GodsCharacter.com



