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Valley of Trouble or Door of Hope?

Gone are the glorious days of
Solomon. The kingdom of Israel is now
divided with Judah to the South and
Israel to the North. Both kingdoms are
slipping farther and farther from God
as pagan forms of worship
metastasize, holding the people in a
delirious grip. What God wanted for
His children is fading away; the kind of
relationship He wanted with His people
seems forever lost. Kings and priests
alike fall under the shadow of rebellion
and by their influence, the people also
give themselves over to pagan rites,
including ceremonial prostitution and
infanticide. The darkness enfolding the
spirit of Israel can be exemplified by
the brazenness of Ahaz, king of Judah.
As if to raise his fist at heaven, he
sacrifices his sons, cuts up the utensils
used in the sanctuary service, and

are determined to

vesehipend 60 Buio ¢ &

more | called to him, the farther he ing that we become like what we

moved from meéo
God entreats His people to return to
Him, but His efforts are spurned. Israel
is seriously wounded - so wounded in
fact that they are unable to trust
the very One who is holding out
His hands in reconciliation.

We see a sobering principle at work.
Sin not only damages our relationship
with God, but it weakens our minds
further by crippling our ability to come
back to Him. It erodes our capacity to
trust in God's goodness. Hosea makes
this numbing diagnosis of the Israel
he saw. AYour

return to your
people were bound and tied by their
own doing. They were hurt, and in their
pain they would not seek out their
Deliverer. In fact, they hid from Him.

closes the doors of the temple. Such is the consequence of sin.
(2 Chron 28:3 & 24) God's aching
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force. By it, we are changed, for good
or bad. And just as we have no choice
about a ball coming back down when
we throw it into the air, so we have no
choice in becoming like what or
whom we worship. It is a natural law.

So, il srael has
Maker o (Hosea 8
determined to leave God out of their
Il i ves, even to the
foreign gods. Yet God is the faithful
husband of His licentious wife - Israel.
Letds put

loves and desires so much? When He
came near, they moved away, and
when He stayed silent, they became
indignant. What else could He do?
What other language could He speak?
AO | srael and Juda
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Hosea, a man called upon by God for became vile, as vile as the god they universe, and freedom is what God

the purpose of entering into a profound
life experience. This was to be an
experience through which God wished
to reveal the struggle within His own
heart, as He searched for language,
any language, which might be
used to reach His people.

It is said that there are two sides to
every story.
as if God desires His side to be
understood. A Go

prostitute, so that some of her children
wi || be conceived
says to Hosea. (Hosea 1:2) Here, in a
very real way, Hosea is drawn into the
experience of God. Hosea committed
himself to be faithful to a prostitute,
just as God devoted Himself to Israel,
despite their unfaithfulness.
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gives His people, even if it means
freedom from Himself. And it finally
comes to a point where all God can
say i s, fiLeave
she i s marri ed to
4:17) What a sad hour it is when
the God of heaven, the Author of life,
and the Lover of our souls turns
around and leaves. But watch closely
as He dees. Look at His face and into
His heart as He pours out His soul in
| amentati ons, i Oh,
up, Israel? How can | let you go? How
c@o ld destroy you like Admah or
demolish you like Zeboiim? My heart is
torn within me, and my compassion
overflows. 0 God i s
chlldhen And the yearnlng cry echoes
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Jerusalem because they did not know their Maker and would not come to Him for help.
(Luke 19:41)

Yet looking through the pain and heartache of Hosea, we see a glimmer of hope like a bea-
con on a distant shore. Despite our unfaithfulness and wanderings and indifference of mind,
God, who is greater than our own
back once again. | will lead her [Israel] into the desert and speak tenderly to her there. | will
return her vineyards to her and transform the valley of trouble into a gateway of hope. She
will give herself to me there, as she did

Ils there anybody in a AValley of Troubl eo
faint beam of hope just beyond horizon? Listen closely. Listen for the voice of our God as He
whispers tenderly to us. And like the father of the prodigal son, He will meet us while we are
yet a great way off. Let us run to Him as He runs to us. For it is there, even in the valley of
trouble, that He has prepared a gateway of hope and healing.

Loren Smith
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Loving Others First

My wife came home today, exasperated. She
witnessed. She had just finished grocery shopping and, as she walked to her car, she
noticed the parking lot filled with cars, which explained the pickup truck following slowly
behind her. As she reached her car, the truck pulled off to the side, graciously allowing other
traffic to pass by while they waited for this coveted spot near the front. The two gentlemen
patiently waited while my wife unloaded the groceries from the buggy and loaded them into
her trunk and dditéully'wialRedl Bed cart to the cart collection point. But as my wife was backing
out, she spotted a van pulling around the pickup truck, so she waited for the van to pass, but
it stopped and just sat there. So my wife finished backing out and then pulled away and, as
she did, she looked into her rear view mirror and saw the van quickly cut off the pickup truck
and pull into her just-vacated spot. The two gentlemen looked at each other bewildered and
just shook their heads.

As she told me this story, | saw so clearly demonstrated those two antagonistic principles
which are battling it out on this planet - those two principles warring for your heart and mine -
the principle of love versus the principle of selfishness. Everyday we are confronted by life,
and with each choice we make, we reveal whose methods we prefer, whose principles we
value, whose subject we are and on which side of this cosmic war we will ultimately be

found. Do we reflexively allow the fime fir
through Godés grace do we consider others

of ot her s before our own? As I considere
Philippians 2:3-8 : AfDo nothing out of selfish ambiliti

others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but
also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ
Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and
became obedientto death-even death on a cross! 0
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praise God we are not doomed to die in our own selfishness. Through Christ Jesus we can
have a new attitude, new motives, and new principles infused into our hearts and minds and
become the living representatives of Jesus, living out His love for all to see. This New Years
season choose others first i choose to give i choose to love - as Christ has loved you!

(Thi s taken with

was per mi s s ivow.CdmesndRedson.comlT) m

hearts, C

ong

t oda

coul

h th

Jenn



Page 3

LOVE REVEALED

Name Meaning

Adaméééeééeé. .. Man Genesus 5~ The Genealogy
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rest, comfort

| love this! To me, it seems like a particular revelation of Jesus, our loving and saving God! Why? Because it is so
clearly a GIFT given by God Himself, to us - His children. Indeed, who else could have written this sentence? Who else
could have given us the complete story of salvation written in the names of men? Who else would have wanted to? Who
else would have gone to the trouble? Who else is capable of such a feat? Who else knew what the future would bring?
Who else cared enough to endeavor to tell the story as creatively as God has, in order to reveal who He is and what His
planis? The story is this: man appointed...the fall... mang
His death that sends power and rest.

The story presents a promise recorded for posterity, in the lineage of Christ, written in the names of the first ten
patriarchs, beginning with Adam and ending with Noah, men who were born spanning a time period of 1,056 years. In
my mind, it is something a loving God would do. It is a story that could be told only by the One who knew from the very
beqinning, the wretchedness of sin and the lengths to which He would have to go in order to reveal His love and mercy
to men.

He knew just how far away we would run, and just how far He would have to pursue us, to get us to listen to the truth
about who He really is. He knew exactly how blind and lame and deaf and deceived we would be when it came to under-
standing unconditional love, understanding a heart that is filled with nothing but beauty and light, understanding a
consciousness that never changes and stands eternally for the truth, for the right, for the enrichment of all life, and
understanding One who lives to serve all that He sustains.

His ways are so high above our ways, and His thoughts so far above our thoughts that He had to descend to earth and
allow us see Him |ive as a human to give us a chance
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When [, in awe, ponder this wonderful touchstone message in the genealogy of our Lord, and other priceless "presents"
scattered for the finding throughout His Word, a beautiful picture of God begins to unfold. It is a lovely tapestry in
progress - a universe-sized puzzle that fits together to form a glimpse of intense beauty, of richness of wisdom and
character, of amazing creativity, of a promise of peaceful joy to come, of something worth living for, worth dying for. We
find a God who loves us so much that He would take a thousand years to bury a treasure story in His Word, a
story to delight us, and a story that would light the world.

Marlita Bennett
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As a child, my alitime favorite movie was The Yearling. The story is about a young boy (Jody) growing up in the Floid

a

mar shes, who saved his fatherés |ife by shooting a doe

his father's arm. Later he retrieved the orphaned fawn as a pet. He would come to regret that decision, when it ate
through their meager yeards crops in one night.

| watched it again recently, and was struck by the picture of God that was portrayed during a scene part way through

the movie. Jody's friend "Fodderwing," a mentally and physically challenged young man that loved the animals

became sick and died. Jody had come to visit and get his friend to name the fawn for him, but instead, he was faced

with the mother's words: "I've lost my boy, my crookedy boyThe Lord's hard, He's so hard

Followers of Little House on the Prairie hear it toe a baby or someone close to the family dies, and the explanatior
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"Some day we'll understand why God chose to take therh "We mustn't question God"

And yet plainly, Romans 6:23 says: "The wages @INis death but the gift of God is eternalife through Jesus Christ

our Lord." Sinkills. God gives life! So how do we get it so turned around? We seem to think that God is going around

picking out people whom He wants to delete from this earth, and poof, they're gone. | must admit to having prayed |n

years past, concerning my aged and miserably unhealthy mother, "God, if it be Your will, just let her go to sleep.” Npw

I question both my motives, and my understanding at that time, of how God works!

Perhaps we can't solve this in such a short article. My desire is simply to give us pause for thought. In every phras
we use, especially as it applies to our Heavenly Father, wouldn't it be well to think abokow it makes Him look? Do
we add to His wonderful reputation of love and life, or are we even insinuating that somehow He is the author pf

e

death, that His nature demands that HE requires the company of our loved ones, although we need them here? Or are

we asking that He be willing to "allow" death more quickly so we don't have to deal with an unhealthy situation? How
can we set up a "mirror” for our words that would remind us that those very same words either spread the "good news"
about God, or they help cement even further the lies that Satan has spread about our God?

| dm aware that God took some chances allowing humans

misunderstand. But after we have evaluated His character in every one of those books of the Bible, asking Him [to

guide us to see His true character in dealing with such rascals as David, Jacob, Abraham, Rahab, (you name thgm
we might find much food for thought concerning HOW we speak about our God! Johnnie Lorren

Upcoming Events
January 1113, 2008 fiRetreat, Rio Lindo Academy, 3200 Rio Lindo Ave., Healdsburg, CA: Marco Belmonte
March 14 & 15, 20087 Guest Speaker, Monterey Bay Academy, 783 San Andreas Rd, La Selva Beach, CA: Marco Belmonte
March 28 & 29, 2008fi Good News Tour, Collegedale Church, Collegedale, TN
September 5 & 6, 20081 Good News Tour 2008, Loma Linda Univ. Church: Ty Gibson, Alden Thompson, Tim Jennings,
Manuel Silva, Brad Cole, Marco Belmonte, and Herb Montgomery. Seew.GoodNewsTour.com

Ongoing Weekly Events

Steve Gallimore LivelifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel, to be announced for 2008: Tim Jennings. See
www.ComeAndReason.com
Come and Reason Weekly Bible Study ClasSaturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher South, SAU, 10:48.:15 am:
Tim Jennings. Seevww.ComeAndReason.com ( Li st en to the recorded cl aii
Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study,hursday 12-1pm: Brad Cole. Seavww.GodsCharacter.com
Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible Studivlonday, 121pm: Brad Cole. Seavww.GodsCharacter.com
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