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The first “WHOPPER” ever sold

Long before 1957, when James McLamore and David Edgerton unveiled the first Whopper® sandwich, Genesis

chapter three records the first “whopper” ever
ate, but the serpent was not selling the fruit.
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like Godg knowi ng good and
And so Eve, seeing a nice fruit which was al so

took the fruit and ate it.

I submit to you that in reaching for that fruit Eve was not just reaching up for a nice apple (or whatever it was), she
was not even just reaching for the knowledge, but she was reaching for the power that came with that
knowledge—the power to be like God. The serpent convinced her that God had withheld this power from her, and
now she could grab what God did not want her to have. Was the serpent right? Truth be told, since that day we
have had plenty of opportunity to know good and evil in a very intimate way!

So what is the evidence? The answer is in the story of creation. First of all, during each stage of creation, God saw
to it t hat it was very good! “God saw all t h
always imagined God as a bit of a perfectionist, so [ am content that if He was satisfied that it was all good, the
planet that He handed over to Adam and Eve really was very well-designed and made to cater to their every need.

God created man in His own image. (Genesis 1:26, 27) What a privilege to bear the semblance of God Himself. As

we would | earn over the course of history, and
just skin deep. God gave us intellect, emotions, and feelings just like His. Our whole being was made in His
i mage. “Then God sai d, ., Let us make man i n our
and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground. """ (Genesi s 1: 245¢dhaNded\fthe keyé ef shis playeq ifi yourlike atadthe imdn
and woman He created!

And once He created man, mal e and femal e, “God
number ; fildl the earth and subdue it. Rul e ove

God create man in His own image, but He gave us the capability to create in our own image.

Where does all this | eave us? (1) G
home. (2) He gave us His image, body, character, intellect and the freedom to make

choices. (3) He gave man power to rule over the planet and everything that was on it and

in it. And (4) He also shared with us the power to create in our own image. Rather than

revealing a stingy God who withheld power from Adam and Eve, the story of creation

shows a power-sharing God who gave us the power, body, character and privileges that

He had.

Well, there it is: the serpent’s assertion that God withheld something from Adam
and Eve, that they could somehow become more like God—the biggest “whopper” ever sold. This same
serpent is still hard at work today to discredit the story of creation, because it so clearly reveals God’s
generosity—His true character.

David Lorencin
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ComeAndReason.com— 0God, why so many rul es?06

Dr . Ti m

Does it ever semliRe Gbé fias given too many rules? The list of rules is rather extensive and deta
one reads through certain Old Testament passages. But Paul would later say that what the law asks
simpl e: iThe only obligation you have ils to
you |l ove others, you wi || never do them |wron
AiFor t he whol e Law i s summed up i n onfle co
yourself.d806 (Galatians 5:14)

weekly  Bible  study
class and other recorded
seminars.

GodsCharacter.com—A
book by book Bible
study given by Dr. Brad
Cole.

If love for God and neighbor is all God asks, why then did He at times go on to spell it gut with so

specifics? Why give so many rules and take the risk of being misunderstood to be an|arbitrary ¢
Like evewidening||freak? I n fact, dondt some of the rules|seem
circles growing naturdlly children and people who pick up sticks on the Sabbath really be stoned to death?
from the pebble tosged
into water, so by sharffgl n Ezekiel, God describes His difficultyl in
Godds Ch a|n beeduse they had @jected my commands, broken my laws, profaned the Sabbath, and worship
truth at a time, His undgr- same idols their ancestors had served. Then | gave them laws that are not good and commands tha
standing friends can finallb r i ng | i f e . God(g&ve relésithatlare Ao goddnd thatslg not brihg\tiat does

take the REAL GOSPELthis mean?

to the world one person

at a timg@done 0|9
tossed into the pond
confusion. One Goo0
News Tour Presentation
a time! Invite your friend

§ tRifk §t Ynight be helpful to remember that there was a time when rules were not nedded. Befo
Plentered the universe, there was no need for God to gather the angels around Him to proclaim tt
commandment s: ALi sten to me angel s! No killi
Athere was peace in the universe, because there was perfect love anchatuségai@edthe angels
- followed and obeyed a list of kMlas it not a sad recognition of a very rebellious world that precipitate

Goddés sitting His children down and maki|lng st

w

But God gave more than just ten commandments. He also had to give a long list of addit|onal rules
further revealed the depravity of His people and how far they had strayed from the ideal. |t is shocki
God had to be so specific in the following verses, but this would imply that they were doing these tf
mu st have made God very sad to give sudgh a
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your relatives. Do not di sgrace your father by raorj ng i
woman is to have sexual relations with an ani mtelimportarh at p
guestion, AWhat k6t Htevas,addedans otrhdee rp utrop o sseh oowf whhaet Lwarwo?n gd oi n
added because we needed it when we wereeshca | s . AUntil the time when we er e

the living God, we were carefully surrounded and protected by the Mosaic law. The law was like those Grgek artors, with wi
familiar, who escort children to school and protect them from danger or distraction, making sure the dbitdecplaat thapy get

set out for. But now you have arrived at youtas@236tThaepat i o
MessageY he law was NOT the teacher, butlead ts to the Teacher Li ke a parent who makes ru
your brotherédon6t run with the pencil in your hetmnfad|/ébr us

good people, butfortewe aker s and cri minals, for the god]I Emothy BN sin

But just as children are meant to grow up and maptrituall be
and to have the law of love written on the heart rather than on stone tablets. How sad it would be if ymleghitd patledijrom
tell you that he was keeping your rul es! Woul dtheyhady b e
refrained from running when a pencil was in his hand, and that he had brushed his teeth? Would you be pvaud gbypur child,
feel sad that he was only keeping a |ist r at lgresronhpttdhbelp i nt
your <c¢child to mature and to do what is right fdgowingupe r i ¢

what God desires from us as well?

But does this line of thought suggest doing away with the Tath@ lesigiver Him$elflas accused of this. But yet dHeaod
come to do away with the | aw,. ADo not think t haekplaihehave
law and teestorghe law of love in the heart.

Like Paul, Jesus al so explained that these rul es sadlere a
6Anyone who divorces his wife must give her aanysausebtheen no
than her unfaithfulness, then he is guilty of making her commit adultery if she marries again; and the marmighaduberigs her co

also. 60 (Matthew 5:31, 32) The Pharisees thought He was
opportunity to expose Jesus as a fraud, ASome Phaeadtoi|sSees
di vorce his wife?6 Jesus answered with anot hepl eqgue $tHieo 1

a man merely has to write his wife an offi ci altrctioasntyer of
as a concession to your-heedted wickedneass.' ( Ma-3, KILT)1TOe |&v was added so that if they were going to divofce, they &
least were to do it in a humane way. He gave them that provision because they needed it. He met them whesse thay| were in a

i deal circumstance. The truth is, A hate di vhmgtobkiswifés ay s
Make sure that you do not break your promise to be flaith

Jesus explained another fibadd but necessary ruth@Bytno@You h
tell you: do not take revenge on someone who wrongs you. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, let him slap your
too. 0 (Matthew 5: 38, 39) God gave that very sdahe®lde rul
Testament, the ideal attitude for t heeh e maiosdenkey rurming lapseh e r
take it back to him. If his donkey has fallen under its load, help him get the donkey to its feet again(&sodu g8 walk) o

The words of Jesus, fiLove the Lord your God wieithborasioll you
|l ove yourselfo (Matthew 22:38,39) were not new. thechegdge ar
I

your God with al your heart, with all your swhaafelivingimd wi
your | and. Treat them as you would an Israelite, and | ov
One can |l ook at the Iist of rules God gave an ¢elbuesadnh A wh

list on stone when we needed it because of our spiritual immaturity, waiting for the time when it would fite \Wriflegie® our hea

them a new heart and a new mind. | will take away their stubborn heart of stone and will give them an obwgdiini rt. Then tt
my | aws and faithfully obey al/l my ¢ o mma n d s Like anreartply fatijlet 1 b
who is glad to see his child mature physically and mentally, God also carefully watches and nurtures Hiarelsibirituatg they mat
and learn to do what is highawse it IS righind because they agree with God that it is right. And, when we do what is|right beca
we are in agreement with Ged, we are free at ladthe law is not a restriction of our freedom. Rather, it is a stepping stone t
complete and absoRIREEDOM!! Brad Cole




THE JUDGMENT OF G@9 we FEAR it or LOOK FORWARD to it, and WHY?)

Judgment dayA man is led solemnly to the foot of a large stair case. At the top of the stairs billo
give way to blinding light. A towering granite edifice is revealed and upon its face is engraved {
ments. An angel with a large open book looks on intently, apparently going over a list of deeds. J&&
has a hand on the man's shoulder, but Heobs
him.Judgment is about to take place

Judgment dayJesus is led to the foot of a large stair case. At the top of the stairs sits Pilate upon his se
[ judgment. Jesus has just endured Gethsemane. He who knew no sin is being made to be sin. (2 Cor.5:21)

| '§%= darkness clutches at His soul. The familiar and comforting light of heaven is dimming as a black| void of se
) "/‘r‘”‘ from the Father opens before Him. He stands at the precipice bound and arraigned before a tdan. All eyes fi»
I ‘ Judgment is about to take place

How many of us see the judgment as something looking like the first picture? The blinding light, a detailet @opk of ever
insurmountable wall of law, a sense of impending doom? | know | have seen it that way. Perhaps there is ati@her way to
judgment . |l 6d |l i ke to move the camer a, as it wereud |[and

focusing on what Jesus has said, a different picture begins to emerge: A picture whose focusdis udGhmistt wibiaks our
destiny is settled more by our decisions about God than by His judging of us.

John 3:19 says-SitTohpi sr iigshtt hteh ejrued g nheenttéds not | e tabouthoemakepgni f
straightforward annolbisiisteenegntent Bbodect heesgudigmbat . the| Ligh
|l oved the darkness rather than the LighteéFor everkegne w
Light. o (John 3:20, 21) There it i s. prefétolee injthe dagodeletitedtg s p e a

forever be in the darkor those who love truth, they are attracted to theldighrtvénd to go toward it

Notice that Jesus characterizes the pivotal action of the judgment as something t@atfakds platcsin and hearft s,
comes into the world and its very presence causes something toshBfihen we are attracted to it or are repetledhiey
determining factoois judgment of God and His truthlisiotu d g ment of us. For God has Jalrec
did not send the Son into the world to judge tiddemamithe | d,

purpose of God will never change. He will always stand before the world as its waiting Savior.

Sowhaoes udge the worl d, i f Chri st do e Bonrbte?en théehFatheFjadbes almwae A g a
he has given all judgment to the Son. 0 (John =tmedferred Jesu
all judgment to the Son. Interesting! The Fat m&22. Sdjoesnid
Christ judges us? No, wait. Jesus has al r eadyd7Hareitdratdie wa

this fact iif anyone hears my sayings and does not kegpdhaoh judge hifor | did not come to judge the world, but to save the
world. o0 Wedve read that the Father doesndt | uduwbment? d Ch

seem to be running out of judges! Wil there even be a |
Just as Christ has told us what the judgs)d® Has also told us what the judgmémy hn 12: 48 st at es|, i H
does not receive my sayings, has one who judbessurd;l spokes what wi |l judge him at| the

the WORD that does the judgi ngAndtheWbdrd bebamée fleshsandtdivelt amomgausg, end wel
saw His glory, glory as of the only begott en effCloishthati

Thegood newsabout the judgment is that Goddhased to condemnids knows our frame and the nature of our hearts.
of our need to be healed and our longing to be restored to trust in Him. So He stands before us as He stouthibe

bleeding. He presents Himself before us through the evidence embodied in Christ. We see the marks of Hif sautif

on our b

we gaze upon His countenance, we see nothing but the tendesaesficihgdtive. This has always been and alveays @ith Il 6 s

attitude towards wus, just as it is seen in Jé&mwys,6 i Anhde wihLe
am |lifted up from the earth, I wi || dwasandis lifed eprfrpro theeearth.gSomy s
|l et us be drawn to Him as the song of heaven | aflwilonpur h

and might and honor and glory and bl eslerem3mitdh ( Rev 5:

12)



