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The first “WHOPPER” ever sold 

Long before 1957, when James McLamore and David Edgerton unveiled the first Whopper® sandwich, Genesis 

chapter three records the first “whopper” ever “sold.” OK, so the Bible says that it was a fruit that Adam and Eve 

ate, but the serpent was not selling the fruit. The serpent was selling much more than that: “For God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5 NIV) 

And so Eve, seeing a nice fruit which was also “desirable for gaining wisdom” (Genesis 3:6, NIV), reached up, 

took the fruit and ate it.  
 

I submit to you that in reaching for that fruit Eve was not just reaching up for a nice apple (or whatever it was), she 

was not even just reaching for the knowledge, but she was reaching for the power that came with that            

knowledge—the power to be like God. The serpent convinced her that God had withheld this power from her, and 

now she could grab what God did not want her to have. Was the serpent right? Truth be told, since that day we 

have had plenty of opportunity to know good and evil in a very intimate way!  
 

So what is the evidence? The answer is in the story of creation. First of all, during each stage of creation, God saw 

to it that it was very good!  “God saw all that he had made and it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31, NIV) I‟ve       

always imagined God as a bit of a perfectionist, so I am content that if He was satisfied that it was all good, the 

planet that He handed over to Adam and Eve really was very well-designed and made to cater to their every need.  
 

God created man in His own image. (Genesis 1:26, 27) What a privilege to bear the semblance of God Himself. As 

we would learn over the course of history, and especially during Jesus‟ time on this earth, that semblance was not 

just skin deep. God gave us intellect, emotions, and feelings just like His. Our whole being was made in His      

image. “Then God said, „Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea 

and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the 

ground.‟” (Genesis 1:26, NIV) Yes, you read it right—God handed the keys of this planet, if you like, to the man 

and woman He created!  
 

And once He created man, male and female, “God blessed them and said to them, „Be fruitful and increase in  

number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over…every living creature….‟” (Genesis 1:28, NIV) So not only did 

God create man in His own image, but He gave us the capability to create in our own image. 
 

Where does all this leave us?  (1) God created a planet that was “very good” to be our 

home. (2) He gave us His image, body, character, intellect and the freedom to make 

choices. (3) He gave man power to rule over the planet and everything that was on it and 

in it. And (4) He also shared with us the power to create in our own image. Rather than 

revealing a stingy God who withheld power from Adam and Eve, the story of creation 

shows a power-sharing God who gave us the power, body, character and privileges that 

He had. 
 

Well, there it is:  the serpent’s assertion that God withheld something from Adam 

and Eve, that they could somehow become more like God—the biggest “whopper” ever sold.  This same        

serpent is still hard at work today to discredit the story of creation, because it so clearly reveals God’s         

generosity—His true character.                                                                                                                              

                      David Lorencin  
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For a free subscription to 

this newsletter  or to order 

Good News Tour DVDs 

and/or audio-CDs: 

Office@ 

HeavenlySanctuary.com  

or fax 877.284.0039 or 

phone 888.250.4612. 
 

If you prefer to mail 

comments, suggestions,  

or financial support: 

HeavenlySanctuary.com   P O 

Box 4,  Redlands, CA 92373 

VISIT OUR WEBSITES: 

H e a v e n l y S a n c t u a r y 

.com—Everything about 

the character of God: fo-

rum discussions, featured 

articles, audio  sermons 

and more. 

GoodNewsTour.com—
Information  about future      

Good   News   Tour  con-

ferences. 

ComeAndReason.com—
Dr.      Tim        Jennings‟ 

weekly      Bible      study 

class and   other recorded 

seminars. 

GodsCharacter.com—A 

book by book Bible 

study given by Dr. Brad 

Cole.    

Like ever-widening     
circles growing naturally 
from the pebble tossed 
into water, so by sharing 
Godõs  Character,  one 
truth at a time, His under-
standing friends can finally 
take the REAL GOSPEL 
to the worldñone person 
at a timeñone òstoneó 
tossed into the pond of         
confusion. One Good 
News Tour Presentation at 
a time! Invite your friends. 

Upcoming Events 

Feb 29-Mar 2, 2008-The NOW Testament, Alberta Conf. Menõs Retreat, Bowden, Alberta, Canada: 

Marco Belmonte  (A truth-filled perspective of the Bible will give us a truth-filled perspective of God) 

March 14 & 15, 2008ñGuest Speaker, Monterey Bay Academy, 783 San Andreas Rd, La Selva 

Beach, CA: Marco Belmonte 

March 28 & 29, 2008ñGood News Tour, Collegedale Church, Collegedale, TN: Tim Jennings, Manuel 

Silva, Brad Cole, Marco Belmonte     

September 5 & 6, 2008ñGood News Tour 2008, Loma Linda Univ. Church: Ty Gibson, Alden Thomp-

son, Tim Jennings,  Manuel Silva, Brad Cole, Marco Belmonte, and Herb Montgomery.  See 

www.GoodNewsTour.com 

Ongoing Weekly Events  

Steve Gallimore Live, LifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel, February 8, March 14, 2-3 pm: 

Tim Jennings.  See  www.ComeAndReason.com 

Come and Reason Weekly Bible Study Class, Saturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher 

South, SAU, 10:15-11:15 am:  Tim Jennings. See www.ComeAndReason.com    

(Listen to recorded classes, or download onto CDõs.) 

Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study, Thursday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole.  

See www.GodsCharacter.com   Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible 

Study, Monday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole. See www.GodsCharacter.com 

òGod, why so many rules?ó 

Does it ever seem like God has given too many rules? The list of rules is rather extensive and detailed as 
one reads through certain Old Testament passages. But Paul would later say that what the law asks is very 
simple:  ñThe only obligation you have is to love one another. Whoever does this has obeyed the LawéIf 
you love others, you will never do them wrong; to love, then, is to obey the whole Law.ò (Romans 13:8, 10)  
ñFor the whole Law is summed up in one commandment:  óLove your neighbor as you love                    

yourself.ôò (Galatians 5:14) 
 

If love for God and neighbor is all God asks, why then did He at times go on to spell it out with so many         
specifics? Why give so many rules and take the risk of being misunderstood to be an arbitrary control 
freak? In fact, donôt some of the rules seem like bad ones, by our standards of today? Should gluttonous 

children and people who pick up sticks on the Sabbath really be stoned to death?     
 

In Ezekiel, God describes His difficulty in maintaining the trust of His children in the wilderness. ñI did this,      
because they had rejected my commands, broken my laws, profaned the Sabbath, and worshiped the 
same idols their ancestors had served. Then I gave them laws that are not good and commands that do not 
bring life.ò (Ezekiel 20:24, 25) God gave rules that are not good and that do not bring life? What does 

this mean?  
 

I think it might be helpful to remember that there was a time when rules were not needed. Before sin     
entered the universe, there was no need for God to gather the angels around Him to proclaim the ten    
commandments: ñListen to me angels! No killingé.no adulteryéno stealingéò Before Satanôs rebellion, 
there was peace in the universe, because there was perfect love and trust in God, not because the angels 
followed and obeyed a list of rules. Was it not a sad recognition of a very rebellious world that precipitated 

Godôs sitting His children down and making such requirements of them?  
 

But God gave more than just ten commandments. He also had to give a long list of additional rules, which   
further revealed the depravity of His people and how far they had strayed from the ideal. It is shocking that 
God had to be so specific in the following verses, but this would imply that they were doing these things! It 
must have made God very sad to give such a  list:   ñDo  not  have sexual intercourse with any of 

THE 2007 GNT DVDõS ARE NOW AVAILABLE;  Office@HeavenlySanctuary.com; 888.250.4612 
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your relatives. Do not  disgrace your father by having intercourse with your mother. You must not disgrace your own motheréNo man or 
woman is to have sexual relations with an animal; that perversion makes you ritually unclean.ò (Leviticus 18:7, 23) Paul asks the important 
question,  ñWhat, then, was the purpose of the Law? It was added  in order to  show what wrongdoing isé.ò  (Galatians 3:19)   The law was 
added because  we  needed it when we were such  rebels. ñUntil the time when we were mature enough to respond freely in faith (trust) to 
the living God, we were carefully surrounded and protected by the Mosaic law. The law was like those Greek tutors, with which you are 
familiar, who escort children to school and protect them from danger or distraction, making sure the children will really get to the place they 
set out for. But now you have arrived at your destination: By faith in Christ you are in direct relationship with God.ò (Galatians 3:23-26, The       
Message)   The law was NOT the teacher, but was to lead us to the Teacher. Like a parent who makes rules for his child to obey, ñDonôt hit 
your brotherédonôt run with the pencil in your handébrush your teethé," the law is for the immature in faith. ñélaws are made, not for 

good people, but for law-breakers and criminals, for the godless and sinful, for those who are not religious or spiritualé.ò (1 Timothy 1:9)  
 

But just as children are meant to grow up and not to be dependent on their parentsô rules anymore, so we adults are to grow up spiritually 
and to have the law of love written on the heart rather than on stone tablets. How sad it would be if your child called from college to proudly 
tell you that he was keeping your rules!  Would you be happy if he went on to explain that he hadnôt hit anyone that day, that he had      
refrained from running when a pencil was in his hand, and that he had brushed his teeth? Would you be proud of your child, or would you 
feel sad that he was only keeping a list rather than internalizing things of real importance? Werenôt all of those rules designed only to help 
your child to mature and to do what is right for the right reasons, rather than merely because you said so? Isnôt maturity and growing up 

what God desires from us as well?  
 

But does this line of thought suggest doing away with the law? Jesus ï the Lawgiver Himself ï was accused of this. But yet He did not 

come to do away with the law. ñDo not think that I have come to do away with the Lawéò (Matthew 5:17).  Rather, he came to explain the 

law and to restore the law of love in the heart.  

 

Like Paul, Jesus also explained that these rules were added because the people needed them. Jesus declared that ñIt was also said, 

óAnyone who divorces his wife must give her a written notice of divorce.ô But now I tell you: if a man divorces his wife for any cause other 

than her unfaithfulness, then he is guilty of making her commit adultery if she marries again; and the man who marries her commits adultery 

also.ôò (Matthew 5:31,32)  The Pharisees thought He was going against the law of Moses, which had been given by God. Seeing an      

opportunity to expose Jesus as a fraud, ñSome Pharisees came and tried to trap him with this question: óShould a man be allowed to     

divorce his wife?ô  Jesus answered with another question: óWhat did Moses say about divorce?ô  óWell, he permitted itô they replied. óHe said 

a man merely has to write his wife an official letter of divorce and send her away.ô But Jesus responded, óHe wrote those instructions only 

as a concession to your hard-hearted wickedness.'ò (Mark 10:2-5, NLT) The law was added so that if they were going to divorce, they at 

least were to do it in a humane way.  He gave them that provision because they needed it. He met them where they were in a far less than 

ideal circumstance. The truth is, ñI hate divorce, says the Lord God of Israel. I hate it when one of you does such a cruel thing to his wife. 

Make sure that you do not break your promise to be faithful to your wife.ò (Malachi 2:16) 

 

Jesus explained another ñbadò but necessary rule, ñYou have heard that it was said, óAn eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.ô But now I 
tell you: do not take revenge on someone who wrongs you. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, let him slap your left cheek 
too.ò (Matthew 5:38, 39)   God gave that very severe rule at a time when life was cheap and violence was rampant, yet even in the Old  
Testament, the ideal attitude for the treatment of others was always there. ñIf you happen to see your enemyôs cow or donkey running loose, 

take it back to him. If his donkey has fallen under its load, help him get the donkey to its feet again;  don't just walk off.ò (Exodus 23:4, 5)  
 

The words of Jesus, ñLove the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mindò and ñLove your neighbor as you 
love yourselfò (Matthew 22:38,39) were not new. These are quotes from the Old Testament which He had learned as a boy. ñLove the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.ò (Deuteronomy 6:5) ñDo not mistreat foreigners who are living in 

your land. Treat them as you would an Israelite, and love them as you love yourselves.ò (Leviticus 19:3, 4)  

One can look at the list of rules God gave and feel, ñwhat an exacting God!ò Or one can be grateful that God was willing to spell out such a 

list on stone when we needed it because of our spiritual immaturity, waiting for the time when it would be written on our hearts. ñI will give 

them a new heart and a new mind. I will take away their stubborn heart of stone and will give them an obedient heart. Then they will keep 

my laws and faithfully obey all my commands. They will be my people, and I will be their God.ò (Ezekiel 11:19, 20)    Like an earthly father 

who is glad to see his child mature physically and mentally, God also carefully watches and nurtures His children as they mature spiritually 

and learn to do what is right because it IS right, and because they agree with God that it is right. And, when we do what is right because 

we are in agreement with God, then we are free at last! The law is not a restriction of our freedom. Rather, it is a stepping stone to      

complete and absolute FREEDOM!!         Brad Cole 



THE JUDGMENT OF GODñ(Do we FEAR it or LOOK FORWARD to it, and WHY?) 
 

Judgment day. A man is led solemnly to the foot of a large stair case. At the top of the stairs billowing dark clouds 
give way to blinding light. A towering granite edifice is revealed and upon its face is engraved the Ten Command-
ments. An angel with a large open book looks on intently, apparently going over a list of deeds. Jesus is there too. He 
has a hand on the man's shoulder, but Heôs standing out of sight. The man bows his head in shame as all eyes fix on 

him. Judgment is about to take place. 
 

Judgment day. Jesus is led to the foot of a large stair case. At the top of the stairs sits Pilate upon his seat of       
judgment. Jesus has just endured Gethsemane. He who knew no sin is being made to be sin. (2 Cor.5:21)  An awful     
darkness clutches at His soul.  The familiar and comforting light of heaven is dimming as a black void of separation 
from the Father opens before Him. He stands at the precipice bound and arraigned before a man. All eyes fix on Him.    
Judgment is about to take place. 

 

How many of us see the judgment as something looking like the first picture? The blinding light, a detailed book of every deed, an          
insurmountable wall of law, a sense of impending doom? I know I have seen it that way. Perhaps there is another way to look at the      
judgment. Iôd like to move the camera, as it were, and view this ñ judgmentò from another angle. And as we move the camera around,    
focusing on what Jesus has said, a different picture begins to emerge: A picture whose focus is on Christ, not usða judgment in which our 

destiny is settled more by our decisions about God than by His judging of us. 
 

John 3:19 says ñThis is the judgmentò - Stop right there! Letôs not let the significance of this statement pass us by! Jesus is about to make a        
straightforward announcement about the judgment. ñThis is the judgmentò He declares, ñthat the Light has come into the world, and men 
loved the darkness rather than the LightéFor everyone who does evil hates the LightéBut he who practices the truth comes to the 
Light.ò (John 3:20, 21) There it is. ñThe judgmentò speaks of a time when people who like the dark, prefer to be in the dark, and decide to 

forever be in the dark. For those who love truth, they are attracted to the light and determine to go toward it.  
 

Notice that Jesus characterizes the pivotal action of the judgment as something that takes place in OUR minds and hearts, not Godôs. Truth 
comes into the world and its very presence causes something to happen in us. Either we are attracted to it or are repelled by it. The      
determining factor is our  judgment of God and His truth, not His judgment of us. For God has already revealed His decision about us; ñGod 
did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.ò (John 3:17)  Jesusô mission and the 

purpose of God will never change. He will always stand before the world as its waiting Savior.  
 

So who does judge the world, if Christ doesnôt? The Father? Again, turn to the words of Jesus, ñFor not even the Father judges anyone, but 
he has given all judgment to the Son.ò (John 5:22)  Jesus is clear on this point as well: the Father judges no one. Instead He has deferred 
all judgment to the Son. Interesting!  The Father doesnôt judge anyone.  He has turned that over to the Son, according to John 5:22. So, 
Christ judges us? No, wait. Jesus has already said He wasnôt sent into the world to judge it, but to save it. And in John 12:47, He reiterates 
this fact - ñIf anyone hears my sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the 
world.ò Weôve read that the Father doesnôt judge, and Christ said He didnôt come to judge either. So whatôs happening to the judgment? We 

seem to be running out of judges! Will there even be a judgment? Do we misunderstand the word ñjudgmentò? 
 

Just as Christ has told us what the judgment isnôt, He has also told us what the judgment is.  John 12:48 states, ñHe who rejects me and 
does not receive my sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.ò So we have the answer. It is 
the WORD that does the judging. And what is this word? John 1:14 clues us in, ñAnd the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 
saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.ò We see that it is the life and example of Christ that is 
the word. The word Christ spoke was the word of His actions and teachings. In everything He did and said, He was demonstrating truthð 
revealing the true character of God. By this revelation, this word,  we are confronted with a choice, and it becomes necessary that we judge 

Godðnot with a proud or self-righteous mind, but with a mind ready to make an intelligent choice: To whom do we entrust our very being? 
 

The good news about the judgment is that God has no need to condemn us. He knows our frame and the nature of our hearts. He knows 
of our need to be healed and our longing to be restored to trust in Him. So He stands before us as He stood before Pilate; bound and  
bleeding. He presents Himself before us through the evidence embodied in Christ. We see the marks of His sacrifice on our behalf, and as 
we gaze upon His countenance, we see nothing but the tenderness of self-sacrificing love. This has always been and always will be Godôs  
attitude towards us, just as it is seen in Jesus, the ñLamb slain from the foundation of the world.ò (Rev 13:8)  Jesus proclaimed, ñAnd when I 
am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.ò (John 12:32)  And to Godôs glory, Jesus was and is lifted up from the earth.  So 
let us be drawn to Him as the song of heaven lifts our hearts: ñWorthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom 

and might and honor and glory and blessing.ò (Rev 5:12)                                                      Loren Smith  


