The Good News

A NEWSLETTER ENTIRELY ABOUT GOD - ISSUE 9 - December, 2007

The Good News Tour 2007, Portland, Oregon
A Review for God'’s friends

It is for the sole purpose of encouragement to my fellow citizens in God’s kingdom on earth that | would like to review the
experience of last month’s Good News Tour in Portland, Oregon. It is only with God’s intervention that we were able to have
this conference which turned out to be an immense success for His cause.

The Good News Tour had originally been approved by and scheduled at Warner Pacific College - a Christian college in
Portland, Oregon. However, after reviewing our “Servant to the world” painting for advertisement approval, the college
leadership decided to cancel our event just two months prior to the scheduled date and just three days prior to the deadline
for advertisement submission. That gloomy afternoon, the only thing we could do was pray that God would open a door. The
very next day we were called by the Oregon Convention Center, that they were able to scramble a couple of rooms for us and
the following day we submitted our ads with the new location.

To advertise our conference, we submitted large posters to be displayed in six Portland malls and the advertising company
approved them for content. However, after the ads were up for only 48 hours, customer complaints prompted the advertis-
ing company to immediately take down our posters in all of the malls.

Nevertheless, the planning for the Good News Tour continued and our team as well as our Portland sponsors met the day
prior to our conference to set up our video equipment. The evening prior to the convention, we unrolled the banner and
noticed to our dismay that the entire middle section of the banner was missing blue color so that Bin Laden’s beard
appeared purple and George Bush’s bi-colored coat was more reminiscent of Two-Face in Batman than the president of the
United States. But God was with our friend, Lars Justinen, who immediately had a new banner printed overnight and driven to
us by one of his employees, so that it arrived at the Convention Center just two hours prior to the start of the conference.
Nothing could stop us now, not even the malfunction of one of our wireless microphones, nor a blown projector bulb.

The message about God’s humility, kindness, trustworthiness, and love was “on.” The Good News about Him was presented
in its full beauty by all of the speakers. Sermons were short and succinct, not tailored toward a particular denomination, but
presented sensibly for all those who call themselves “followers of Jesus Christ.”

It was our goal from the beginning to attract general Christians from a variety of walks of life. The group of visitors seemed
divided into those who already loved our message about God’s forgiving character, as well as a few skeptics who came to
“check us out.” However, there were a number of precious souls who came to a new understanding of and love toward the
God of Graciousness. It has never been so clear to our team that the understanding of a Servant God can no longer be re-
served for a particular denomination, but must go beyond it and water the souls of all Christians. The expansion of God’s
Kingdom is dependent upon the tremendous commitment of those who love Him, and only when we “bleed” for our God by
giving all, will we spread the fire that our Leader ignited 2000 years ago.

The Portland Good News Tour presented all of the important aspects of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Although it is impossible
to do so adequately, | will attempt to present the highlights of the message given during the last weekend. The conference
opened up with the presentation of the conflict of the two antagonistic principles in this world: Sword power and survival of
the fittest versus self-sacrificial, Jesus-like Love. This concept was deepened by Manuel Silva’s depiction of God'’s role in this
conflict. Tim Jennings effectively brought to light the fact that even the Christian church often attempts to evangelize the
world by using satanic methods of force and coercion. Yet the Good News Tour clearly took the stance that true Christianity
always looks like Jesus Christ. After Tim convincingly expressed that love cannot exist without freedom, Brad Cole described
the concept of intercession as a process where God draws us into close intimacy with him, rather than the fear-provoking
concept of shielding us from Him. Herb Montgomery clarified how our God-given freedom explains the existence of contin-
ued suffering in the presence of God’s loving character. Brad put the Christ back into Christianity and Marco Belmonte ex-
plained in clear and simple terms the meaning of the death of our God on the cross. Other concepts important to Christian
understanding were tackled in the afternoon sessions, such as the meaning of forgiveness by Herb, and the implication of
the fires of hell by Manuel. Finally, Marco explained how the second coming will not happen as long as we focus sky-ward
rather than Christ-ward. In conclusion, the panel discussion pulled out concepts that are often misunderstood by those who
disagree with our picture of God. It was clearly presented that we do not advocate the moral influence theory and that God’s
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For a free subscription to
this newsletter or to order
Good News Tour DVDs
and/or audio-CDs:

Office@

HeavenlySanctuary.com
or fax 877.284.0039 or
phone 888.250.4612.

If you prefer to mail
comments, suggestions,
or financial support:
HeavenlySanctuary.com P O
Box 4, Redlands, CA 92373

VISIT OUR WEBSITES:

HeavenlySanctuary
.com—Everything about
the character of God: fo-
rum discussions, featured
articles, audio  sermons
and more.

GoodNewsTour.com—
Information about future
Good News Tour con-
ferences.

ComeAndReason.com—
Dr . Ti
weekly  Bible  study
class and other recorded
seminars.

GodsCharacter.com—A
book by book Bible
study given by Dr. Brad
Cole.
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justice is an essential part of His being when understood in the sense that it is not a human tit-
for-tat, kind of justice (an eye for an eye), but none other than His eternal Righteousness which
not only turns the other cheek, but is willing to forfeit life on its enemy’s behalf.

The best news of all is that the recordings of this conference are alive and well and that many
will soon be able to view the message about God’s never-failing love on DVD and on the inter-
net. The Good News Tour team desires nothing more than to ignite minds everywhere with the
truth about the incredible Servant God! It is not enough that we convince people of His exis-
tence, but that everyone together is moved to sacrifice time, resources, and lives for the God of
Graciousness in service to others by spreading the eternal Good News about Him.

Dorothee Cole

In response to the strong reaction against this picture when it
was used for the purpose of advertising the Good News Tour \ ‘
conference, Greg Boyd, professor of theology for 16 years at |
Bethel University and founder and senior pastor of Woodland
Hills Church, an evangelical mega church in St. Paul, MN, writes
the following (used with his permission):

Washing Osama’s Feet

What does this say about how many American Christians envi-

sion Jesus? Obviously, the protestors believe that Jesus would not wash Osama Bin
Laden's feet. But Jesus died "not only for our sins, but for the sins of the whole world" (1 Jn 2:2)
- and this obviously includes Osama. So if Jesus died for Osama, how are we to imagine him
being unwilling foavash hisfeet?’

What the protest reveals is that many Christians have tragically allowed their patriotismto co
-opt their faith. They have allowed their American citizenship to take priority over their Kingdom
citizenship - despite the New Testament's instruction for disciples to consider themselves
"foreigners" and "exiles" wherever they happen to live (Heb. 11-13; 1 Pet 1:17, 2:11) and to
consider their real citizenship "in heaven" (Phil 3:20).

Many American Christians seem to want a Jesus who will defend their country and hate their
national enemies as much as they do. Many want the Jesus of the Middle Ages whom
5 Crusaders called on to help them slaughter - not serve - their Islamic enemies. Many seem to

dllwant to reduce Jesus to just another version of the tribal gods that have been called on for

pteenturies to bless tribal battles. Most wars throughout history have been fought under the

ebanner of some god or another.
|

NFortunately, the real Jesus isn't anything like this. Knowing all power had been given to him,
€ John says, he wrapped a towel around his waist and washed the dirty, smelly feet of people he
ntknew would deny and betray him in a couple hours (Jn 13:3-5). Knowing he could call legions of
eangels to vanquish his foes, the real Jesus rather chose to let them crucify him, because this is

what they needed him to do (though they of course didn't know it). Then, with his last breath,

the real Jesus prays to his Father to forgive his barbaric torturers - and all of us (Lk 23:34). This
hris the kind of power the omnipotent God of the universe uses against his enemies. And this is
rt the kind of power we're to use against our "enemies." It's the power of Calvary-like love.

hWe're called to imitate the Jesus who washes the feet of enemies, dies for them, and prays for

theirforgivengssc Wepare to "live in love, as Christ loved us and gave his life for us..." (Eph. 5:1
R-2). When we wete enemies, Jesus nevertheless ascribed unsurpassable worth to us by paying
an unsurpassable price for us. We who claim we are his disciples are called to do the same.
We're to sacrificially ascribe unsurpassable worth to all people, including our enemies - even
Osama Bin Laden. In light of God's servant love toward us, we must be willing to wash Osama's
feet - and pray for his forgiveness.
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Jesus says to us: "Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat
you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your
shirt..." (Lk 6:27-29)

And in case we missed the point, he comes back five verses later and says: "...love your enemies, do good to them, and lend
to them without expecting to get anything back. (How important is this? Read this next sentence carefully.) Then your
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful,
Jjust as your Father is merciful." (Lk 6:27-29; 35-36) When we act like our kind Father, we reflect the fact that we are his
children. In Christ, God's been kind to Osama. May we who are his children do the same. May we be encouraged by the
above picture rather than offended by it. May we pray, "Father, forgive Osama. He doesn't know what he's doing."

(2 days later, Greg had these further comments)

Wow, I've gotten a ton of feedback on the picture in my previous blog. (I still have forty or so e-mails to get through!) Almost
all of the responses (so far) have been positive! | thank God for the folks at Heavenly Sanctuary for coming up with this
fantastically edgy picture. | believe it is going to be used in powerful ways for the Kingdom in the future.

I'd like you to consider something. The New Testament defines agape love by pointing us to Jesus Christ (1 Jn 3:16). To love
someone Is to treat them like Jesus has treated you - dying for you while you were yet a sinner.

The New Testament tells us that the command to love (= looking like Jesus Christ) is the greatest command, encompassing
all others (Lk 10:27; Rom. 13:8, 10; Ja 2:8). It tells us everything else in the law hangs on our fulfilling this law (Mt 22:27-
40). It tells us that love is to be placed above all else (Col 3:14; 1 Pet 4:8). It tells us that everything we do is to be done in
love (1 Cor. 16:14). It tells us that nothing has any Kingdom value apart from love, however impressive things may be in and
of themselves (1 Cor. 13:1-3). It tells us that the only thing that ultimately matters is faith energized by love (Gal. 5:6). And
it tells us that this love Iis to be given to all people at all times, including our enemies (Lk 6:27-35). Indeed, Jesus makes
loving our enemies the pre-condition for being considered "children of the Most High, because he Is kind to the ungrateful
and wicked" (Lk 6:35). We're to "be merciful as your Father in heaven is merciful" (Lk 6:36).

This is simply what it means to look like Jesus Christ.

Now follow me: If love is to be placed above all else, if everything else is to be considered worthless apart from love and if
everything hangs on fulfilling this one law, how can we avoid the conclusion that refusing to love even our enemies is the
worst heresy imaginable? To miss this all important point renders whatever other truth we may possess worthless.

In this light, we have to ask, who is the worse heretic: Michael Servetus who was burned alive for denying that the Son of
God was eternal, or Calvin who had him burned alive? Burning someone alive is not loving them, doing good to them, or
blessing them (Lk 6:27-28, 35). And without love, whatever other truth Calvin may have been defending becomes worthless.
If we're thinking biblically, how can we avoid concluding that Calvin was not only a worse heretic than Servetus, but that he
committed the greatest heresy imaginable?

But | don't mean to pick on Calvin. Throughout the church history from the time of Augustine (who first justified persecution
in Jesus' name), millions of people were tortured and murdered for their alleged heresy. Yet, if we're thinking biblically, how
can we avoid the conclusion that the Church that carried out this barbarism in Jesus' name was far more heretical than all

the heretics it persecuted?

Ironically, while millions were tortured and murdered for having "heretical" views on things like baptism and communion,
there's not one episode | know of throughout church history of anyone so much as having their hand slapped because they
lacked love. Yet, everything hangs on this.

Finally, while we have an obligation to distinguish between what is and is not the Kingdom of God, we have to carefully guard
against self-righteousness. Rather than feeling righteous by contrasting ourselves with Calvin or any other Christian
persecutors from the past, we have to ask ourselves: Are we guilty of the worst heresy imaginable? Do we do everything in
love? Do we place love above all other considerations? Do we love Osama Bin Laden? Think about it. Live in love, as Christ

loved you and gave his life for you (Eph. 5:1-2). Greg Boyd

For more information, go to greghoyd.blogspot.com




Christdéds Healing Agent for the Sa

Satan has effectively sent a virus - much like a computer virus - to each and every one of us. Our first earthly parents
ingested a large dose of this virus when they believed Satan’s lies about God at the tree, and this virus has punished the
human race ever since. Mr. Snake managed to persuade Adam and Eve that God was an untrustworthy liar and one to be
feared. “Did God really say you can’t eat the fruit from any tree in the garden? He’s not a God of freedom, is he? Did God
really tell you that you would die if you eat the fruit? What a threatening and untrustworthy liar he is!”

And so, when Adam and Eve ate the fruit, what they really ingested were lies about the character of God. Love and trust in
God were now broken. Eating the fruit was confirmation that they bought the lie that God was an untrustworthy and fear-
some tyrant. When God came for a walk in the garden, they should have honestly run to Him with their questions and fears,
but now they believed God to be the destroyer and accuser, not Satan. Their picture of God was opposite to the reality. Hiding
in the bushes they would never have believed that God is the sort of Person who would live in a womb for 9 months, wash
the feet of Judas, and then allow His own creatures to torture Him to death. Far from it! Had you given Adam and Eve a
canvas at that moment to paint a picture of God, | rather imagine that it would have revealed a fearsome deity.

Well, there has been a new picture of God circulating the internet these past few weeks - a picture which just may bring a
few people out of the bushes. Perhaps in small part, it explains that healing agent for the satanic virus. Since the media first
covered the story of these posters being pulled down, and especially since Greg Boyd began writing and preaching about the
picture, there have been well over 30 web sites with the picture up, and much discussion. “Would Christ really wash the feet
of Osama Bin Laden?” “If Christ would wash the feet of His enemies and forgive those who tortured Him to death, shouldn’t
we who call ourselves Christians have this same attitude in the world?” This discussion is an important one for the entire
world to engage in. Is God really like this? Isn’'t God someone to be afraid of? Shouldn’t we hide in the bushes if He comes
our way? Does God’s Kingdom really have the appearance of love and service even toward enemies? What would the world
look like today if Christians had the same attitude as Christ, who loved His enemies and prayed for them as He died?

Some have complained, “But this isn’t smart! You’ve got to kill enemies like this or they will kill you!” But was it “smart” from
a worldly perspective for Jesus to wash the feet of Judas and then allow him to leave the upper room to complete his evil
plan? Was it “smart” of Jesus to allow His children to torture Him to death? Did He not have the power to stop it? Couldn’t
He have called legions of angels to His side? We are not called to live “smart” lives from a worldly perspective. As Christians,
our kingdom is not of this world. Our kingdom has the face and the hands of Jesus Christ in the world. Our kingdom should
reflect the sacrificial love and service of Jesus Christ. Our kingdom wields the power of the towel, not the power of the sword.

May this kind of power sweep through the entire world.

It’s time to come out of the bushes and to realize that Satan is the one to be afraid of, not God. It's time to represent to the
world that the infinite power and might of our God are equally matched by an infinite love, kindness, humility, forgiveness

and gentleness. It’s time for the virus of lies about God to die.

Brad Cole

Upcoming Events
January 11-13, 2008—Retreat, Rio Lindo Academy, 3200 Rio Lindo Ave., Healdsburg, CA: Marco Belmonte
March 14 &15, 2008—Guest Speaker, Monterey Bay Academy, 783 San Andreas Rd, La Selva Beach, CA: Marco Belmonte
March 28 & 29, 2008—Good News Tour, Collegedale Church, Collegedale, TN
September 5 & 6, 2008—Good News Tour 2008, Loma Linda Univ. Church: Ty Gibson, Alden Thompson, Tim Jennings,

Manuel Silva, Brad Cole, Marco Belmonte, and Herb Montgomery. See www.GoodNewsTour.com

Ongoing Weekly events
Steve Gallimore Live, LifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel, To be announced for 2008: Tim Jennings. See

www.ComeAndReason.com
Come and Reason Weekly Bible Study Class, Saturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher South, SAU, 10:15-11:15 am:
Tim Jennings. See www.ComeandReason.com (Listen in on the classes or download onto CD’s.) i

Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study, Thursday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole. See www.GodsCharacter.com

Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible Study, Monday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole. See www.GodsCharacter.com




