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On one of those rare mornings when neither of us had to be
somewhere early, my husband and I slipped into a conversa-
tion about the "will." Spiritual leaders have had much to say
about this subject, expressing how everything depends on
the "right action" of the will.

Being human, we struggle with the usual frailties at our

house, having inherited a few, and learned many more. The

bottom line of our quest that morning was this: "If it is a

matter of using my will correctly, does that mean I've just got

to "ramp it up" to the point of saying no to that 2nd piece of
blackberry pie? Or, is it preferable to use the recovery approach: “I can't, God can, here it is, God"?

How important is it that we understand the correct role of the will? Is it a salvation issue or simply a matter of the daily victories

or struggles that either strengthen our joy or defeat our spirit?

After 62 years of life in the Christian community, I find myself asking the same question my 75 year old daddy did after seeing the
Corrie Ten Boom movie - watching the unconditional love Corrie’s sister had, even for her abusers. With tears, my loving godly
father expressed to me, "Why, at this age, am I still struggling with the same stuff? I thought by now, God would have given me
more love for others, more victories, less struggles!" Now, twenty years later, I understand more and more his dilemma. We want

answers! How can [ harness my will to love even my enemies?

Recently, I heard a television ad by a weight loss company who claimed, "If you have the will, we have the power!" Sounds great,
but is this how it works with God? While most of us agree that God has the power, how does the choice of my will influence God
to use that power for my healing?

After much study and prayer, I've come to the conclusion that it is never helpful to focus on our problems—our own weaknesses,
and to just “try harder.” Rather, when we center our attention on God as revealed in His word, in His nature, and on our interac-
tion with Him, we come to the point of trusting Him with His power. I like that! And only when we really trust God do we truly
give him permission to use His power in our lives. What does that look like on Monday morning? While it is true - "I can't, God
can," it is also true that God WON'T without my permission! Being a true Friend, God has limited Himself to using His power in
situations where He doesn't take away freedom. There may be times I'd like to say, "Take over, Lord - YOU do it!" But at the same

time, I am deeply thankful that God refuses to ever be a puppeteer!

So, with the evidences in His Word, how He has worked in my own life, as well as His revelation in nature and science, my conclu-



