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Sibling Rivalry

This article is ad
new book:Could It Be This Simple?A
Biblical Model for Healing the Mind

As a parent, have you struggled wi{h

rivalry in your children? As a child, do yo

remember conflict, tension, competitiop
and arguments with your siblings? Why CEO
c

so many families struggle with su

problems? Why is there so much turm('t)

and what is Godods
understand the answers to these questi
we mu st first und
ideal, His original design.

The law of love is the law of lifé the

principle upon which all life in the' ~ - ; ; imately, pain, suffering, and death.
universe is based. As God Himself is Iov!épagme you believe a lie that your spouEg P J

all things created by Him are designed

operate in harmony with this law of love
this circle of beneficence in which a|
things give freely to others. In nature, thi
circle is seen in the sun warming th

oceans, which give water to the clou

which refresh the land and form the lakes

rivers and streams, which flow through t

land bringing life and ultimately return t

the sea to begin the circle again.

giving that we live, and breathe and haselfishness characterize our inherent state
life. But when we seek only to take, wand all children are born into the world
slowly die. When we stop giving, we cwith this principle dominating the min
ourselves off from the channels dhinking, and development. This conditign
blessing. The unavoidable result is deatlis the source of all conflict, strife, argy-
ment, tension, and rivalry. Rather than

Happiness and health are found only ggeking to give to benefit another, we naju-
har mony wi t h Go d oaly segkg outdg, gthers, agvgnce ahead
Humanity was created with hearts ad others, and get for ourselves. Thus, chil-
minds that operated only on othegntered drén  compete for parental approval, the
love, goodness, and beneficence. LoRig9est piece of pie, the first place in ling.
cannot be experienced in isolation. Thefg@rents struggle with fears and insecyri-
fore, Eve was created to be the objectli§s: With doubts and uncertainties, with
Adamés love. It waBROWs feelingsy thatigipair Aoyindm
he plone decause digncogld not eptes iR g s 6

the fullness of Godds ideal wi thout
one for him to serve, someone to pour s unhealthy families, self is the lens
heart into. Eve was created to be thehr ough whi ch 1ife
ecipient of Adamodls diodvne6tangdetaltloo ws
ove to invigorate, inspire, and fulfill hef | candt stand for

%nd in turn pour her love out in upliftngne . ¢ A | donodt car e

I
ring forth new beings in their image members are not seen as people to|be
cpildren to be the object and recipients lofved, to serve, to give of ourselves, o

nd benefiting Adam. In love, they weretoi ke doing it, SO

hgl_rolcfve. t‘l’hus(__j ﬁhl? enge creation, w nef&t, gut are instead seen as obstacles in

gr(]assgnedJ to teved that God is orveq Bdur way, competitors to overcome,

gormgt?inag went tegi%lydW5oQg. or i gtfurrq%ﬁ we must bgar or resources for

use and exploitation. Life becomes |a
Satan told lies about God. (Geneses 3°@pstant battle to get for oneself. The
Adam and Eve believed those lies and fRé€Vitable outcome of such relating |s
circle of love and trust was brokedl@gmentation, argument, dysfunction, ahd

oS having an affair, even though it
true. If you believe the lie, does somethifidnere is only one power in the universe
|’1 you change? When lies are believesipable of healing our families. There |is
lgve and trust get broken and fear and selfily one power that can purge fear apd
%Shness result. This principle of fear arsglfishness from the hedrtand that power|
elfishness is commonly known ds the power of love. Love cannot

'survi val of t h e- for€ed. tLdves carinot be comrhanded. Layves
[promoting principle, in turn, leads teannot be coerced. Love can only be fregly
geestructive actions, what we call sins. Agven. But in order to give love, we must

destructive actions result in damage ficst receive love, someone must first loye

mind, character, and bodya terminal us. We must be reconnected to the source
condition. of all love 7 we must be reunited to th

n

The plants produce the oxygen necessary heart of God. The lies about God must pe
L(;Irrb%nr:rgiiiiég I\;\\llﬁicﬁndlai:]slmn:lesd ;t)cr)odrlécgnce our first parents believed the [i@rged and our hearts won to trust. Then,
’ p 9% 0ut God, love and trust were broken afgl We trust God, we open our hearts gnd

The law of love is the law of life. Even i
nature when giving ceases, so does |

ive B =) .
When a pool of water ceases 1o give, ik, o not only their minds but also this®; 1 John 4:8). We no longer see the

we cease to give our breath to benefit

ﬁlgeir entire character was warped. TPd pours in His love, healing, restoring,
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rinciple of fi s u r '$9eRerRYng, andspurgingiplbfear (Rpmapse s t

RGam and Eve, are born infected with thie heart of God, through the lens of love.

stagnates and everything in it dies. Whéﬁtire planet. All humanity, as offspring gyorld through the lens of self, but through

plants, we inevitably die. It is throug

erminal condition. Insecurity, fear, ant/€ are set free, free from fear, free frgm
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selfishness, free to love othermaccines, set curfews, overseee st and
more than ourselves. Healthgiet, restrict television, as wellove.
families are those in which lovas give gifts, educate, play, and . .
has been restored and eachddle. As we come to know Tim Jennings
member seeks to uplift an@od and receive His love, fearhis article originally appeared
benefit the other. Such love iand selfishness are purged andin the July Spectrum online,
not doing what the otherants we come back into unity unity available at this url:

but doing what is in the bestf heart, mind, motive, and
http://

as on

TO ORDER:

www.ComeAndReaso
.com

interest of another. Thus, @method. Conflict, strife, ) /

parent, in love, will givedisharmony are vanquished, and Y\W-SPectrummagazine.org
onlinecommunity/

God Did It? about how Saul committed sui- stooped to use hard words

cide, the story concludes witheach His very hardened an

. . the words, fi S orebellioas chi@&D ki | |
IntheB|bIe,Godlsfrequentlyhiméé (1 Chronicles 10:14)
described as actively doing ’ .
what He insteadallows to take Another example:  Did Goc

place. This point is very signifi- Surprisingly, even God speaks ar d e n Pharaolf
cant and helps us to explaif this way. For example, withirBible describes it both ways
many difficult issues in regard téhe ten commandments, whetkat God hardened it, and th
Godos i nvol ve e nnight jagsume, thaf5therBharaoh hardened it. Which
history. For example, what d(\jvc_)uld be nothin_g that is slightlyrue?_ And we could_tie thig
you think of t My eSs|ee_ afd (NPs 2 G opgegtienatggether twithi the: sd
LORD was angry at Israel agairp,”ng punishment on those th_ords c_>f Jesus at t_he very end
and he made David think ijpate me and on theiHis ministry, which were a
would be a good idea to courflescendants down to the thimuotation from the book o
the people in Israel an@ N d fourth genlegaitdlo:n. G¢
Judah.o (2 Sand®® 24:1) |s @©¥§xand closed their minds,
true? Does God tempt to evil? that their eyes would not se
Is this what is meant? If you ha@"d their minds would no
It is fascinating ® TeAd dh8tfefomething bad happen to yotnderstand, and they would n
telling of the same story, writterfhis week, was it God punishin%“m to me, [says God], for me t
much later, in 1 Chroniclesyou for something your great' €@l ~them. o (J
fiSatanwanted to bring troublegrandfather did? No. The book A
on the people of Israel, so Hef Ezek_lel tells us that Goo! doed/as Jesusbd ear
made David decide to take Bot actively punish the childrersuccessful because the Fath
census. 0 (1 cfarthg sins ©f the garentsg Thiggsed ears and blinded eye
Which of these descriptions i¥/@rning in the ten commandfhis would make no sense. Gd

closer to the reality?

consequence not an activeto close them. God does n

. . unishment from God, and wenanipulate His children in thig

And,_ David described t.he{:)an now prove this scientifiway. We are the ones who ha
possible ways that Saul mig

; ; iEally. For example, there arelosed our hearts and minds, b
:j! €., Wi ESR[; h‘e Sp&turdl © e\éa tatintg'? sejtﬁ od seems to take th
Vg EORD: e Ml Ty A okl ame
n now a 16r Cthe ehitdPen of ad dReBHBiic

will kill Saul, either when his

time comes to die a natural deam?lc:j comes hor_nitand beats Pihere is yet another example,

or when he dies inChdreneverynignt. the book of Job. We know fron

battle.od (1 Samuel 26: reading the entire book that
Repeatedly in the books oiva s Satan wh o

As David considered the demi Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Gotamily and inflicted him with
arned that He Himself wouldain. But yet it was assumed th

of Saul,.he _conclyded that G urn down the city of JerusalenGod did it, as his servant inte
WOUIdlk(;” h;lm, e|thehr tErOL:jghWhat actually happened? Thereted the events to Job usir
Eia;tura eﬁgtnieosr aEr:\a? V\?: SO abylonians burned down the h e s e Whe ffird ®f, God
expressing thin .s seems foyrei ity, not God. And we begin tdell from the sky and burned u
P 9 b 9 d%e in example after examplfie sheep and the servants, an
to our ears, but yet as we read Qilyy Godi out of His great loveam the only one who ha
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escaped t o t eilNIV)Did above whedeoGnd & :ddsé&ibed as doitg fact that insurance policies may chog
God really send the fire? No! It was Satéimat which He allowed to occur, antb use words saying they will cover ever
himself who brought destruction on Job. primarily based upon what was revealédh i n g Acisof&pdd fve as

about God through the life and death péople need to stop blaming God for t
We need to apply these principles to ngd in human form, | believe that it idevastation and disaster in the World_!
understanding of every story in the BibIB?QSt reasongble to conplude that tm:uld appear that we haye much rethir
consistently usi ng Sefigygrebglipy of shg ehildiep gf Ispapig tg do gboyt who God is.
see the character of God as revealed®y t t hemselves off from Godo6s proted
Jesus. As a final hapdsGodhaq miaculouglyprotecied aggy isithe tine i human history for all @

se
y-
ne

It
k-

f

consider the story of rebellion in the bodlovided for them in their journey throug o g 6s fri ends to b
of Numbers where the people once agHi¢ desert. Their shoes did not wear Quthe pelief that God is LOVE personifie
left Godos side arf theyavere wonderfully provided withngn that the devastation that we h

ve

Egypt. What did God do? food, water and protection from thgi t nessed througholut
dangerous environment. has been the result of our own rebellious

sent poisonous snakes among the peo X 3 ! .
and many lIsraelites were bitten ant®™ God, He respected their free wibod is the only One who is NOT to blam

died. o (Numbers 2 1choggtolqqe fis side. dgive fhem the
interpret Godos i n{f&qom peydssicedand,to gligwythemn g ¢ he Brad Cole

snakes? Based on the examples lisieguffer the natural consequences, was the
only loving thing for God to do. Despite

Here is the descrirE&ti

on: f@Then t he [igrangectionfrom God, and because there
en theychoseto separate themselveis a powerful and subtle enemy at work.

nl

Godds Love Letter Says It Bes

ol f | speak with the el oquence of men an.dlhavkthagi
foretelling the future and hold in my mind not only all human knowledge but the very seaietduné Guitth, what i
move mountains, but have no love, | amount to nothing at all. If | dispose of all that | pbsgitss bgesy et
have no love, I achieve precisely nothing. This love of which | spealt iDckswdo doseypafidmbagctoea. It is
possessive: it is neither anxious to impress nor does it cherish inflated ideas of its own imaodiassendiqver
selfish advantage. It is not touchy. It does not keep account of evil or gloat over the wickednessiigtddenit
good men when truth prevails. Love knows no limit to its endurance, no end to its trust, trmy#diny tfigsing
the one thing that still stands when all else has fallen. For if there are prophecies they twikk ve dulfilled am
need for them will disappear, if there is knowledge it will be swallowed up in truth. For ouarichow@tpbeésy
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talso ha
butgive

not

has good
leafile. Or
jpet, it car
d dorte ov
always in

always incomplete, and when the complete comes, that is the end of the incomplete. Whemndviiagualfittle
little child. Now that | am a man my childish speech and feeling and thought have no furtheaisgnificdocki

truth, but the time will come when | shall know it as fully as God now knows me! In this lifigdalithyd dipe
| ove. But t he (@aoeiaatsezmbhilipg)f t hem is | ovebd

Upcoming Events

November 2 & 3, 2008 Good News Tour 2007, Warner Pacific College, Portland, Oregon. Marco Belmonte, Brad Cole, Tim Jenn
Herb Montgomery, and Manuel Silva. Seew.GoodNewsTour.com

September 5 & 6, 2008 Good News Tour 2008, Loma Linda Univ. Church: Ty Gibson, Alden Thompson, Tim Jennings, Manuel S
Brad Cole, and Marco Belmonte. Seew.GoodNewsTour.com

Ongoing Weekly events:

Steve Gallimore Live,LifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel, 3rd Friday of every monrgpr: Tim Jennings. See
www.ComeAndReason.com

Come and Reason Weekly Bible Study ClasSaturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher South, $ALD:15 to 11:15am: Tim Jennings.
Seewww.ComeAndReason.com

Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study, Thursday 12-1pm: Brad Cole. Seeww.GodsCharacter.com

Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible Study, Monday, 121pm: Brad Cole. Seeww.GodsCharacter.com
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Christianity? And for the next few hundred years, méihat does this word imply to America
) tried to fievangel i iandian natives whm livé dn resgrvatiogsa n s «
the sword. I n t he throeghoat ouodountiydhGhiissanity il t h e
Christianity!  The word evokes a widghurch pursued those who did not confofint he r el i gi on deri yed f

range of emotions in a wide range @ its rule and thousands lost their lives at
people. Depending on what century yaHe stake, during the crusades, and by e Christianity always looks _ like

live i, your reaction might vary. Inquisition, The %88 ¢rueChribiibnitySsalway8 ih $h¥® oV
induced fear via force and coercion, ag@ntrast to the mode of operation of tHis
During the time of the early church, Roc al I ed AChr i sti ang@oqd el Kol ths Sis baddd o ey th
might have evoked feelings of trus¢ | ai m ~that the priddible ©MsArval oft tHe! ket Ty
security, and acceptance. Especially if ygcompassed not only earth, but Heaven@istianity means food for the poo
happened to be poor and homeless, yiell. B shelter for the homeless, words
would have been fed and taken care of by [ ' e encouragement for the hopeless, and fthe
your Christian neighbors. If you had been restoration of dignity to the humiliated.
an outcast of the second century Jewish The f#dAreligion deriflved f
society such as a tax collector or prostitute, compels people to turn the other cheek,|to
you would have felt accepted, relevant, and walk the extra mile, and to pray for those

even loved. i s who persecute them.

Ly 0 4
However, had you lived on this earth just a (This statue in Rome depicts Christians True Christianity means othéscused,
thousand years later, the word Christianity persecuting Christians!) service oriented, sef acr i fi ci dl | 0\
may have stirred up a quite different set of greatest love you can have for your friends
emotions in you, especially when yod i gt j anity! AThieS rteq igiiVoth YdoeUrTi vleldf ef rf P
considered its representatives who not ojly, ¢ |, Chri s tWe b s(t\NberSE8K§ @uineven those whom many

controlled the monarchies of Europe, bHi‘ctionary). The carpenter from Nazarefphristians struggle to lovethe
also the very faith of the people. Thog$§,, \valked the earth 2000 years ago wi@mosexuals, the abortionists, the
who spoke openly against Christian Ctha ite unlike many of His professeBrostitutes to serve, to help, to associate
doctrine quite likely ended their liveg,, ers He seemed to have a particudith in @ nomcondemnatory way. |
burning at the stake or in cellar toMtUfRie et in those in whom no one else wiRches out to members of other faiths by a
chambers of their cathedrals and churchg§arested. He addressed the prostitffigndly and noqudgmental approach, just

without condemnation, the tax collect@s its Master did 2000 years ago.
It was generally declared that it would heithout reproach, and He even com-
better to suffer the ordeal of the fire of thisended pagans, a Roman officer andT&hne fAr el i gi on deri|lved f
earth, than to endure the torment of tBamaritan woman, for their great faith. Heways looks like Jesus Christ! And Jesus
eternal fires of hell. Most of the represeate and socialized with the outcasts @i not try to forcibly correct behavior b
tatives of the Christianity of the Middlgociety and encouraged the poor and sitkketing, persecuting, or by outlawing it.
Ages |lived by thebynaxgsurafng it hem e nia tid nohte yo gaire cortrol fofogbverg-s e d . ¢
justifies the means,o and since t énlagencies tolegislate His beliefs.

confidently knew tRendlel jddydd, nBvercBradinned "a¥ever 0séd force or coercion, but
all means were justified. Oppressiofnout a doubt, never used the sword §lized the power of love to change hears.

torture, and even death were consideredz0f ot Hi s wa y. o B u Yes.ieesGhristipaity is ysyally cansidergd,  He
relatively small magnitude, compared 1, eq His betrayer by washing his feetdid 001 i shnesso in” tlhis v
the perceived ~danger of falling into thge hroceeded to forgive His murderersWho acts like Jesus is seen as contemptble

hands of an angry God. and weak. But to those who love Hjs

S . i and
Christianity! What does this word evokChar'SlCter of gentleness, kindness, ¢

Self-sacrificial love, it is the religion of the
. L 5 ,
in us who live in the 21st century? Wh%ﬁly true God of Heaven and Earth.
does this word mean to the poor and the
outcasts of our society? What does this Dorothee Cole
word suggest to people of Muslim nations?

Thereds also a s$mile
this newsl etter|ds e
thought of THIS colorful picture
being a billboard on major express-
ways!! But perhaps
start with a much more subtle tactif,
such as the one expressed in a sgng,

fiEach one can neach

GOOD NEWSs a joy to share!

Menoés hearts AREW
FEARS fear of each other, y8sbut jg@&
perhaps even more, fear of God. HOStS
different this world could be if theg
TRUTH about Godbo
shared with (and understood b
friends, families, clients, and patient
Having true frid
record straighto




