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Inspired Pen or Inspired Men?

(Continued from March Issue)

(So how does God reach those of us who
have strayed so far from the ideal? The
Bible reveals the lives and words of sinful
humans who have struggled, failed and at
times overcome, as a means of reaching us
in our separation from God. It is God'’s
way of reaching down to bring us out of
our misery and to bring us to a new
paradigm of thought and action.)

Psalms 139 is a good example of this. The
first half of the Psalm is David
repeatedly acknowledging that God knows
what he is thinking:

—L ORD, you have
know me. You know everything I do; from
far away you understand all my thoughts.
You see me, whether I am working or rest-
ing; you know all my actions. Even before
I speak, you already know what I will say.
You are all around me on every side; you
protect me with your power. Your knowl-
edge of me is too deep; it is beyond my
understanding. Where could I go to escape
from you? Where could I get away from
your presence? If [ went up to heaven, you
would be there; if T lay down in the world
of the dead, you

my bones were being formed, carefully put
together in my mother's womb, when I was
growing there in secret, you knew that I
was there--- you saw me before I was
born. The days allotted to me had all been
recorded in your book, before any of them
ever began. O God, how difficult I find
your thoughts; how many of them there
are! If I counted them, they would be more
than the grains of sand. When I awake, I
am still with you.

So, i f God really
mind then why not open up with the truth?
And so, here it comes — this is what David
is thinking and he dares to share these
angry thoughts with God as his prayer
continues:

—O0 God, wi

how | S

ﬁucc%?t I?e

wicked! How I wish violent people would
leave me alone! They say wicked things
about you; they speak evil things against
your name. O LORD, how I hate those
who hate you! How I despise those who
rebel against you! I hate them with a total

hatred; I regard t
Wh e w! There it i s,
hate them with a
what follows:—E x ami n e me ,

know my mind; test me, and discover my
thoughts. Find out if there is any evil in me

and guide me in the everlasting
way. Il ( Ps&l5-ps-GN)3 9 :
—Find out if

think that this
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heart, but how wonderful that he felt
—safell to share
did not inspire David to hate his enemies,
but he did inspire him to write down this
prayer as a model to us. If I hate my
enemy, realizing that this is not Christ-like,
this passage gives me permission to be
honest and to tell God that I hate my
enemy. After all, He knows that this is
how I feel anyway so why should I pray
for the poor and the homeless when I am
on my knees, if my real thoughts have

Wwesniednsgmedgwath angel aadrhate towdide them that they succeed in killing me.

my enemies? We should pray for the out-
casts of society, but if it is done merely to
impress God with our piety, this kind of
prayer is an empty facade. Psalms 139 is
an invitation from God to be honest with
Him in prayer—even with our feelings of
hatred. For, not until we are honest with
God in this way does healing, restoration
and new patterns of thought begin to take
place. This passage in scripture reaches me
just where I am and helps to bring me
closer to the ideal. It is absolutely inspired!

knows what is on
Jeremiah had the same struggle as David

with hating his enemy:—L ORD,
my case with you, you would prove to be
right. Yet I must question you about
matters of justice. Why are the wicked so
prosperous? Why do dishonest people
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always speak well of you, yet they do not
really care about you. But, LORD, you
know me; you see what I do and how I
love you. Drag these evil people away like
sheep to be butchered; guard them until it
is time for t heffhef
h®RDass amyd ,e nedd reesmi
racing against people, how can you race
agg)mét thorses ) If ypuppan't e¥ep stapd up
t 1B PP PounHYahOW Wil you mangeg tn
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Notice God's rebuk
in this passage which The Message Bible
put s this way: —S
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If God rebuked the words of the prophet in
verses 1-3, do we still consider those
words to be nspi
tion between Jeremiah and God gets even
more intense: —TH
understand. Remember me and help me.
Let me have revenge on those who
persecute me. Do not be so patient with

Remember that it is for your sake that [ am
insulted. You spoke to me, and I listened
to every word. I belong to you, Lord God
Almighty, and so your words filled my
heart with joy and happiness. I did not
spend my time with other people, laughing
and having a good time. In obedience to
your orders I stayed by myself and was
filled with anger. Why do I keep on suffer-
ing? Why are my wounds incurable? Why
won‘t they heal ?

point me like a stream that goes dry in the
(J48-&N)i ah
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Lord

will take you back, and you will be my
servant again. If instead of talking non-
sense you proclaim a worthwhile message,
you will be my prophet again. The people
Wﬁll come back to you, and you will not
nee(?to go to them. I will make you like a
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For a free subscription to
this newsletter or to order
Good News Tour DVDs
and/or audio-CDs:

Office@

HeavenlySanctuary.com
or fax 877.284.0039 or
phone 888.250.4612.

If you prefer to mail
comments, suggestions,
or financial support:
HeavenlySanctuary.com P O
Box 4, Redlands, CA 92373

VISIT OUR WEBSITES:

HeavenlySanctuary
.com—Everything about
the character of God: fo-
rum discussions, featured
articles, audio  sermons
and more.

GoodNewsTour.com—
Information about future
Good News Tour con-
ferences.

ComeAndReason.com—
Dr . Ti
weekly  Bible  study
class and other recorded
seminars.

n

GodsCharacter.com—
A book by book Bible
study given by Dr. Brad
Cole.
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walks through the pai
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from those harmful thing
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(Wowviii sndt t h
wanted for Adam and Evef:

solid bronze wall as far as they are concerned. Note: *** Between Jehoram and Uzziah there are
They will fight against you, but they will not three descendants left out as the account in
defeat you. I will be with you to protectyouand 1 Chr oni cl es reveal s:
keep you safe. I will rescue you from the power Solomon's descendants from father to son: Solo-
of wicked and violent people. I, the Lord, have mon, Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa, Jehoshaphat,

spoken. I (J2+@Nni ah

God just declared a portion of the words of His
prophet Jeremiah — —h ol y  ma n— toobé
—nonsensel and not a

yet again, I would say that this is a vitally
i mportant —i nspiredl

David, Jeremiah spoke to God with honesty and
passion about his anger. And, it would appear that
he accepted God' s
as he so much of the time reflected the ideal of
love toward his enemies. If the Bible only
reflected the ideal and the perfect, it would be

|0 vitn gy edny

1 5 Jelibrf@m, *Ahaziah, *Joash, *Amaziah, Uzziah,
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As another example, Matthew recalled the words
i PeERblenhrcerre
the murder of all innocent people will fall on you,
from the murder of innocent Abel to the murder
of Zechariah son of Berechiah, whom you mur-

about two pages long and only filled with state- jored between the Temple and the
ments i ke t his: __Goadlt_'a?.lll q(v,\g@}jhh?\“p\zg:y
enemi es. | I can identify with Jeremiah
anger, but yet at the same time, I see in this B 3 f
passage a God who cares—a God who wants to B g : e ;" iS ; rs] I;N a Sb unt ot ; ;? 1
1 just lik iah f '

ead me, just like Jeremiah, out o my own SO dac | —Then the

hatefulness into becoming Christ-like.
Are there mistakes in the Bible?

The Bible hasJ gegnn rlnipac%l?)usly preserved
through the centuries as proved by the Dead Sea
Scrolls. And, archeological and more recent
historical evidence has proven many of the Old
Testament details about various kings and cities to
be true. And, when the Bible is held up to the
most intense scrutiny, there are remarkably few
mistakes. In fact, I have found that within most of
the apparent contradictions in Scripture, there is
very often a beautiful and deep meaning to be
" Found, once the passage is understood properly
dand compared with the rest of the Bible.

Ot want me t o

Here are a few passages, just from the book of
Matthew, in which it appears to me that there may
be some minor errors. But again, this in no way
(to my way of thinking), diminishes the value or
Nl abel of — i nspiredl i

D

k& exanﬁ‘)lé fn W Matthew lineage of Jesus:
S_Davi d, Sol omon (his
€who had been Uriah's wife), Rehoboam, Abijah,
N Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jehoram,*** Uzziah, Jotham,
iSAhaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh, Amon, Josiah, and
teJ ehoi achin
s fourteen generations from Abraham to David, and
e fourteen from David to the exile in Babylon, and
. fourteen from then to the birth of the
t M evshsai Matikgadl1:2-7, 14 — GN)

a Sadthert) thes: wdoer cod rhnear rsd..e d

of Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest. He stood
where the people could see him and called out,
_The LORD God asks wi
his commands and are bringing disaster on your-
selves! You abandoned him, so he has abandoned
you!* King Joash join
Zechariah, and on t hgd
stoned Zechariah in the Temple courtyard.
(2 Chronicles 24:20-21 — GN)

Did Jesus make a mistake? Surely not! Rather,
back in that time there were not 10 Bibles in
every home. There were rare scrolls available
only in the synagogue and to the very wealthy.
And so, as Matthew tried to recall the words of
Jesus, he simply remembered the wrong father of
Zechariah. But |l et*s
just admit that this is a non-issue. This minor
mistake does not ruin the fact that the
all-powerful God of the universe is the kind of
Person that washed the dirty feet of His disciples
the n&hn beforente gidd!

A little | ater in the
t met pewoplvat Xeiree miarha
took the thirty silver coins, the amount the people
of Israel had agreed to pay for him, and used the
money to buy the pott
me . ‘-10-GNMat t

Once again, Matthew must have remembered this
passage about the 30
from his reading of the Old Testament, but this is
from the book of Zechariah, not Jeremiah:
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—The LORD tol
potter. So |
Such a magnificent price was set by them!
I gave the pieces of silver to the potter at
the house of the L
—-GN)
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In fact, not to pick too much on Matthew,
but his prophetic use of the Old Testament
with reference to Jesus is interesting:
—Joseph got up, t
mother, and left during the night for Egypt,
where he stayed until Herod died. This was
done to make come true what the Lord had

me I, called G hi, ehe miort he turged awah e
t 0 o kfrorh imee My3p@oplep shceficed o Banlf
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they burned
11:1,2 - GN)
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Perhaps this passage illustrates one of the
major themes in the Bible—the contrast
between Jesus Christ and everyone else.
Il srael was God"*s
astray. Christ, by contrast, was obedient
anm kleatit e Chresthars, | thdrefora, nwd
are first and foremost followers of Christ,
and should pattern our lives only after
Christ, not after any other man or woman

(Zechariah

bel

Conclusion!

silver.

the beautiful character of God. In fact,

1 IJeadil:l'g3the Bible with the question of

God's character i
form of prayerful communication with
God.

n

oved child who

All 66 books point to Jesus Christ as the
heaﬂ‘t,' center and gold standard of all that is
truly inspired. We must continue to work
through the difficult passages, but yet the
all-important testimony of scripture still

said through t he pinthqBibk.t The Bible reveals to luseody

out of Egypt -154GNf M

But when we go back to read about this
son that was called out of Egypt, this is the
description: —T h e LORD
Israel was a child, I loved him and called
him out of Egypt as my son. But the more

s aGSP% in humany{ggny dying on the Cross,

Bhhins 3 Pan be proven from so many
places: Jesus Christ was God in_ human

form! God is exactly as Jesus revealed
BifhTtd beQkind, 2 fordiviny, | Rushble?
gracious, and long-suffering.

Brad Cole
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ant trub andvfull? inspiréd Hero, and that
is God. For me personally, the Bible did
not take on the —f
every passage was read through the lens of

while forgiving His enemies.
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God is Love

One of the most often heard Christian
slogans is "God is Love." So what exactly
does that mean? Let's go back to math
class (stay with me now!) and put a sign of
equation between God and Love:
G o d L o v e
Does that fairly describe our favorite
slogan? In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul describes
what love is like, and since God
Love, let's replace the word "love" with
"God" in that text and see what we get.

Godnever gives up. (Adapted from The Message, Copyright
Godcares more for others than for self.1993 Eugene H. Peterson, Navpress)
Goddoesn't want what it doesn't have.
Goddoesn't strut,

...Doesn't have a swelled head,
...Doesn't force itself on others,

Having thrown some math in here, I will
now make this article even more uncon-
: ventional, because rather than providing
~Isn't always "me first,” you with a conclusion, I'd like to leave you
-.Doesn’tfly off the handle, . with two questions: (1) Is the above text a
...Doesn't keep score of the sins of oth%{%d description of love? And if it is...
...Doesn't revel when others grovel, 2) Would you say that it is also an
...Takes pleasure in f[he flowering of tr chrate description of God? In other
-.Puts up with anything, words, is the slogan true? Does God really
- Trusts God always, equal love? I think so, and that, in my
~.Always looks for the best, mind, makes Him the coolest guy around.

-..Never looks b_aCk’ But what do you think?
...But keeps going to the end.

David Lorencin

EXPERIENCE = EXPERIMENT?

Throughout history, it seems evident that

God has desired a relationship with us i
d e | ihdareed; &onest,, .

that' s
and trusting. Half-hearted friendship is not
quite satisfying, and half-hearted disciple-

ship is no discipleship at all. Yet even in
the best relations
learning, constantly growing, even
experimenting?
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hi story, and shoul

doi ng Gopietisgly? Wi Islo mdf wh sallye want to learn and improve,
asked. —ATr e t #me ® epayihga@aseful attbraion So the hesults of
experi ment and | e a ounefpldriments otight ® makera dif€erenve
been directed by Inspiration fo do some in our lives. How much sleep do I need?
things, and instructed by the same Spirit How should I relate to someone who calls

not to do others. Between those boundaries me arrogant in a committee meeting? Is
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n my ~own i magi n a thdstgonme? What kirsl of reukidis appre-

rainbow hues of color). But how can we priate for worshipping God? Often we let
know God's will where it does not seem to other people—t hose wi t h t

. ? 1 ition— 1 -
helspﬁll,ed o’ oot c o n &5 ﬁdldcat(l?n1 or position—unduly influ
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In a best case scenario, experience is a
variety of careful experiments, made —Ex per t sl
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may or
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from others! But we need to know what
works—e v e n i n
especially i n t he —q In athe
process of making those discoveries (and
sometimes we get tired of trying and
revert to our own way), we mess up. We
misjudge. Sometimes we sin. And some-
ti mes we‘re not
mistake or a sin.

But probation is grace—God's grace—
providing opportunity to turn to Him when
things go wrong, to re-evaluate what has
happened, and to try again. God doesn't
reject us in our struggle, or turn His back
on us when we fall (even if my heart calls
that woman naughty names for being mean
t o me; or i f |
through thinly veiled gossip!) But grace
draws me to continually greater
commitment and enables me to
grow. Grace is the love of our God, Who
loves no matter what. Nothing will change
that love. Ever!

At the same time, mistakes can be

dangerous

whoeadsi!slregar d Hi s
arbitrarily made up as God needed it. He
created the whole natural world with meas-
urable, demonstrable laws of physics,
chemistry, biology, physiology, psychol-

iseaVv ogyn etc.s whicheweravdesgtechte aperatie

harmoniously, and which can't be
"broken." They persist no matter what. If
we disregard them, they ultimately "break"
us. If we live in harmony with them, we
thrive.

Moral law is another dimension of that
eternal code; it defines how we were
designed to operate. Defying it brings

v e rdbstauttibnyBut Gad fovesousaddlwants 13

to live to choose again another day. So He
reaches out when we step off that
proverbial "cliff" and catches us, as it
were, setting us back on the path to learn,
and try again.

So, while God's very nature is unchanging
love (grace), probation is in essence a

twho i

..somet i me periofl afttimd in whiclsHedtempomréys
t h e — Hager t@iyipose a deetla enhlty on those

suspends or reduces the natural result of
sin (whidh ensy He can dd).a This allosrsn

us to re-evaluate, choose again, and
eventually settle into our choice. That
iswhen He wil!/l say,

righteous, stay righteous; and let everyone
s wicked, sta

A rebellious spiri
His kingdom. But God does accept each
individual's  choice—even to rebel.
Ultimately, however, He will lovingly and
sadly let them go their chosen way.

But for today, we are still called to "taste
and see that the Lord is good." We can
exgetrielﬂc@ Him and experiment with what
is good. When we are honest in our
commitment, we will find we can rely
always on His trust-worthiness, and will
grow in knowing Him for ourselves. We
will become true disciples—forever
friends of God.

Virginia Davidson

We are excited to let you know
printing of the inspiring book

GOD IS LOVE
G. E. Fifield

that we have completed the re
Godis Love

-publication and

by G.E. Fifield, originally written in 1897.

For more information, or to order the book, email us at: www.Office@HeavenlySanctuary.com

or call: 888.250.4612

Don‘t forged20G@d o adcer N e wThesd presertations\drDdlss wonderful gifts to share with a friend that
says: —What is this _ Goodwwelifise@HeavhnilySagctuary.com oachliB88259.4612 O
Upcoming Events
April 45,2008fiHe al i ng the Mind Seminar, Downer ds Grove SDA Churc

www.ComeAndReason.com

April 25-26, 2008 fi Calimesa SDA Church Retreat, Pine Springs Ranch, CA: Tim Jennings. v8ee.ComeAndReason.com

September 56, 20081 Good News Tour, Loma Linda Univ. Church: Marco Belmonte, Brad Cole, Tim Jennings, Herb Montgomen

Randy Roberts, Manuel Silva, and Alden Thompson. Seevw.GoodNewsTour.com

March 2021, 20091 Good News Tour, Marco Belmonte, Greg Boyd, Brad Cole, Tim Jennings, and Manuel Silva.

announced. Seenww.Goodnewstour.com

Ongoing Weekly Events

Location to be

Steve Gallimore LivelifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel: Tim Jennings. Seevw.ComeAndReason.com

Come and Reason Weekly Bible Study ClasSaturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher South, SAU, 10:418.:15 am:

Tim Jennings. Seevww.ComeAndReason.com ( Li st en recorded

t o

classes,

iiwn

Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study;hursday 12-1 pm: Brad Cole. Seevww.GodsCharacter.com
Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible StudyMonday, 121 pm: Brad Cole. Seevww.GodsCharacter.com




