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Inspired Pen or Inspired Men? 

(Continued from March Issue) 

(So how does God reach those of us who 

have strayed so far from the ideal? The 

Bible reveals the lives and words of sinful 

humans who have struggled, failed and at 

times overcome, as a means of reaching us 

in our separation from God. It is God’s 

way of reaching down to bring us out of 

our misery and to bring us to a new    

paradigm of thought and action.) 
 

Psalms 139 is a good  example of this. The 

first half of the Psalm is David             

repeatedly acknowledging that God knows 

what he is thinking: 
 

―LORD, you have examined me and you 

know me. You know everything I do; from 

far away you understand all my thoughts. 

You see me, whether I am working or rest-

ing; you know all my actions. Even before 

I speak, you already know what I will say. 

You are all around me on every side; you 

protect me with your power. Your knowl-

edge of me is too deep; it is beyond my 

understanding. Where could I go to escape 

from you? Where could I get away from 

your presence? If I went up to heaven, you 

would be there; if I lay down in the world 

of the dead, you would be there…When 

my bones were being formed, carefully put 

together in my mother's womb, when I was 

growing there in secret, you knew that I 

was there--- you saw me before I was 

born. The days allotted to me had all been 

recorded in your book, before any of them 

ever began. O God, how difficult I find 

your thoughts; how many of them there 

are! If I counted them, they would be more 

than the grains of sand. When I awake, I 

am still with you.‖ 
 

So, if God really knows what is on David‘s 

mind then why not open up with the truth? 

And so, here it comes – this is what David 

is thinking and he dares to share these  

angry thoughts with God as his prayer     

continues: 
 

―O God, how I wish you would kill the 

wicked! How I wish violent people would 

leave me alone! They say wicked things 

about you; they speak evil things against 

your name. O LORD, how I hate those 

who hate you! How I despise those who 

rebel against you! I hate them with a total 

hatred; I regard them as my enemies.‖ 
 

Whew! There it is, out in the open. ―God, I 

hate them with a total hatred!‖ But notice 

what follows:  ―Examine me, O God, and 

know my mind; test me, and discover my 

thoughts. Find out if there is any evil in me 

and guide me in the everlasting 

way.‖ (Psalms 139:1-8, 15-24 – GN) 
 

―Find out if there is any evil in me‖ – I 

think that this Psalm reflects David‘s   

admission that there is evil within his 

heart, but how wonderful that he felt 

―safe‖ to share that hatred with God. God 

did not inspire David to hate his enemies, 

but he did inspire him to write down this 

prayer as a model to us. If I hate my     

enemy, realizing that this is not Christ-like, 

this passage gives me permission to be 

honest and to tell God that I hate my    

enemy. After all, He knows that this is 

how I feel anyway so why should I pray 

for the poor and the homeless when I am 

on my knees, if my real thoughts have 

been consumed with anger and hate toward 

my enemies? We should pray for the out-

casts of society, but if it is done merely to 

impress God with our piety, this kind of 

prayer is an empty façade.  Psalms 139 is 

an invitation from God to be honest with 

Him in prayer—even with our feelings of 

hatred.  For, not until we are honest with 

God in this way does healing, restoration 

and new patterns of thought begin to take 

place. This passage in scripture reaches me 

just where I am and helps to bring me 

closer to the ideal. It is absolutely inspired! 
 

Jeremiah had the same struggle as David 

with hating his enemy:  ―LORD, if I argued 

my case with you, you would prove to be 

right. Yet I must question you about     

matters of justice. Why are the wicked so 

prosperous? Why do dishonest people 

succeed? You plant them, and they take 

root; they grow and bear fruit. They     

always speak well of you, yet they do not 

really care about you. But, LORD, you 

know me; you see what I do and how I 

love you. Drag these evil people away like 

sheep to be butchered; guard them until it 

is time for them to be slaughtered…The 

LORD said, ‗Jeremiah, if you get tired 

racing against people, how can you race 

against horses? If you can't even stand up 

in open country, how will you manage in 

the jungle by the Jordan?‘‖ (Jeremiah 12:1

-3,5 – GN) 
 

Notice God‘s rebuke to Jeremiah‘s attitude 

in this passage which The Message Bible 

puts this way: ―So, Jeremiah, if you‘re 

worn out in this footrace with men, what 

makes you think you can race against 

horses? And if you can‘t keep your wits 

during times of calm, what‘s going to  

happen when troubles break loose like the 

Jordan in flood?‖  
 

If God rebuked the words of the prophet in 

verses 1-3, do we still consider those 

words to be ―inspired‖? But this interac-

tion between Jeremiah and God gets even 

more intense:  ―Then I said, ‗Lord, you 

understand.    Remember me and help me. 

Let me have revenge on those who       

persecute me. Do not be so patient with 

them that they succeed in killing me.   

Remember that it is for your sake that I am 

insulted. You spoke to me, and I listened 

to every word. I   belong to you, Lord God 

Almighty, and so your words filled my 

heart with joy and happiness. I did not 

spend my time with other people, laughing 

and having a good time. In obedience to 

your orders I stayed by myself and was 

filled with anger. Why do I keep on suffer-

ing? Why are my wounds incurable? Why 

won‘t they heal? Do you intend to disap-

point me like a stream that goes dry in the                 

summer?‖ (Jeremiah 15:15-18 – GN). 
 

―To this the Lord replied, ‗If you return, I 

will take you back, and you will be my 

servant again. If instead of talking non-

sense you proclaim a worthwhile message, 

you will be my prophet again. The people 

will come back to you, and you will not 

need to go to them. I will make you like a 
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Every time I choose "sin," I 
gain knowledge that God 
really didnôt want me to 
have to deal with: the 
natural consequences 
from transgression of 
natural laws.  He wanted 
to save me from the pain!  
But even if I choose 
ñsinò (doing harmful 
things), He never leaves 
me nor forsakes me.  He 
walks through the pain 
and suffering with me. His 
desire is for me to be free 
from those harmful things, 
and to live in incredible 
relationship with Him.  
(Wowñisnõt that what He 

wanted for Adam and Eve?) 

solid bronze wall as far as they are concerned.  

They will fight against you, but they will not   

defeat you.  I will be with you to protect you and 

keep you safe.  I will rescue you from the power 

of wicked and violent people. I, the Lord, have 

spoken.‖ (Jeremiah 15:19-21 – GN) 
 

God just declared a portion of the words of His 

prophet Jeremiah – ―holy man of God‖ – to be 

―nonsense‖ and not a ―worthwhile message.‖ But 

yet again, I would say that this is a vitally       

important ―inspired‖ passage of Scripture. Like 

David, Jeremiah spoke to God with honesty and 

passion about his anger. And, it would appear that 

he accepted God‘s loving and gentle correction, 

as he so much of the time reflected the ideal of 

love toward his enemies. If the Bible only       

reflected the ideal and the perfect, it would be 

about two pages long and only filled with state-

ments like this: ―God is love.‖ ―Love your      

enemies.‖   I can identify with Jeremiah and his 

anger, but yet at the same time, I see in this     

passage a God who cares—a God who wants to 

lead me, just like Jeremiah, out of my own      

hatefulness into becoming Christ-like. 
 

Are there mistakes in the Bible? 
 

The Bible has been miraculously preserved 

through the centuries as proved by the Dead Sea 

Scrolls. And, archeological and more recent   

historical evidence has proven many of the Old 

Testament details about various kings and cities to 

be true. And, when the Bible is held up to the 

most intense scrutiny, there are remarkably few 

mistakes. In fact, I have found that within most of 

the apparent contradictions in Scripture, there is 

very often a beautiful and deep meaning to be 

found, once the passage is understood properly 

and compared with the rest of the Bible.  
 

Here are a few passages, just from the book of 

Matthew, in which it appears to me that there may 

be some minor errors. But again, this in no way 

(to my way of thinking), diminishes the value or 

label of ―inspired‖ in any way! 
 

For example, in the Matthew lineage of Jesus:  

―David, Solomon (his mother was the woman 

who had been Uriah's wife), Rehoboam, Abijah, 

Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jehoram,***,Uzziah, Jotham, 

Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh, Amon, Josiah, and 

Jehoiachin and his brothers…So then, there were 

fourteen generations from Abraham to David, and 

fourteen from David to the exile in Babylon, and 

fourteen from then to the birth of the              

Messiah.‖ (Matthew 1:2-7, 14 – GN) 
 

Note: *** Between Jehoram and Uzziah there are 

three descendants left out as the account in           

1 Chronicles reveals: ―This is the line of King 

Solomon's descendants from father to son: Solo-

mon, Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa, Jehoshaphat,    

Jehoram, *Ahaziah, *Joash, *Amaziah, Uzziah, 

Jotham…‖ (1 Chronicles 3:10-12 – GN) 
 

So in actuality there is not a neat and tidy ―14, 14, 

14‖ generation progression, leading to the Mes-

siah. Does this matter? Does this change our pic-

ture of the kind of Person God is? Not in the least! 
 

As another example, Matthew recalled the words 

of Jesus like this:  ―As a result, the punishment for 

the murder of all innocent people will fall on you, 

from the murder of innocent Abel to the murder 

of Zechariah son of Berechiah, whom you mur-

dered between the Temple and the                   

altar.‖ (Matthew 23:35 – GN) 
 

But Jesus was not referring to Zechariah ―son of 

Berechiah,‖ but rather Zechariah ―son of         

Jehoiada:‖  ―Then the spirit of God took control 

of Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest. He stood 

where the people could see him and called out, 

‗The LORD God asks why you have disobeyed 

his commands and are bringing disaster on your-

selves! You abandoned him, so he has abandoned 

you!‘ King Joash joined in a conspiracy against 

Zechariah, and on the king‘s orders the people 

stoned Zechariah in the Temple courtyard.          

(2 Chronicles 24:20-21 – GN) 
 

Did Jesus make a mistake? Surely not! Rather, 

back in that time there were not 10 Bibles in 

every home. There were rare scrolls available 

only in the synagogue and to the very wealthy. 

And so, as Matthew tried to recall the words of 

Jesus, he simply remembered the wrong father of 

Zechariah. But let‘s give Matthew some slack and 

just admit that this is a non-issue. This minor   

mistake does not ruin the fact that the                  

all-powerful God of the universe is the kind of 

Person that washed the dirty feet of His disciples 

the night before He died! 
 

A little later in the book of Matthew:  ―Then what 

the prophet Jeremiah had said came true: ‗They 

took the thirty silver coins, the amount the people 

of Israel had agreed to pay for him, and used the 

money to buy the potter‘s field, as the Lord had 

commanded me.‘‖ (Matthew 27:9-10 – GN) 
 

Once again, Matthew must have remembered this 

passage about the 30 coins and the potter‘s field 

from his reading of the Old Testament, but this is 

from the book of Zechariah, not Jeremiah: 
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―The LORD told me, ‗Give it to the     

potter.‘ So I took the 30 pieces of silver. 

Such a magnificent price was set by them! 

I gave the pieces of silver to the potter at 

the house of the LORD.‖ (Zechariah 11:13 

– GN) 
 

In fact, not to pick too much on Matthew, 

but his prophetic use of the Old Testament 

with reference to Jesus is interesting: 

―Joseph got up, took the child and his 

mother, and left during the night for Egypt, 

where he stayed until Herod died. This was 

done to make come true what the Lord had 

said through the prophet, ‗I called my Son 

out of Egypt.‘‖ (Matthew 2:14-15 – GN) 
 

But when we go back to read about this 

son that was called out of Egypt, this is the 

description:   ―The LORD says, ‗When 

Israel was a child, I loved him and called 

him out of Egypt as my son. But the more 

I called to him, the more he turned away 

from me. My people sacrificed to Baal; 

they burned incense to idols.‘‖ (Hosea 

11:1,2 – GN) 
 

Perhaps this passage illustrates one of the 

major themes  in the Bible—the contrast 

between Jesus Christ and everyone else.  

Israel was God‘s beloved child who went 

astray.  Christ, by contrast, was obedient 

unto death.  As Christians, therefore, we 

are first and foremost followers of Christ, 

and should pattern our lives only after 

Christ, not after any other man or woman 

in the Bible.  The Bible reveals to us only 

one true and fully inspired Hero, and that 

is God.  For me personally, the Bible did 

not take on the ―feel‖ of a living book until 

every passage was read through the lens of 

God in human form, dying on the Cross, 

while forgiving His enemies.  
 

Conclusion! 
 

The purpose of the Bible is to reveal to us 

the beautiful character of God.  In fact, 

reading the Bible with the question of 

God‘s character in the forefront is a deep 

form of prayerful communication with 

God.    
 

All 66 books point to Jesus Christ as the 

heart, center and gold standard of all that is 

truly inspired.  We must continue to work 

through the difficult passages, but yet the 

all-important testimony of scripture still 

remains and can be proven from so many 

places: Jesus Christ was God in human 

form!  God is exactly as Jesus revealed 

Him to be—kind, forgiving,  humble,  

gracious, and long-suffering.  

                                   Brad Cole 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the most often heard Christian  

slogans is "God is Love."  So what exactly 

does that mean? Let's go back to math 

class (stay with me now!) and put a sign of 

equation between God and Love:                      

G o d  =  L o v e .                                          
Does that fairly describe our favorite   

slogan? In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul describes 

what love is like, and since God = 

Love, let's replace the word "love" with 

"God" in that text and see what we get. 

      God never gives up.  
    God cares more for others than for self.  
    God doesn't want what it doesn't have.  
    God doesn't strut,  
    ...Doesn't have a swelled head,  
    ...Doesn't force itself on others,  
    ...Isn't always "me first,"  
    ...Doesn't fly off the handle,  
    ...Doesn't keep score of the sins of others,  
    ...Doesn't revel when others grovel,  
    ...Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,  
    ...Puts up with anything,  
    ...Trusts God always,  
    ...Always looks for the best,  
    ...Never looks back,  
    ...But keeps going to the end.  

 

(Adapted from The Message, Copyright 

1993 Eugene H. Peterson, Navpress) 
 

Having thrown some math in here, I will 

now make this article even more uncon-

ventional, because rather than providing 

you with a conclusion, I'd like to leave you 

with two questions: (1) Is the above text a 

good description of love? And if it is...     

(2) Would you say that it is also an            

accurate description of God? In other 

words, is the slogan true? Does God really 

equal love? I think so, and that, in my 

mind, makes Him the  coolest guy around. 

But what do you think?            

                          David Lorencin                           

 

 

EXPERIENCE = EXPERIMENT? 

Throughout history, it seems evident that 

God has desired a relationship with us 

that‘s deliberate, whole-hearted, honest, 

and trusting.  Half-hearted friendship is not 

quite satisfying, and half-hearted disciple-

ship is no discipleship at all.  Yet even in 

the best relationship, aren‘t we continually 

learning, constantly growing, even       

experimenting?   
 

―But aren‘t we so near the end of earth‘s 

history, and shouldn‘t we spend every day 

doing God‘s will precisely?‖ some have 

asked.  ―Are these last days the time to 

experiment and learn?‖  It‘s true we have 

been directed by Inspiration to do some 

things, and instructed by the same Spirit 

not to do others. Between those  boundaries 

is what some call a ―gray area‖ (although 

in my own imagination, it‘s all various 

rainbow hues of color).  But how can we 

know God's will where it does  not seem to 

be spelled out?    
 

In a best case scenario, experience is a 

variety of careful experiments, made   

without prejudice, and uncontrolled by       

previously established opinions and habits. 

. 

If we really want to learn and improve, 

paying careful  attention  to  the  results  of 

our experiments ought to make a difference 

in our lives.  How much sleep do I need?  

How should I relate to someone who calls 

me arrogant in a committee meeting? Is 

whole milk, or low-fat milk, or soy milk the 

best for me?  What kind of music is appro-

priate for worshipping God?  Often we let 

other people—those with the ―authority‖ of 

age, education, or position—unduly influ-

ence or make our decisions for us.   
 

―Experts‖ may or may not have informa-

tion that should change the way we      

think  or  live.   Of course,   we   can   learn 
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from others!  But we need to know what 

works—even in the ―gray areas‖—

especially in the ―gray areas!‖ In the   

process of making those discoveries (and 

sometimes we get tired of  trying and   

revert to our own way), we mess up.  We 

misjudge.  Sometimes we sin.  And some-

times we‘re not even sure whether it is a 

mistake or a sin.   
 

But probation is grace—God's grace—   

providing opportunity to turn to Him when 

things go wrong, to re-evaluate what has  

happened, and to try again.  God doesn't 

reject us in our struggle, or turn His back 

on us when we fall (even if my heart calls 

that woman naughty names for being mean 

to me; or if I verbally ―unload‖ to others,  

through thinly veiled gossip!) But grace 

draws me to continually greater           

commitment and enables me to 

grow.  Grace is the love of our God, Who 

loves no matter what.  Nothing will change 

that love.  Ever! 
 

At the same time, mistakes can be        

dangerous…sometimes fatal.  God doesn‘t 

have to impose a death penalty on those 

who disregard His rules.  Law isn‘t      

arbitrarily made up as God needed it.  He 

created the whole natural world with meas-

urable,  demonstrable laws of physics, 

chemistry, biology, physiology, psychol-

ogy, etc., which were designed to operate    

harmoniously, and which can't be 

"broken."  They persist no matter what.  If 

we disregard them, they ultimately "break" 

us.  If we live in harmony with them, we 

thrive.   
 

Moral law is another dimension of that 

eternal code; it defines how we were    

designed to operate.  Defying it brings 

destruction. But God loves us and wants us 

to live to choose again another day.  So He 

reaches out when we step off that         

proverbial "cliff" and catches us, as it 

were, setting us back on the path to learn, 

and try again.   
 

So, while God's very nature is unchanging 

love (grace), probation is in essence a  

period of time in which He temporarily 

suspends or reduces the natural result of 

sin (which only He can do).   This allows 

us to re-evaluate, choose again, and    

eventually settle into our choice.  That 

is when He will say, ―Let everyone who is 

righteous, stay righteous; and let everyone 

who is wicked, stay wicked.‖   
 

A rebellious spirit wouldn‘t be happy in 

His kingdom.  But God does accept each 

individual's choice—even to rebel.       

Ultimately, however, He will lovingly and  

sadly let them go their chosen way. 
 

But for today, we are still called to "taste 

and see that the Lord is good."  We can 

experience Him and experiment with what 

is good.  When we are honest in our         

commitment, we will find we can rely 

always on His trust-worthiness, and will 

grow in knowing Him for ourselves.  We 

will become true disciples—forever 

friends of God. 

                           Virginia Davidson 

GOD IS LOVE 

G. E. Fifield 

We are excited to let you know that we have completed the re -publication and 

printing of the inspiring book God is Love  by G.E. Fifield, originally written in 1897.  

For more information, or to order the book, email us at: www.Office@HeavenlySanctuary.com 

or call:  888.250.4612 

Don‘t forget to order your 2007 Good News Tour DVD‘s.  These presentations are also wonderful gifts to share with a friend that 

says:   ―What is this ‗Good News‘ thing all about?‖  Order them at www.Office@HeavenlySanctuary.com or call 888.250.4612    


