
GOD’S MESSAGE 

ñIn the past God spoke to 

our ancestors many times 

and in many ways through 

the prophets, but in these 

last days He has spoken to 

us through His Son. He 

reflects the brightness of 

God's glory and is the exact 

likeness of God's own be-

ing, sustaining the universe 

w it h H is  po wer fu l 

word.ò (Heb 1:1-2, TEV) 

How has God spoken to 

us in these last days?  

Through His Son who is 

called the Word (John 1:1).  

Jesus is Godôs Word, 

Godôs Message to human-

ity.  And what is the es-

sence of this message, also 

called the Good News?  

The whole person of Jesus 

Christ is Godôs message to 

all of us.  Christôs words, 

His actions, His kind and 

humble character, and His 

love for the afflicted are 

the very words and actions 

of God Himself for human-

ity.  And what words they 

are!  ñGod blesses those 

who realize their need for 

Him, for the Kingdom of 

Heaven is given to them.  

God blesses those who 

mourn, for they will be 

comforted.  God blesses 

those who are gentle and 

lowly, for the whole earth 

will belong to them.ò (Matt 

5:3-5, NLT)  ñLove your 

enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you.ò  (Matt 

5:44, TEV)  ñDo not judge 

others.ò (Matt 7:1, TEV)  

ñYour sins are for-

given.ò (Matt 9:2, TEV)  

ñThe Father Himself loves 

you.ò   (John 16:27)      The 

message of Good News to 

humanity is the message that 

God through Jesus Christ 

has tried to make us His 

friends.  Indeed, God has 

not left a stone unturned in 

this endeavor.  God Himself 

became a human being.  He 

humbly descended into the 

womb of one of His own 

creatures, spent His first 

night in a feeding trough, 

lived to serve and heal hu-

manity, and finally allowed 

His own creatures to mock 

and kill Him.  In Christ, God 

displayed His infinite love 

and kindness toward His 

children, including those 

who would eventually reject 

Him.   

Some say that Jesusô pur-

pose in dying on the cross 

was so that the Father could 

look at us again and be rec-

onciled to us.  They say that 

Godôs intense hatred of sin 

made Him kill His own son, 

so that justice could be 

served and that the penalty 

for sin would be satisfied.  

They say that through 

Christôs blood we are again 

made acceptable to God 

who now does not need to 

destroy us anymore to sat-

isfy justice.  But Jesus re-

vealed that the Father Him-

self is a friend of sinners.  

God never needed to be rec-

onciled to us ï He has al-

ways been for us.  It is we 

who have wandered away, 

mistrustful and afraid of 

God, inclined to live a self-

destructive life.  It is we 

who needed to be reconciled 

to him, not vice versa! 

Godôs love for us is so deep, 

that He Himself came to   us 

in His Son to demonstrate 

His great love, kindness, and 

everlasting forgiveness.  In 

Jesus, we see that God for-

gives sinners, even those 

who nailed Him to the cross 

while oblivious to their own 

sinfulness.  ñForgive them, 

Father! They donôt know 

what they are doingò (Luke 

23:34, TEV) were his words 

about those who did not 

even ask for forgiveness. 

Through the manifestation 

of God in human form, we 

see and believe that God 

does not come to us with an 

attitude of condemnation, 

but rather that He longs to 

heal and save us from our 

own self-destructive rebel-

liousness. ñNeither do I con-

demn youò (John 8:11, 

RSV) were His words to a 

woman who was found 

guilty by human standards.  

Jesusô words are the words 

of the Father to us.  God the 

Father came to us in Christ 

so that we would finally 

believe that He can be 

trusted, trusted with the 

worst of us.  This trust 

which is energized by Godôs 

love restores us back into 

unity with Him, so that our 

hearts and minds are once 

again motivated by Godôs 

perfect law of love and lib-

erty.  Only through the per-

son of Christ can we truly 

love others, only through 

Him can we truly love God.  

The Word of God, His 

Message, the everlasting 

Good News is about God 

himself! The humble Son of 

Man who would condescend 

to grow up in Nazareth is 

none other than    God,   and 

Could It Be This Simple?  

A Biblical Model for Heal-
ing the Mind, is a break-

through in understanding 

the mind which provides 
real answers for regular 

people.  It describes in sim-
ple language how our men-

tal faculties are designed to 

work, what happens when 
they donôt, and provides 

straightforward methods for 
reestablishing the mind in a 

healthy balance. The con-

cepts described have been 
successfully utilized in 

thousands of patients who 

have experienced more 
than just improvement in 

mood, but also recovery of 
their God-given dignity, 

autonomy and self-control.  

This book   empowers read-
ers to harness their mental 

powers to become thinkers, 

capable of discerning the 
healthy from the unhealthy, 

the right from the wrong, 
and to direct their lives into 

ever healthier levels of 

functioning.  TO ORDER:   
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and character. There is no 

other gospel. There is no 

greater news than that.  God, 

the  Creator and Sustainer of 

us all, wants to be our Friend. 

And what a trustworthy 

Friend    He  is!   May      this 

Good News set the earth 

on fire, Lord! And trans-

form all of us who trust 

You into channels of Your 

love.  

The HeavenlySanctuary team   

by Dorothee Cole  

Godôs character is fully re-

vealed in His Son who is the 

exact representation of God.  

Or stated in another way, 

God is exactly as Jesus re-

vealed Him to be, for They 

are one   in   mind,     purpose  

We know that the Son of 

God has come and has 

given us understanding 

so that we know the real 

God.  We are in the One 

who is real, His Son 

Jesus Christ.  This Jesus 

Christ is the Real God 

and eternal life.  

      1 John 5:20 
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For a free subscription 

to this newsletter  or to 

order Good News Tour 

DVDs and/or audio-CDs: 

Office@ 

HeavenlySanctuary.com  

or fax 877.284.0039 or 

phone 888.250.4612. 

 

If you prefer to mail 

comments, suggestions,  
or financial support: 

HeavenlySanctuary.com 

405 West Olive Avenue 

Redlands, CA 92373 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITES: 

H ea v e n l yS a n c t u a r y 

.comðEverything about 

the character of God: 

forum discussions, fea-
tured articles, audio  

sermons and more. 

GoodNewsTour.comð
Information  about future      
Good   News   Tour  

conferences. 

comeandreason.comð
Dr.      Tim        Jenningsô 
weekly      Bible      study 

class and   other recorded 

seminars. 

GodsCharacter.comðA 
book by book Bible 

study given by Dr. Brad 

Cole.    

 

Why Does It Even Matter? 

(What we think about Godôs Character) 

Youôre 40 years old.  Or 20. Or 60.  Youôve planned your life, and others think youôve got it pretty well 

together.  You know different!  Some cracks in your spiritual philosophy are bugging you big time.  They 

seem new, but  perhaps theyôve been there all along.  Questioning just wasnôt allowed where you grew up, 

or maybe you just didnôt care.    Now you do. 

The genXers are already asking all the questions, slinging them over their shoulders as they walk away 

from it all.  God isnôt making sense, and theyôre not interested in wasting energy on a God that seems so 

unfair, so unfeeling.    Maybe thatôs you, or it could be youôre a ñboomer,ò  yet feeling the same thing.    

Letôs suppose youôve taken that proverbial ñstep backò out of your comfort zone. You see loving people in 

all religions, and wonder if everyone can be wrong except you and your church.   You read that our mem-

bership, let alone general Christianity, is NOT growing like we thought.  Why?  Could we have misunder-

stood God?  Could we have actually aided Satan in painting a picture of God that confuses rather than 

draws?  Do we perhaps have one picture for Christ, and a completely different one for God?  Do we attrib-

ute to God evil things we wouldnôt possibly even do ourselves or to OUR children?   Is it feasible that we 

are beginning to wonder if God can actually be trusted with our lives, let alone with the universe?   

All those everyday phrasesð ñAn act of God,ò ñSomeone had to die,ò ñSinners in the hands of an angry 

God,ò ñGodôs plans are bestòðhave they created less than optimal conditions for trust? All those WHYS 

finally come tumbling off the shelf. You realize that some of your learned beliefs canôt possibly  be true 

(mutually exclusive ideas) like ñGod is love, but if you donôt love Him  back, Heôll kill you.ò  You wonder:  

Was the Bible meant to be a code book or history lesson?  Did Jesus die to assuage the wrath of an angry 

God? Can I ever please Him enough to be assured of my salvation?  Does God punish or discipline? Does 

God really say , ñLove Me or Iôll burn youò? Is it all about being saved someday, or can I be healed here on 

earth? Can God really be trusted and if so, why doesnôt the Bible illustrate that more clearly? What is truth 

anyway? 

And on it goes. Does it matter?  I can  tell you my husband and I have been searching out the answers to 

these questions over the past several years.  Weôve ridden the rollercoaster of hope and despair. Weôve read, 

listened, questioned, prayed. I for one can no longer be satisfied with cliché's that leave God looking bad 

when you really listen to what they say about Him.  I hunger to KNOW who God is, and that He is trust-

worthy and fair, not a power that created a system where someone has to die to appease Him!  I am aston-

ished at how heathen that really sounds, as I look at it now!  Gradually we are coming to see God as a 

FRIEND who wants us to understand Him, KNOW Him,  not just arbitrarily obey Him.  And we see His 

ñlawsò more as gifts that heal, not demands.  Weôve come to appreciate that ñIf youôve seen me youôve seen 

the Fatherò is not just a memory text, but a shaking revelation of a passionate God.  And as for me,  there 

must be one clear ñpillarò through which we sift all our doctrines and thoughts...Namely, “How does THIS 

make God look?”  I donôt want to stop at what I think the Bible saysðI want to know what God MEANS! 

Personally, if I canôt trust Him,  I canôt love Him.  A God of force and  love does not compute.  Strength 

and love, YES, but not FORCE!  How (unfortunately) have I interpreted my own churchôs doctrines, so that 

they make Godôs character look  a lot like Satanôs?  A deeper look is helping me to magnify Him as a God 

who honors our freedom of choice,  who actually  DRAWS men to Himself because He IS all powerful, but 

chooses to rule through love that heals.  Iôm ñgetting itò that it isnôt as  important for me to   be ñrightò 

about the 27 fundamentals, as to know my Fatherôs voice and become His friend.  I am choosing instead to 

search the whole 66 books for a picture of a God that I can  trust. When  I pictured Him as arbitrarily say-

ing,   ñ Obey   Me or  else!ò,  I   ran.    My   desire   is  to   learn  to represent  God  so  that  He  is  lifted   

òI think God smiles when we get a 

glimpse of His true Character!ó 

Anonymous 
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up appropriately; then He WILL draw all men to Himself.  To this end, I am thrilled to be a part of this ñGod friendlyò newsletter.  We 

hope you will read it, search out your Heavenly Father for yourself through longing eyes and mind, and begin to see our God from a trust/

love/healing paradigm. When your heart is passionate about this Incredible God, you may find yourself sharing this INCREDIBLY GOOD 

NEWS!  May your heart be encouraged, and your God-given mind see Godôs  power as love, not force. What a wonderful Heavenly Father 

it takes to choose to rule His universe this way.  I can love a God like that!   Johnnie Lorren, Newsletter Editor  
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                                                   Upcoming Events 

April 20, 21, 2007ðGood News Tour, Mountain View Central SDA Church, Mountain View, CA:  Ty Gibson, Alden Thompson, 

Tim Jennings, Manuel Silva, Brad Cole, and Marco Belmonte.  See www.GoodNewsTour.com  or call 888.250.4012. 

May 5, 2007—Sabbath School presentation, graduation weekend,  Collegedale SDA Church, 10:15-11am: Tim Jennings. 

August, 2007ðLake Tahoe SDA Camp meeting, Camp Richardson, July 30-August 4: Marco Belmonte.  See 

www.HeavenlySanctuary.com. 

Good News Tour 2008 (dates TBA) - Loma Linda Univ. Church: Ty Gibson, Alden Thompson, Tim Jennings, Manuel Silva, Brad 

Cole, and Marco Belmonte.  See www.GoodNewsTour.com. 

Ongoing Weekly events:  

Steve Gallimore Live, LifeTalk Radio Network and the Hope channel, 3rd Friday of every month (except April), 2-3 pm: Tim Jennings. 

See www.comeandreason.com. 

Come and Reason Sabbath School Class, Saturday, Wolftever Room in Thatcher South, SAUð10:15 to 11:15am:  Tim Jennings. See          

www.comeandreason.com. 

Loma Linda University Medical Student Bible Study, Thursday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole.  See www.GodsCharacter.com. 

Loma Linda University Allied and Public Health Bible Study, Monday, 12-1pm: Brad Cole. See www.GodsCharacter.com. 

Marco Belmonte is co-founder and vice-president of Evangelism for HeavenlySanctuary.com based out of Red-

lands, California.  He has served as a youth pastor for the Seventh-day Adventist Church within the Washington and 

Upper Columbia Conferences.  Marco has passionately shared the Good News at conferences throughout the United 

States and Canada. 

Brad Cole is a neurologist and also teaches the neuroscience course for the medical students at Loma Linda Univer-

sity.  He holds a weekly Bible study with the medical students which can be heard at     GodsCharacter.com.  Brad is 

president of HeavenlySanctuary.com. He and his wife, Dorothee, have three children, Christina, Caleb, and James.  

They live in Redlands, California. 

Ty Gibson is co-director and speaker for Light Bearers Ministry, lbm.org, based in northeastern Washington State.  

The ministry has published over 300 million pieces of evangelistic literature in 32 languages for the church in third 

world countries.  Ty has also written seven books, and is co-host with James Rafferty of the 3ABN television series, 

ñA Closer Look at Revelationò and the ongoing series, ñLift Him Up.ò 

Tim Jennings is a psychiatrist in private practice who has spent more than a decade studying Godôs principles for 
healing the mind and has just completed his first book which explores these life changing insights.  He also teaches a 

weekly Bible study class at his church in Collegedale, Tennessee, which is recorded and available in MP3 format at 

www.comeandreason.com.  He and his wife, Christie, live in Tennessee. 

Manuel Silva is the pastor of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada.  He holds a 

Masters of Divinity degree from Andrews Theological Seminary in Berrien Springs, Michigan.  He and his wife, 

Debbie, have two children, Lucas and Daniella. 

Alden Thompson is currently professor of biblical studies at Walla Walla College.  He has been a faculty member 

at Walla Walla College since 1970.  He teaches in the areas of Old Testament and Adventist history.  His books on 

the Old Testament God and inspiration are important landmarks in Adventist publishing.  He and his wife, Wanda, 

live in College Place, Washington. 



All my life, I was given a picture of God 

that subconsciously scared me. I say sub-
consciously because I was never really 

aware of this fact. I was told that God is 

love and that He cared for me, but I always 
had a healthy fear of Him. The realization 

I've had, mainly because of the pain and 
fear in my life becoming so great, is that I 

figured if drugs and alcohol didn't kill me, 

God would. How could I think this? It 
stems from the fact that the majority of  

theology preached at church and in families 
can be summarized as, "You either love 

God, or He'll destroy you with fire, possi-

bly for eternity." We say that God will do it 
with tears in His eyes, but justice requires 

it. Yes, I believe sinners will one day be 

destroyed, but not at the hands of our gra-
cious God. It's this truth about God that 

has changed my life. 

God's righteousness is not justified or vin-
dicated when unrepentant sinners are lost to 

the natural consequences of  breaking away 
from His life source. No, no, no!  That isn't 

justice. Oh, it's earthly justiceðthe kind 

that fills our prisons and puts murderers to 
death; but this has no resemblance to God's 

justice. Imagine if we could convince all 

the criminals in the world that the course of 
actions they have taken was actually 

wrong, and turn them into contributing 
members of society, not just because they 

wanted freedom, but because they agreed 

that being self-centered, egotistical, and 
self-serving was wrong. What if we could 

integrate them back into our social struc-
ture where they became the epitome of 

loving citizens, role models for our chil-

dren, and public servants who cherish their 
positions? That would be REAL justice. 

There is no justice in locking criminals 

away, and putting sinners to death. That's 
an emergency mechanism required to keep 

our war torn world safe, but let's not call it 
justice! Calling it justice is an insult to the 

definition, and a negative reflection on the 

God who created the concept. 

I was an alcoholic, drug addict, and a 

criminal. I hated everyone and  everything, 

I was angry at the world, and I thought the 
only way to  survive on this planet was to 

take, take, take. Looking out for number 
one was the only thing I ever cared about. 

My probation officers, court counselors, 

and the police all suggested justice be 
served. It was jail, bail supervision, and 

curfews that were administered. Earthly 

justice was served, but it did nothing to 
change my heart, my life, or my perspec-

tive. Then one day, Jesus Christ walked by 
in the form of a certain Seventh-day Ad-

ventist theologian and The Twelve Steps of 

Narcotics Anonymous. My eyes were 
opened. I clung in awe to the God I never 

knew existed, and I realized that I wanted 

to be like Him! I started worshipping Him 
like a rock star, and studying everything I 

could get my hands on.  Anything.  Every-
thing. I just had to get closer to Jesus, be-

cause He became life itself to me. He intro-

duced me to my Father, and I had the arms 
of the Holy Spirit wrapped around me. 

This... THIS is what justice REALLY is. 
My life changing experience is proof that 

God's justice vindicates HIS RIGHTEOUS-

NESS! God's justice changes sinners. 
Praise the Lord that in His mercy He ad-

ministers real justice, which in turn gives 

us the incentive to be just to others.  

I look at the perceived legal aspects of sal-

vation now, and see no resemblance to my 
understanding of  God. Sure, it appeared to 

work  for a while, but inevitably, I would 

have rather smoked crack and heroin than 
stay in the so-called presence of a God who 

would have had to put me in the prison of 

hell in the name of justice. Fortunately, I 
have found that God administers justice 

and vindicates His righteousness by taking 
self-centered sinners like me and convinc-

ing us that doing what is right because it is 

right, really makes sense! WOW! I'm so in 
love with this God... I mean, how could 

you not be? 

Legality is a tool. It's not a solution.       

Marco  Belmonte 

Would the FATHER do this? 

 

ñIf youôve 

seen Me, 

youôve seen 

the Father.ò 

John 14:9. 
 

ñThe Father 

and I are 

One.ò  

John 10:30 

 

 Perhaps these 

statements are 

the most   

beautiful and     

resounding 

answers to the 

question above 

the picture.  

What a      

wonderfully 

comforting 

thought! 

FROM STREET CORNER TO CORNERSTONE  


